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OUR   DIARY    FOR  1899. 

The  "  C.  &  D.  Diary"  Is  used 
Every  day  of  the  year, 
All  the  year  round, 
In  thousands  of  pharmacies 
In  every  country  In  the  world. 
The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby,  1899,  will  begin  a  fourth 
decade  of  that  sine  qua,  non,  and  we  antisipate  making  it  better 
than  its  predecessors.    We  have  to  look  far  ahead  in  the  prepara- 
tion oi  it,  because  it  takes  six  weeks  or  more  to  reach  C.  &  D. 
subscribers  m  remote  parts  of  the  earth,  and  we  like  everyone  to 
nave  the  Diaby  in  hand  by  Christmas-time,  so  that  lie  may  make 
t  ready  for  use  on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year.    By  next  month 
we  shall  be  putting  it  to  press.    We  give  this  early  notice  of  the 
matter  m  order  that  business  houses  may  get  ready  their  adver- 
tisements for  the  Diaby.     There  are,  we  understand,  many 
Wgular  advertisers  with  us  who  prefer  to  give  special  orders  for 
fnwT        ^ertisements,  and  we  strongly  recommend  them  to 
„°  ?pr  I"1!*"  witll0ut  delay  what  space  they  wish  to 
erW?        ;    V11,1        t0  take  PaiM  iQ  Siting  the  Diary 
advertisements.    Each  one  speaks  to  buyers  every  business  day 

adverti/ement  V  6  7T  r°Und  '  therefore  it  is  good  to  make  the 
chief  Zrl en*  c°mP^en«ve,  explicit,  and  illustrative  of  the 
ota goods  and  best  bargains  the  advertiser  has  to  offer.    We  see 

encvclon^o'^R  7  'rW?  every  article  advertised  in  the 
S^tkreSfi?"  Which  is  not  the  l«-t  valuable 


Summary 


New  Store-prices  are  given  on  p.  572. 

Trinidad  has  a  new  pharmacy-law  (p.  574). 

Fluctuations  in  the  price  cf  ipecacuanha  are  graphically 
set  forth  on  p.  600. 

A  Statement  of  the  stocks  of  drugs  in  London  on 
September  30  is  printed  on  p.  616. 

The  Vanilla  Crops  are  now  gathered,  and  they  prove 
to  be  considerably  short  of  last  year's  (p.  612). 

Mr.  W.  S.  Dickson,  who  formerly  had  much  to  do  with 
company-pharmacy,  has  diei  from  an  over-dose  of  cocaine 
(p.  570). 

Mr.  P.  B.  Gray  has  been  elected  a  Bell  scholar,  in 
place  of  Mr.  J.  I.  Scott,  who  has  resigned  the  scholarship 
(p.  596). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  or  Ireland  have 
obtained  three  convictions  in  Belfast  against  illegal  com- 
pounders (p.  574). 

Professor  Oscar  Oldberg,  of  Chicago,  writes  in  regard 
to  pharmaceutical  education  and  examination  in  the  United 
States  (p.  611). 

A  Royal  Commission  has  recommended  that  the  Govern- 
ment •  should  take  over  Kew  Observatory  as  a  national 
physical  laboratory  (p.  601). 

The  New  B.P.  Synonym  "  milk  of  sulphur "  is 
responsible  for  the  fining  of  two  chemists  who  sold  the 
traditional  lac  sulphuris  (p.  576). j 

Thhre  is  little  doing  in  the  drug-markets  this  week, 
the  upward  movement  in  camphor  being  the  outstanding 
feature.    Ipecac,  is  quiet  (p.  612). 

From  the  Local  Government  Report  we  extract 
particulars  regarding  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  during  1897  (p.  601). 

The  French  Courts  have  decided  that  scientific  men 
are  entitled  to  report,  even  although  adversely,  upon  pro- 
prietary articles  for  which  special  properties  are  claimed 
(p.  601). 

We  report  three  exhibitions — Groceries,  held  at  the 
Agricultural  Hall ;  Spectacles,  &c,  held  in  the  Mansion  House  ; 
and  of  health  products,  held  in  connection  with  the  Sanitary 
Congress  at  Birmingham  (p.  581). 

Professor  Rudolff  Virchow  delivered  the  Huxley 
lecture  to  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital  Medical  School  on 
Monday.  We  summarise  it  and  other  addresses  at  the 
opening  of  the  medical  session  (p.  579). ; 

We  CoMMENT'upon  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne's  address  on 
p.  598.  He  advocated  division  of  the  Minor  examination, 
and  dealt  at  length  with  poisons  and  poisoners,  showing  the 
virulence  of  toxins  as  criminal  weapons. 

At  the  Pharmaceutical  Council-meeting  on  Wednes- 
day the  new  by-laws  were  read  a  third  time,  and  were 
subsequently  confirmed  at  a  special  general  meeting  of  the 
Society,  attended  by  ten  members  in  addition  to  the  Council 
(p.  597). 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland,  held  on  Monday,  the  an'i-company  candidates 
carried  the  day,  and  Messrs.  Conyngham  and  Hayes  were 
unseated.  The  President  reviewed  the  work  of  the  year 
(p.  602). 

The  Washington  Chemical  Company  corroborate 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney's  observations  regarding  the  absorption  of 
moisture  and  carbonic-acid  gas  by  magnesia,  and  Messrs. 
Baiss  Brothers  give  some  facts  regarding  recsnt  casei 
(P-  611). 

The  Session  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  opsned  on 
Monday,  when  the  Pereira  and  other  medals  were  presented, 
and  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne  delivered  the  inaugural  address. 
A  full  report,  containing  portraits  of  the  Pereira  medallist 
and  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne,  commences  on  p.  535. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Coroner's  New  Poisons  Act. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Shooter's  Hill,  regarding  the  death 
of  Mary  A.  Hankford,  a  hospital  nurse,  from  chlorodyne- 
poisoning,  Dr.  W.  J.  Potts  deposed  that  in  the  bath-room 
was  found  an  empty  chlorodyne-bottle,  labelled  "  Poison," 
but  without  a  chemist's  name  or  address.  The  Coroner  (Mr. 
E.  W.  Wood) :  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  getting  this  1 
Witness  :  Not  at  present.  The  Coroner  :  I  thought  chemists 
were  very  strict  about  whom  they  sold  poisons  to  now  ? 
Witness  :  Yes,  most  of  them  are ;  but  in  this  case  whoever 
sold  this  had  put  no  label  on  the  bottle.  A  Juryman : 
Could  the  label  have  been  washed  off  1  Witness  :  Well,  yes, 
it  could  ;  but  it  does  not  look  like  it,  for  water-stains  would 
be  shown  on  the  "  Poison  "-label.  The  Coroner :  It  is  very 
fortunate  that  the  new  Act  regarding  the  sale  of  poisoEs  will 
shortly  come  into  effect.  A  Juryman  :  But  will  the  new  Act 
concern  chlorodyne?  The  Coroner:  It  concerns  poisons 
generally,  and  no  one  welcomes  the  new  Act  more  than 
chemists,  who,  through  the  bad  state  of  the  law,  have  had 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  public  abuse.  A  Juryman  :  Is  it  legal 
for  any  chemist  to  have  sold  the  chlorodyne  to  the  deceased 
unlabelled  ?  The  Coroner  :  No.  Unfortunately,  he  cannot 
be  traced,  or  he  would  find  it  a  serious  matter.  [The 
Coroner  probably  had  the  defunct  Poisonous  Substances 
Bill  in  his  mind,  or  he  may  have  thought  (not  unnaturally) 
that  the  new  Pharmacy  Act  must  deal  with  poisons  Ed.]. 

A  Coroner  Explains. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Exmouth  last  week,  Mr.  C.  E.  Cox, 
Deputy  District  Coroner  of  Honiton,  referred  to  the  observa- 
tions herecently  ma^  atan  inquest  towards  Mr.  J.  T.Bickford, 
chemist,  of  Exmouth,  who  sold  some  poison  which  a  child 
drank  and  afterwards  died.  Mr.  Cox  said  at  the  inquiry  he 
expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Bickford  was  legally  to 
blame  for  not  having  labelled  the  bottle  "  Poison,"  it  having 
contained  a  preparation  of  atropine.  He  wished  to  say 
that  be  was  not  now  of  that  opinion,  but  thought  on  the 
contrary  that  he  was  not  legally  to  blame.  When  he  made 
his  previous  remarks  he  was  under  a  misapprehension  as  to 
the  law  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons.  He  had  over- 
looked an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1869,  which  amended 
the  Act  to  which  he  referred  at  the  inquest — viz.,  the  Act 
of  1868.  He  had  since  seen  Mr.  Bickford,  and  he  had  assured 
him  that  the  conditions  of  the  Act  of  1869  had  been  fully 
complied  with,  and  under  those  conditions  no  label  whatever 
was  required  to  by  law,  so  that  Mr.  Bickford  had  done  even 
more  than  the  law  required  him  to  do  in  putting  the  label 
on.  Therefore,  although  in  his  private  opinion  the  law 
governing  the  labelling  of  poisons  ought  to  be  made  much 
more  stringent,  he  unreservedly  withdrew  every  expression 
which  he  had  made  imputing  any  legal  blame  to  Mr.  Bickford. 
He  was  quite  satisfied  that  there  was  no  blame,  and  as  he 
always  tried  to  do  justice  in  the  office  which  he  held,  he 
wished  to  express  his  sorrow  that  he  should  ever  have  made 
such  remarks  under  a  misapprehension. 

Teetbing-po  wders. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Liversedge  on  September  29, 
respecting  the  death  of  a  seven- months-old  child,  the 
mother  stated  that  she  had  given  the  child  teething-powders. 
Whereupon  the  Coroner  (Mr.  T.  Taylor)  said,  "  Do  you  know 
they  are  poison  ?  What  did  you  give  them  for  ?"  The  mother 
replied  that  they  were  given  to  help  the  teething.  The 
Coroner  admitted  that  "  teething-powders  may  be  all  right 
if  given  with  proper  care." 

An  adjourned  inquest  respecting  the  death  of  a  child 
named  West,  was  held  at  Leicester  on  September  29.  At  the 
previous  inquiry  (see  C.  4'  D.,  September  24),  Dr.  Whitehouse 
expressed  the  opinion  that  deceased  before  death  suffered 
from  the  effects  of  a  narcotic.  Dr.  Franklin  now  confirmed 
Dr.  Whitehouse's  statement.  As  a  result  of  a  post-mortem 
examination  he  came  to  the  conclusic  u  that  death  was  due 


to  a  narcotic,  probably  opium,  in  some  form  or  other.  Mr. 
Young,  analytical  chemist,  stated,  however,  that  he  found  the 
suspected  powders  and  mixture  quite  free  from  opium  or 
morphia.  He  had  also  analysed  the  stomach,  but  after  t^e 
most  delicate  tests  he  found  no  traces  of  either  morphia  or 
opium.  He  detected  minute  traces  of  an  alkaloid,  whicr, 
however,  was  not  morphia.  Dr.  Whitehouse,  in  reply  to  this 
Coroner,  said  he  did  not  think  any  powder  cor.taining  a 
preparation  of  opium  could  have  got  into  the  box  from  which 
he  took  the  powders  given  to  the  child.  The  jury  eventually 
returned  a  verdict  that  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  to 
show  the  cause  of  death. 

Cocaine  in  his  Beer. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Lambeth  on  September  29, 
respecting  the  death  of  William  Stewart  Dickson  (41),  late 
of  22  Sandmere  Road,  Brixton,  described  as  a  chemist,  but  not 
now  on  the  register.  The  deceased,  who  was  separated  from 
his  wife,  had  been  lodging  in  Brixton,  and  had  Dorrowed 
money  from  lodging-house  keepers.  He  frequented  the 
Railway  Hotel,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  putting  powders  in 
his  beer — for  indigestion,  he  said.  He  apparently  put  too 
much  in  the  last  time,  for  he  was  lound  dead,  and  Dr. 
Serjeant  stated  that  death  resulted  from  syncope  consequent 
upon  cocaine-poisoning.  The  jury  returned  a  veidict  c-5 
death  by  misadventure.  [Deceased  was  formerly  com  ected 
with  several  well-known  drug-stores,  and  was  of  an  excitable: 
temperament.  His  wife  stated  at  the  inquest  that  she 
resided  at  Edinburgh,  and  had  not  seen  or  heard  of  deceased 
for  five  years.  They  had  a  judicial  separation  at  her 
instigation.] 

Laudanum  for  an  Infant. 

An  inquiry  was  held  by  the  Nottingham  Coroner  on 
October  3  into  the  death  of  a  five-month-old  child  named 
Dykes.  The  mother  stated  that  the  child  was  always  ailing, 
and  she  gave  it  "  infant  preservative "  and  various  other 
remedies  without  avail.  She  was  advised  to  give  it  laudanum, 
and  for  that  purpose  obtained  a  pennyworth  from  Mr.  G.  E. 
Hare,  chemist.  London  Road.  She  asked  Mr.  Hare  what  was 
the  dose  of  laudanum  for  a  baby  six  months  old.  He  told 
her  not  to  give  any  at  all,  but  advised  her  strongly  to  see  a 
doctor  instead.  She,  however,  gave  the  child  18  drops,  and 
it  died.  A  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure  was  returned, 
and  the  mother  was  censured. 

Where  was  it  Obtained  ? 

At  Wolverhampton,  on  October  3.  a  coroner's  inquiry 
respecting  the  death  of  a  groom  named  Bonell  was  investi- 
gated. From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  deceased  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  doctoring  horses  for  some  years,  and 
kept  several  poisons,  which  he  used  for  horse- mixtures.  On 
the  day  of  his  death  he  went  upstairs  to  prepare  a  draught 
for  a  horse,  and  shortly  afterwards  was  found  suffering  from 
prussic-acid  poisoning.  He  died  a  few  minutes  after  the 
doctor  was  called,  and  a  bottle  labelled  "Prussic  acid, 
poison,"  was  found  by  his  side,  but  the  name  of  the  seller 
was  not  on  the  label,  and  no  one  knew  where  he  purchased 
the  drugs.  A  verdict  of  death  from  piussic  acid  was 
returned. 

Alleged  Frauds. 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court,  on  October  3,  Jacque? 
Vanderberg  was  charged,  on  remand,  before  Mr.  Cluer.  with 
knowiDgly  uttering  base  coins.  Mr.  W.  J.  C.  Cbamen. 
chemist,  Prince  of  Wales  Road,  Kentish  Town,  said  that  on 
September  14  the  prisoner  entered  his  shop  and  asked  for  a 
cake  of  soap,  with  which  he  was  supplied.  He  gave  a  bad 
half-crown,  but  it  was  not  noticed  at  the  time.  On  ma'cing 
the  discovery  the  witness  ran  after  the  prisoner,  and  founl 
him  in  Chalk  Farm  Road.  He  was  told  that  the  coiD  he 
had  given  was  a  bad  one,  and  he  expressed  regret  and 
exchanged  the  coin  for  a  good  one.  As  prisoner  had  pre- 
viously passed  a  spurious  half-crown  on  a  hosier  in  S»roua 
Green  Road,  Mr.  Cluer  said  that,  although  prisoner  did  nnt 
seem  to  be  a  coiner,  the  case  would  have  to  go  for  trial.  One 
surety  in  2bl.  was  accepted  for  the  prisoner's  aprearance. 

Alfred  Vigne,  medical  practitioner,  Kenningtcn  Park  Road, 
was  charged  at  the  North  London  Police  Court,  on  October  ^ 
with  obtaining  by  false  and  fraudulent  pretences  the  sum  or 
11.  from  Dr.  M.  Bulger,  of  Holloway.    The  prosecutor  stated 
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that  he  knew  a  Dr.  Alfred  Vigne  at  Cambridge,  who,  when 
he  last  hrard  of  him,  was  in  South  Africa.  He  received  a 
begging  letter  purporting  to  come  from  Dr.  Altred  Vigne, 
but  which  was  written  by  the  prisoner,  and  in  charity  sent 
a  postal  order  for  1/  Prisoner  was  not  Dr.  Alfred  Vigne. 
Police  evidence  showed  tha*;,  on  being  searched,  letters  were 
found  on  the  prisoner  which  showed  that  he  had  obtained 
money  from  doctors  at  Portsmouth,  St.  Helens,  Great 
Malvern,  and  Southsea.  in  the  name  of  Dr.  A.  Vigne.  Other 
sums  had  apparently  been  got  from  doctors  in  various  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  prisoner  was  remanded  for  further 
inquiries. 

At  the  Marvlebone  Police  Court,  on  October  4,  Charles 
Henry  Fowler  Borkwood.  described  as  a  chemist's  assistant, 
of  Whellock  Road,  Chiswick,  was  charged  with  embezzling 
various  sums,  amounting  to  3/  4s.,  belonging  to  his  em- 
ployers, Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited).  Mr.  H.  T.  Waddy,  for 
the  prosecution,  said  prisoner  was  the  manager  of  the  prose- 
cutors' branch-establishment  at  64  Baker  Street.  The 
charges  before  the  Court  related  to  two  sums  received  by 
the  prisoner,  on  August  27  and  September  7  respectively,  in 
respect  to  the  sale  of  two  cameras.  It  was  the  prisoner's 
duty,  upon  receiving  these  sums,  to  enter  the  amount  upon  a 
slip,  which  he  should  then  hand  to  the  customer,  who  would 
pass  it  on  to  the  cashier  with  the  money,  but  there  was 
nothing  to  show  that  that  course  had  been  followed  in  these 
instances.  At  a  later  stage  other  charges  of  a  similar 
character  would  be  dealt  with,  and  a  further  charge  of  a 
much  graver  description  would  be  preferred.  The  prisoner, 
he  explained,  went  away  for  his  holidays  on  September  17. 
He,  however,  returned  to  the  shop  for  an  hour  or  two  on  the 
19th,  and  in  the  course  of  the  post  of  that  morning  came  a 
remittance  from  a  customer,  in  the  shape  of  postal-orders 
for  10s.  and  20.?.,  which  were  duly  locked  in  a  safe  for  safety. 
That  night  the  prisoner  was  supposed  to  be  either  at 
Brighton  or  Dieppe.  On  the  following  night  the  shop  was 
entered  and  the  safe,  which  contained,  besides  the  postal- 
orders,  a  sum  of  30/.,  was  opened  ;  and  when  the  prisoner 
was  arrested  the  10s.  postal-order  referred  to  above  was 
found  in  his  possession.  Evidence  was  then  given  of  the 
purchase  of  two  cameras  by  a  gentleman  in  Brondesbury, 
who  stated  that  in  each  case  he  had  paid  the  prisoner  over 
the  counter,  but  did  not  get  a  receiot.  William  Gough, 
general  manager  to  the  firm,  said  the  prisoner  was  receiving 
a  salary  of  3/.  a  week,  and  the  defalcations,  as  known 
up  to  the  present  time,  amounted  to  between  11/.  and  12/. 
The  prisoner  pleaded  guilty,  and  begged  for  mercy  on 
account  of  his  wife  and  children.  Sergeant  Record  asked 
for  a  remand,  which  was  granted. 

Fire?. 

A  serious  fire  occurred  on  October  3  on  the  premises  of 
Messrs.  Mason  &  Co..  chemists,  South  Shields.  After  burning 
for  upwards  of  two  hours  the  flames  were  subdued,  but  not 
before  considerable  damage  had  been  done  to  the  stock  and 
premises. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises  of  Parke's  Drug-stores, 
Netherwood  Street,  Kilburn,  on  Sunday  evening,  September 
25.  The  upper  part  of  the  house,  consisting  of  two  floors, 
was  burnt  out,  but  the  shop  escaped.  It  is  believed  that  the 
fire  was  caused  by  boys  placing  lighted  matches  or  fireworks 
under  the  side  door. 

Mr.  Adams,  chemist,  of  Dawlish,  rendered  "  first  aid  "  at  a 
fire  discovered  on  Sunday  night  last  on  the  premises  of  Mr. 
Burrows,  confectioner,  of  the  Strand,  Dawlish.  Mr.  Adams 
lives  about  four  or  five  doors  from  the  scene  of  the  out- 
break. He  first  raised  the  alarm,  nest  endeavoured  to  arouse 
the  occupants,  and  then  ran  for  the  fire-brigade,  who  were 
quickly  on  the  scene. 

While  Dr.  Frew,  of  Manchester  Road,  Hollinwood,  was  en- 
gaged in  his  cellar  one  night  last  week  unpacking  some 
drugs,  he  accidently  knocked  his  light  out.  In  the  darkness, 
he  was  endeavouring  to  find  the  matches,  when  he  knocked 
over  a  bottle  of  inflammable  liquid,  the  consequence  being 
that  when  he  struck  a  light  the  liquid  exploded  with  a  loud 
report,  burning  the  doctor  very  severely,  and  setting  fire  to 
the  cellar  Two  medical  men  were  at  once  called  in,  and 
tound  the  doctor  burnt  about  the  hands  and  face.  However, 
he  was  at  once  put  to  bed,  and  is  now  on  a  fair  way  to 
recovery.    The  fire-brigade  extinguished  the  flames. 


Public  Anal t st  for  Exeter. 

The  Exeter  City  Council  last  week  res-olved  to  authorise 
the  Sanitary  Council  to  confer  with  the  Exeter  Museum  and 
Technical  Education  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  public  analyst,  with  a  view  to  secir.ng  the 
services  of  a  gentleman  who  would  also  be  qualified  to 
lecture  at  the  college,  and  also  upon  the  subject  of  the  u=e 
of  the  laboratory  at  the  museum. 

Condensed-milk  Legislation. 

The  Exeter  City  Council  have  agreed  to  support  the 
Vestry  of  Camberwell  in  advocating  the  introduction  of  a 
short  Bill  into  Parliament  requiring  manufacturers  or  im- 
porters of  condensed  milk  to  state  in  plain  language,  on  the 
outside  of  each  tin  containing  that  commodity,  what 
quantity  of  milk  in  the  tin  it  would  be  necessary  to  use  to 
obtain  the  full  benefits  derivable  from  a  pint  of  new  English 
milk,  and  that  such  information  be  handed  to  each  person 
registering  a  birth  in  the  parish. 

Pood-preservatives  and  Health. 

In  the  Sanitary  Science  and  Preventive-medicine  Section 
of  the  Sanitary  Congress,  held  at  Birmingham  last  week.  Dr. 
Alfred  Hill,  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  city  of  Birming- 
ham, read  a  paper  on  "  Food-preservatives."  Some  of  these 
he  said,  were  of  quite  modern  application,  particularly  boric 
acid,  borax,  salicylic  acid,  and  formic  aldehyde;  but  other- 
were  sometimes  employed,  sush  as  sodium  fluoride  and  the 
sodium  carbonates,  sulphurous  acid,  and  sulphites.  He- 
discussed  the  properties  of  each  of  these,  arguing  that  the 
addition  of  preservatives  to  food  should  either  be  stopped  or 
controlled  by  law.  Dr.  Hill  did  not  bring  forward  any 
specific  instances  &t  injury  produced  by  the  use  of  these 
articles  on  food,  but  relied  upon  physiological  experiments 
with  them.  He  especially  condemned  salicylic  acid, 
fluorides,  formalin,  and  sulphurous  acid  and  sulphites  of  the 
alkalies. 

Wine  licences. 

The  following  is  an  additional  list  of  licensed  chemists  : — 

Mr.  Thos.  Asbury,  Derwent  Parade,  Matlock  Bath. 

Mr.  Stewart,  County  Drug-stores,  Cheltenham. 

Mr.  J.  Davies,  Stepney  Street,  Llanelly. 

Mr.  George  Squire,  19  Haymarket.  Sheffield. 

Mr.  J.  R.  S.  Uttlev,  Masborough,  Rjtherham. 

Mr.  J.  Avison,  117  King  Street,  Dukinfield. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Shaw,  Wooldale,  Huddersfield. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Cockroft,  Northgate.  Huddersfield. 

Mr.  T.  Hocking,  Fore  Street,  Redruth. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Johnson,  Red  Lion  Square,  Stamford. 

At  the  adjourned  Licensing  Sessions  for  the  Borough  of 
Macclesfield,  Mr.  Thos.  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Sunderland  Street,  applied  for  a  medicated-wine  licence. 
The  Mayor  (Col.  Thorp),  speaking  of  this  and  applications 
for  three  other  wine-licences,  said  if  the  Magistrates  had 
any  option  in  the  matter  they  would  have  refused  the  whole 
of  the  applications,  but  as  they  sat  to  administer  the  laws 
as  they  found  them  they  had  no  discretion  in  the  matter. 
They  felt,  however,  that  theirs  was  a  false  position,  and  they 
had  decided  to  memorialise  the  Home  Secretary,  so  that  the 
laws  might  be  brought  into  uniformity,  and  that  they  might 
have  the  same  discretion  as  they  had  in  the  case  of  other 
licences.  They  had  also  decided  to  ask  their  brother- 
magistrates  throughout  the  country  to  fall  into  line  with, 
them  on  this  matter,  and  assist  them  in  bringing  about  a 
better  state  of  things  as  far  as  the  licensing-laws  were  con- 
cerned. 

At  the  adjourned  Brewster  Sessions  for  the  Lewes  Division 
of  Sussex,  Mr.  Edward  Wyborn,  chemist  and  druggist,  High 
Street,  Lewes,  applied  for  a  wine  off-licence.  The  application 
was  refused,  as  Mr.  Wyborn  had  not  complied  with  the 
formalities  attending  the  issue  of  the  necessary  notices. 

At  the  adjourned  Licensing  Sessions  for  the  Borough  of 
Derby,  on  September  29,  Mr.  Richard  Daniel,  wholesale 
chemist,  Albert  Street,  Derby,  applied  for  a  wine-licence  for 
premises  about  to  be  occupied  by  him  in  Babington  Lane. 
It  was  stated  that  his  intention  was  to  allow  his  present 
licence  to  laps;,  but  he  wished  to  protect  himself  while 
selling  certain  medicated  wines.  The  application  was 
granted. 
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Spirit-licences. 

The  following  have  obtained  spirit  licences  : — 
Messrs.  Robinson  &  Co.,  Hunslet  Carr,  Leeds. 

•  Mr.  Sydney  Count,  chemist.  King's  Lynn. 

•  Mr.  W.  S.  Wain,  chemist,  Ripley. 

Store-prices. 

The  following  are  among  those  quoted  as  alterations  in 
the  October  issue  of  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Association's 
price-list : — 

'  Additions  to  Stoclc. — Byno-hypophosphites  (Allen  &:  Hanbury's), 
per  bottle,  2s.  2d. ;  Price's  glycerine  (capsuled),  per  4-oz.  bottle, 
5(7.  ;  A-lb.  bottle,  9(7. ;  1-lb.  bottle,  Is.  6(7. ;  lactopeptine  tablets, 
per  bottle,  3s.  6d.  ;  varalettes  (Bishop's)  of  citrate  of  lithia,  5  gr., 
per  tube,  Is. ;  citrate  of  piperazine,  3  gr.,  per  bottle,  2s.  6d. 

Reduced. — Kutnow's  a-nti-astbmatic  powder,  from  2s.  6(7.  to 
2s.  5d.  ;  Kutnow's  Carlsbad  powder,  from  2s.  6(7.  to  2s.  5(7. ;  Bishop's 
Carlsbad  salts,  from  Is.  6(7.  to  Is.  5(7. ;  Ingram's  seamless  rubber 
<?nemas,  from  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  3(7. ;  antipyrin  tabloids,  from  Is.  Ohd. 
'to  6c?. ;  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine,  from  10A<7.  to  1C(7.  per 
4-oz.  bottle;  veterinary  vaseline,  from  9(7.  to  7(7.  per  1-lb.  tin. 

Advanced.— Beecham's  pills,  from  10(7.  to  10A(7.  per  box; 
■-Cuticura  soap,  from  8j(7.  to  10A(7.  per  box.  Laws's  disinfectants, 
from  l^d.  to  8(7.;  Ingram's  enemas,  from  4s.  9(7.  to  5s.;  saffron, 
from  2s.  10(7.  to  3s.  per  oz. ;  Vapo-cresoline,  from  11(7.  to  Is. ; 
Stearns'  wine  of  cod-liver  oil,  from  3s.  2d.  to  3s.  6(7. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  following  workhouse  medicine  and  other  contracts 
have  been  settled : — 

Canterbury. — Messrs.  Walker  &  Harris,  London  and 
Canterbury,  for  surgical  appliances  and  dressings. 

Faversham.  —  Messrs.  Stedman  &  Coldwell  (for  rural 
district). 

Halifax.- — To  Mr.  W.  S.  Thompson,  chemist  and  drugeist, 
Crown  Street,  Burton- on-Trent ;  Messrs.  Gibson  &  Co.,  New 
Street. 

Luton. — For  the  supply  of  drugs  there  were  five  tenders 
as  follows  : — Apothecaries'  Society,  447.  8s.  8d.  ;  Chantler, 
487.  14s.  6d. ;  Duberly,  327.  12s.  6d. ;  Hall,  317.  lis.;  and 
Wootton  &  Webb,  347.  Is.  9d.  The  tender  of  Mr.  E.  Hall, 
George  Street,  Luton,  was  accepted. 

Malmesbury. — Mr.  H.  Farrant,  carbolic-soap  at  18s.  6d.  per 
cwt. 

The  Nottingham  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Mr.  C.  A.  Bolton  for  drugs. 

Peterborough. — Mr.  H.  E.  Noble,  chemist,  Midgate,  Peter- 
borough, to  supply  Howards'  quinine  at  Is.  5(7.  per  oz.,  and 
cod-liver  oil  at  id.  per  8  oz.  to  the  Peterborough  Board  of 
Guardians. 

Richmond  (Surrey). — Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Co.,  for  chloride 
of  lime,  sulphur,  linseed,  carbolic  acid,  and  Sanitas. 

Salford. — Messrs.  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester,  for 
drugs.  The  list  of  articles  to  be  supplied  contains  120  items, 
and  the  total  contract  amounts  to  2387.  16s.  Id. 

Stroud. — Mr.  G.  Birt,  carbolic-soap,  3d.  per  lb.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Woolmer,  crushed  linseed,  15s.  per  cwt. 

Thame. — Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  High  Street,  for  disinfect- 
ants and  soaps. 

Wolverhampton.  —  Messrs.  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co. 
(Limited),  11  Rann  Street,  Birmingham,  carbolic-soap  at 
17.  4s.  per  cwt.  ;  Messrs.  Philip  Harris  &  Co.  (Limited),  drugs 
for  the  dispensary,  587.  3s.  5d.  ;  for  the  infirmary,  117.  16s.  Id. 

The  Spendthrift  Bound  Over. 
The  young  man,  Jocelyn  Robert  Augustus  Riley,  who  was 
convicted  at  the  City  of  London  Sessions  a  short  time  ago  of 
obtaining  money  by  means  of  a  worthless  cheque  from  a 
West-end  chemist's  assistant,  was  again  before  the  Clerken- 
well  Police  Court  on  October  4.  Sir  W.  Quayle  Jones,  who 
tried  the  case,  was  willing,  providing  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments were  made,  to  allow  Riley  to  be  sent  abroad  by 
binding  him  over  on  recognisances.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Glassford, 
the  prisoner's  stepfather,  was  now  ready  to  provide  the  money 
for  his  passage  abroad,  and  Mr.  Wheatley,  of  the  St.  Giles's 
Christian  Mission,  promised  to  see  him  off.  He  was  there- 
fore bound  over  by  Mr.  McConnell  to  come  up  for  se&tence 
if  called  upon. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  neivs  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Limited  Pharmacists. 

Messrs.  J.  Waters  &  Sons  (Limited),  4  Winthrop  Street, 
Cork,  announce  that  they  have  procured  the  services  of  a 
qualified  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  intend  for  the  future 
to  compound  prescriptions. 

An  Improved  Pharmacy. 

Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Sons,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  Newry, 
have  improved  the  appearance  of  their  establishment  by 
having  new  interior  fittings,  and  a  handsome  incised  facia 
54  feet  in  length,  with  cornice  and  cresting.  The  work  has 
been  executed  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 

"Who  Ne-t  ? 

"The  largest  store-chemists  in  Ireland,  and  successors  to 
Anderson  &  McCrea,  druggists."  This  is  how  a  cutting- 
concern  in  Newry  modestly  announces  itself  in  a  local  news- 
paper. 

Theft. 

On  Saturday  last,  in  the  Dublin  Police  Court,  Patrick 
Phillips  was  charged  with  stealing  from  the  house 
14  Harcourt  Street,  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Merrin,  M.P.S.I., 
80  lbs.  of  lead,  7  lbs.  of  solder,  and  five  gas-brackets.  The 
stolen  articles  belonged  to  Dr.  Merrin.  In  connection  with 
the  robbery,  an  accomplice  of  Phillips  was  recently  convicted 
and  imprisoned.  The  prisoner  entered  the  house  under  the 
pretence  that  he  was  employed  by  Messrs.  Dockrell,  and 
took  away  the  fittings  as  if  he  had  been  sent  for  them.  He 
pleaded  guilty,  and  was  sent  to  gaol  for  one  month. 


Scotch  Wcws. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


An  Amalgamation. 

It  is  reported  that  Charles  Tennant  &  Co.,  of  St.  Rollox, 
Glasgow,  are  amalgamating  their  soap-business  with  that  of 
Alexander  Ogston  k.  Sons,  soap  and  candle  manufacturers, 
Aberdeen. 

Gone  South. 

A  smoking-concert  was  held  by  the  students  of  the 
Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy  on  Friday  evening,  Septem- 
ber 30,  in  the  Bank  Restaurant,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Brown,  demonstrator  in  practical  chemistry, 
to  take  up  a  position  with  Messrs.  Savory  &  Moore,  London. 
About  forty  students  were  present,  Mr.  John  Lothian,  principal, 
presiding.  An  enjoyable  musical  programme  was  contri- 
buted by  Messrs.  Macleod,  Mitchell,  Hunter,  Hamilton, 
Riddell,  Taylor,  Gilmour,  and  Lothian,  with  Mr.  Kennedy 
accompanist.  Mr.  Taylor,  on  behalf  of  the  students,  pre- 
sented Mr.  Brown  with  a  handsome  gold  albert  and  badge 
bearing  an  inscription.    Mr.  Brown  feelingly  replied. 

Administration  of  Anaesthetics  for  Dentists. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Branch  of  the  British 
Dental  Association  was  held  in  the  Clydesdale  Hotel, 
Lanark,  on  Friday  evening,  September  30.  Mr.  C.  Kees, 
L.D.S.,  presided,  and  there  were  about  thirty  from  all  parts  of 

Scotland. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  D.  Bailie  Wilson,  read  his  report, 
showing  the  Association  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condiiioD. 
All  the  office-bearers  were  re-elected,  and  eight  new 
members  were  admitted.  A  circular  from  the  riouthern 
Counties  Branch  of  the  British  Dental  Association,  con- 
cerning the  "  administration  of  anaesthetics  for  unregistered 
dentists,"  was  considered.  The  circular  condemned  the 
administration  of  anaesthetics  for  unregistered  dentists  by 
registered  medical  men,  and  the  President  said  eight  local 
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associations  had  passed  resolutions  not  to  give  anxsthetics 
for  unregistered  practitioners.  The  members  were  asked  if 
it  was  done  in  their  districts,  and  nearly  all  agreed  that  it 
was.  The  President  said  they  might  take  it  that,  if  it  was 
not  common,  at  any  rate  it  was  done ;  and  he  suggested  a 
resolution  condemning  it  as  unprofessional  to  administer 
anesthetics  for  unregistered  dentists.  Finally,  the  following 
motion  was  adopted  unanimously  : — 

That  this  meeting  lequest  the  Council  to  prepare  a  circular,  to 
be  sent  to  all  medical  secretaries  in  Scotland,  asking  them  to  pass 
a  resolution  considering  it  as  unprofessional  to  administer  anaes- 
thetics for  unregistered  men  and  advertising-dentists. 

The  members  afterwards  dined,  and  on  Saturday  they 
drove  to  the  Falls  of  Clyde. 

Glasgow  Pauper- medicines. 

The  Medical  Committee  of  Glasgow  City  Parish  Council 
reported  to  the  Council  on  October  4  that  during  the  past 
month  7,024  prescriptions  had  been  made  up  in  the  parish- 
dispensary  in  Parliamentary  Road  for  indoor  poor,  and 
339  for  outdoor  poor;  and  also  that  228  prescriptions  bad 
been  made  up  in  the  following  private  dispensaries : — The 
Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company,  19 ;  Messrs.  J.  &  R. 
Rodman,  60  ;  and  Mr.  D.  P.  Walker,  149.  The  committee 
further  reported  that  they  had  made  the  following  pur- 
chases:—Two  barrels  cod-liver  oil  from  the  Glasgow 
Apothecaries'  Company,  at  82s.  per  barrel  ;  10  gallons  olive 
oil  from  Mr.  James  Taylor,  at  4s.  Qd.  per  gallon :  and 
120  lbs.  cotton- wool  from  Messrs.  J.  J.  Finlay  &  Co.,  at 
Id.  per  lb. 

Whisky  a  Medicine  in  Glasgow. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Glasgow  City  Parish  Council,  on 
October  4,  Mr.  J.  Anderson  Russell,  chairman  of  the  Medical 
Committee,  reported  that,  as  arranged  at  last  meeting,  the 
following  circular  letter  had  been  sent  to  each  of  the  out- 
door medical  officers  and  to  the  various  dispensers  : — 

Prescribing  of  Alcoholic  Stimulants  to  the  Sick  Poor. — The 
Medical  Committee  desires  that  when  medical  officers  find  it 
proper  to  prescribe  alcoholic  stimulants  for  the  sick  poor,  they 
shall  endeavour  to  do  so  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  what  they 
prescribe  to  be  recognised  as  medicines,  and  not  as  popular 
stimulants.  The  committee  considers  these  should  in  all  cases  be 
dispensed  in  the  usual  way,  in  medicine-bottles  labelled  with 
directions  as  to  dosage,  &c.,  and  that  it  would  he  preferable  to 
prescribe  them  in  combination  with  other  preparations,  so  as  to 
disguise  their  well-known  characters. — (Signed)  J.  Anderson 
Russell,  Chairman  of  Medical  Committee. 

Golf. 

Six  players  representing  pharmacy  in  Glasgow  played  a 
friendly  match  against  six  members  of  the  Edinburgh 
District  Chemists'  Golf  Club  on  September  29,  over  one  of 
the  Edinburgh  private  courses.  The  result  was  in  favour  of 
Glasgow  by  9  holes.  The  results  of  the  individual  matches 
were  as  follows  : — 


Glasgow.  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  Robert  McAdam        ...11     Mr.  W.  C.  Baker    0 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie    0  ;  Mr.  James  Stott    2 

Mr.  Alex.  McAdam   0     Mr.  H.  D.  Alexander        ...  5 

Mr.  George  Robertson      ...    4  .  Mr.  George  Robertson      ...  0 

Mr.  George  McDonald      ...    1  1  Mr.  J.  G.  Anderson  ...  0 

Mr.  James  Moir    0     Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie    6 

16  |  7 


A  Chemical- research.  Studentship. 
The  directors  of  Nobel's  Explosives  Company  (Limited) 
have  decided  to  give  a  prize  of  301.  to  be  awarded  annually 
to  a  student  in  the  chemical  laboratory  of  the  Glasgow  and 
West  of  Scotland  Technical  College  who  has  passed  through 
the  usual  course  in  that  laboratory,  and  who,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  professor  of  chemistry  for  the  time  being,  is  qualified 
to  prosecute  research.  The  prize-holder  will  have  to  engage 
in  research-work  in  the  laboratory  of  the  College  under  the 
direction  of  the  professor  from  the  beginning  of  October  till 
the  middle  of  July.  The  Governors  of  the  College,  who  have 
agreed  to  augment  the  gift  by  a  free  studentship  of  20?., 
suggest  that  the  prize  might  be  awarded  by  preference  to  a 
student  who  would  be  willing  to  accept  it  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  Nobel  Company  would  have  the  first  call 
on  his  services  on  terms  not  less  favourable  than  those  he 
might  secure  elsewhere. 


Ifrencb  IRcwe. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


In*  Memokiam. — Wednesday,  September  28,  being  the 
third  anniversary  of  Pasteur's  death,  the  staff  of  the  Pasteur 
Institute  paid  a  ceremonious  visit  to  the  tomb  of  the  de- 
ceased savant.  M.  Metchnikoff,  who  is  acting  as  director  of 
the  Institute  just  now,  took  charge  of  the  proceedings. 

National  Congress  of  Pharmacy.— As  already  an- 
nounced in  the  C.  <$•  J).,  a  National  Congress  of  French 
Pharmacy  will  be  held  here  next  month.  The  following 
announcement  in  connection  with  it  has  been  made  : — "  The 
Committee  of  the  Congress  of  Pharmacy  of  1897,  and  the 
Council  of  the  General  Association  of  French  Pharmacists, 
being  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  uniting  all  pharmacists 
for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  pharmacy  law,  and  to  present 
the  legislators  with  an  unique  text,  to  which  all  the  con- 
freres of  France  will  have  been  asked  to  collaborate,  have 
decided  to  come  to  an  understanding  to  convoke  a  National 
Congress  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  the  middle  of  November." 

Partneeship  in  Pharmacy. — The  Paris  Court  of  Cas- 
sation gave  a  final  decision  recently  in  a  case  of  partnership 
in  pharmacy.  It  was  a  lawsuit  of  old  standing,  having  been 
before  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  June,  1896.  The  parties 
interested  were  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Pumez  &  Cie., 
makers  of  the  pharmaceutical  specialities  known  by  the 
name  of  "  Bravais."  One  of  them,  M.  Dumez,  a  pharmacist, 
sought  to  have  the  partnership  cancelled,  cn  the  ground 
that  his  associate,  M.  Davioud,  is  not  a  pharmacist.  Also  that, 
as  they  sell  their  preparations  by  retail,  they  come  under 
the  Pharmacy  Law,  which  requires  the  proprietor  of  the 
business  to  be  a  pharmacist,  and  prohibits  a  partnership. 
The  Court  of  Cassation  upheld  the  decision  of  the  lower 
bench  in  favour  of  M.  Dumez,  and  declared  that  M.  Davioud  s 
connection  with  the  business  was  illegal,  although  it  was 
solely  to  attend  to  the  commercial  and  financial  branches. 

The  Pharmacien's  Patients. — With  reference  to  the 
"  first-aid  "  patients,  mentioned  in  the  C.  A'  D.  recently,  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  add  that  in  attending  to  such  cases 
the  pharmacien  technically  breaks  the  law.  and  in  reality 
lays  himself  open  to  prosecution  for  illegal  practice  of 
medicine.  In  all  countries  such  cases  are  constantly  brought 
to  chemists,  generally  much  to  their  annoyance,  and  very 
frequently  they  are  not  paid  for  at  all.  In  France  there 
are  no  fixed  rules  as  regards  payment,  and  my  experience  is 
that  very  frequently  pharmaciens  decline  to  take  anything 
from  poor  people,  who  form  the  bulk  of  these  casual 
patients.  But,  undoubtedly,  he  can  demand  payment  of  a 
reasonable  sum  for  medicaments  and  dressings  supplied, 
though  not  for  his  services.  When  the  police  bring  a  case 
in,  they  see  that  the  pharmacien  is  paid,  if  not  by  the 
patient,  by  the  "  Public  Assistance  Office."  A  well-to-do 
person  would  be  charged  anything  up  to  4s. ;  but  generally 
they  proffer  and  occasionally  insist  on  the  acceptance  oi  a 
larger  sum. 

Hypnotic  Influence. — The  following  curious  story  is 
related  by  the  Journal  des  Debats,  regarding  the  wife  of  a 
chemist  residing  at  Alfortville  : — "  M.  Antoine  C.  lodged  a 
complaint  with  the  Police  Commissary  at  Charenton  that  he 
had  been  robbed  of  valuables  worth  more  than  2.000Z. 
Searches  and  inquiries  were  made  at  the  house,  but  no  trace 
of  the  robbery  could  be  found,  and  the  matter  remained  a 
mystery.  Recently,  however,  Mme.  C.  was  taken  to  the 
Salpetriere  Hospital  to  be  treated  for  a  nervous  disorder. 
There  the  physician  inquired  of  the  husband  if  there  was 
nothing  to  account  for  his  wife's  state  of  mind,  and  learnt 
that  she  had  been  greatly  affected  by  the  mysterious  rob- 
bery. Thereupon  the  doctor  suggested  an  experiment,  and 
hypnotised  the  lady.  Then  he  questioned  her  regarding 
the  robbery,  and  heard  a  curious  story  from  her.  She  was 
the  robber  of  whom  her  husband  was  in  search,  and  had 
taken  a  parcel  of  stocks,  and,  putting  them  in  a  box,  hid 
the  latter  in  the  kitchen- garden.  The  box,  with  its  con- 
tents, was  duly  found  at  the  place  indicated.  The  wife 
is  described  as  being  highly  delighted  on  learning  of  the 
discovery,  and  her  curious  behaviour  is  attributed  to 
somnambulism." 
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The  CHBMibTs'  Ceiling  at  the  New  Sobbonne — The 
handsome  new  amphuhe-itre  in  which  Troost,  Friedel,  and 
Ditte  lecture,  has  inscribed  on  the  ceiling  the  names  of 
forty-five  illustrious  chemists.  England  is  well  represented 
by  Cavendish  (1731-1810),  Priestly  (1733-1801),  Wollaston 
(1768-1828),  Dalton  (1766-1844),  Davy  (1778-1829),  Faraday 
(1791-1867),  Graham  (1805-1869),  and  Griess (1829- 1831)— 
ei^ht  in  all.  The  twenty-six  Kiench  names  are  Lavoisier, 
Berthollet,  Leblanc,  Proust,  Vauquelin,  Thenard,  Gay  Lussac, 
D>  lmg,  Chevreul,  J.  B.  Dumas,  Dessaignes,  Balard,  Boussin- 
gauit,  Pelouse,  Laurent,  Gerhardt,  Regnault,  Peligot,  Cahours, 
EbelmeD,  Fremy,  Wurtz,  Henri  St.  Clair  Develle,  Debray, 
and  Pasteur.  Sweden  is  represented  by  Scheele  and  Ber- 
zilius,  Russia  by  Zinine  and  Boutlerow,  Belgium  by  Stas, 
Swilzsrland  by  De  Marignac,  and  Germany  by  Mitscherlich, 
Wo-ehler,  Liebig,  Kolbe,  and  Kekule. 

Sunday-closing. — I  was  at  Besancon  last  Sunday  after- 
noon, and  found  every  pharmacy  closed.  This  is  a  record 
for  France.  Besancon  is  a  town  of  50,000  inhabitants.  I 
was  told  that  one  pharmacy  only  is  open  on  the  Sabbath, 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  the  pharmacists  go  there  and 
keep  shop  by  turns.  This  arrangement,  my  informant  added, 
dates  from  some  years  back,  and  appears  satisfactory.  But 
it  is  an  omission  not  to  put  on  the  door  of  each  pharmacy  the 
name  and  address  of  the  one  which  remains  open,  as  is  done 
in  many  other  towns.  It  would  certainly  be  useful  to  a 
stranger  like  myself.  The  pharmacies  close  at  midday,  and 
do  not  re-open  in  the  evening ;  the  shutters  are  barred  up, 
and  in  some  cases  there  is  not  even  a  bell  visible,  also  in  a 
few  instances  the  very  name  of  the  proprietor  is  hidden  by 
the  shutters.  I  never  saw  such  thorough  Sunday  closing  in 
France.  I  must  add  that  Besancan  is  a  Sunday- closing 
town.  Except  cafes,  restaurants,  tobacconists,  and  a  few 
slops  near  the  station,  the  others  are  closed  all  day  long. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  Iftcws. 


A  Good  Fiee-extinguisheb.— On  September  2  a  21b. 
packet  of  coloured  fire  exploded  at  Elgie's  pharmacy, 
Durban,  and  immediately  the  flames  spread,  but  the  heat 
caused  a  bottle  of  ammonia  to  burst,  and  this  appears  to 
have  extinguished  the  fire,  which  was  only  discovered  on 
opening  the  shop  next  morning. 

Beecham's  Pills  in  the  Soudan. — A  letter  has  been 
received  from  Staff-Sergt.  F.  Crookes,  of  the  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps,  under  date  September  4,  1898,  saying  :  "On 
September  2,  I  found  on  the  field  of  battle  at  Omdurman,  by 
the  side  of  a  wounded  Dervish,  a  box  of  Beecham's  pills 
partly  used.  I  hive  the  box  in  my  possession.  My  comrade, 
Sergt.  P.  Horgau,  saw  me  pick  it  up." 

Elliman's  Aftee  the  Hubeicane. — Mr.  R.  Bosworth 
Smith  has  sent  to  the  Times  an  interesting  letter  regarding 
the  hurricane  in  the  West  Indies  from  his  daughter,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Harry  Thompson,  the  Administrator  of  St. 
Vincent.  Mrs.  Thompson  gave  aid  to  all  she  could,  and 
says:  "  The  sufferers  in  the  hospital  are  marvellously  good 
and  patient  and  resigned.  I  say  to  them  in  their  own  words, 
'  Thank  God  for  life,'  and  they  all  answer  so  fervently,  '  Yes, 
yes,  my  missus,'  though  they  have  lost  everything  in  the 
world  they  possessed,  and  aresufferiog  from  hideous  wounds, 
many  of  them.  I'took  a  bottle  of  Elliman  with  me,  and  it 
made  many  happy  just  to  have  the  joy  of  'anointing  them- 
selves.' " 

German  Deuggists'  Geievances. — The  Imperial  Board  of 
Health  for  Germany  held  a  two-days'  meeting  on  September  8 
and  9,  to  consider  the  proposed  change  in  the  regulations  which 
deal  with  the  sale  of  medicines.  Druggists  are  strenuously  en- 
deavouring to  obtain  greater  freedom  in  the  sale  of  non-inju- 
rious remedies,  and  did  their  utmost  to  influence  the  meeting 
in  this  direction.  On  the  other  hand,  the  medical  advisers  of 
the  different  Governments  were  mostly  against  further  facili- 
ties being  granted  to  druggists.  A  thorough  discussion  of 
the  matter  followed,  and  rne  president  of  the  board  (Dr. 
Kohler)  pointed  out  that  the  meetiDg  was  merely  intended 
to  bring  out  the  views  of  the  interested  parties,  and  he 
hoped  that  a  via  media  would  be  found.    Apothekers  are  I 


naturally  jealous  of  encroachment  upon  their  privileges  by 
druggists;  but  while  looking  after  their  interests  in  that 
direction,  they  are  as  anxious  as  druggists  to  get  clearer 
definitions  affecting  the  sale  of  medicines  and  the  practice 
of  pharmacy. 

Tbinidad  Medical  and  Phaemacy  Law.— The  Legisla- 
tive Council  of  Trinidad,  on  September  12,  passed  a  new 
ordinance  for  amending  and  consolidating  the  law  with 
regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  Medical  Board,  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  the  selling  of  drugs.  The 
ordinance  enacts  that  no  one  will  be  able  to  practise  medi- 
cine in  the  island  who  does  not  hold  such  diplomas  as  would 
entitle  him  to  be  registered  as  a  physician  or  surgeon  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland.  A  little  opposition  to  this  was 
entered  by  M.  de  Verteuil,  who  ultimately  gave  way  on  the 
Attorney- General's  assurance  that  his  fears  were  groundless. 
When  the  Council  came  to  consider  the  clauses  relating  to 
the  sale  of  drugs  (which  is  entrusted  solely  to  licensed 
druggists),  Mr.  Goodwille  said  that  several  of  the  articles  in 
the  schedule  should  be  sold  at  grocers'  shops,  so  that  people 
might  get  such  things  as  syrup  of  phosphates,  cod-liver  oil, 
pills,  and  strengthening  tonics  at  reasonable  prices.  At 
present  the  ordinance  would  make  it  incumbent  on  the  seller 
not  to  sell  less  than  one  dozen.  The  Attorney-General  ex- 
plained that  that  part  of  the  ordinance  was  copied  from  the 
already  existing  one,  word  for  word,  and  went  on  to  point  out 
that  if  such  commodities  were  kept  in  small  shops,  perhaps 
for  two  or  three  years,  they  wo'.rld  not  be  of  much  value  as 
medicines.  What  they  wished  to  do  was  to  insure  to  the 
public  a  genuine  and  good  article.  This  clause  was  passed,  as 
also  was  another  which  specifies  that  no  poison,  drug,  or  com- 
pound should  be  sold,  and  no  medicine  dispensed,  except  in 
a  registered  shop  and  by  a  licensed  druggist  or  assistaDt- 
druggist.  The  Attorney-General  also  introduced  an  amend- 
ment against  the  sale  of  drugs  in  an  unwholesome  state  or 
unfit  for  use,  and  against  the  sale  of  drugs  diluted  with  any 
other  substance  except  in  accordance  with  the  prescription 
of  a  qualified  medical  man.  The  ordinance  was  finally 
passed,  and  came  into  effect  on  October  1. 

Wilhelm  and  the  Pharmacist. — The  Berlin  corre- 
spondent  of  the   Daily  News  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
telegraph  "a  pretty  little  story  "  about  the  German  Emperor's 
energy  in  army  inspection.      During  the  manoeuvres  at 
Oeynbausen  a  pharmacist  in  the  neighbouring  village  of 
Bergkirchen  was  rung  between  3  and  4  in  the  morning. 
The  pharmacist  got  up,  went  to  the  door,  and  asked,  "What's 
up?"    A  voice  answered,  "  Plea=e  ju3t  let  me  go  on  to  your 
verandah.    The  Army  Corps  is  going  to  be  alarmed,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  it  from  there."    The  pharmacist  replied 
that  the  request  was  unheard-of,  and  told  the  visitor  to  go 
away.    His  wife  had  her  say  too,  and  the  Westphalians  are 
not  noted  for  politeness.  The  man  standing  outside,  however, 
did  not  seem  to  mind,  and  repeated  his  request.    Finally  the 
pharmacist  called  out:  "Well,  who  in  the  name  of  wonder 
are  you  ?   What's  your  name  ?  "   "  Wilhelm,"  came  promptly 
back.   "  I  am  no  wiser  than  I  was.   Lots  of  people  are  called 
'Wilhelm.'    What  is  your  other  name?"    "Von  Hohen- 
zollern,"  the  voice  replied.    Only  now  did  it  begin  to  dawn 
upon  the  knight  of  the  pestle  who  his  visitor  was.    He  tore 
open  the  door,  and  before  him  stood  the  Emperor,  who 
seemed  to  have  greatly  enjoyed  the  fun.  After  some  minutes, 
which  the  pharmacist's  wife  required  to  put  in  order  the 
bedroom,  which  had  to  be  passed  through,  the  Emperor 
appeared  on  the  balcony,  and  ordered  the  alarm  signal  to  be 
given.    The  pharmacist's  wife  prepared  in  the  meantime 
coffee  for  his  Majesty,  which  he  accepted  with  thanks, 
asking  for  a  second  cup.    The  other  day  he  sent  his  hosts  his 
photograph  and  autograph  in  return  for  their  amiability. 
Another  version  of  the  story  comes  through  Paris.  This 
differs  in  stating  that  the  Kaiser's  aide-de-camp,  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  prepared  the  way  for  Wilhelm  by 
entering  the  bedroom  of  the  sleeping  apothekerand  aiousitJg 
him  and  his  wife.    The  apotheker,  according  to  this  account, 
was  "  Dr.  Siek."    The  Pharmaceutischc  Zeitung  gives  the 
Daily  News  account  of  the  affair,  and  from  a  directory  has 
identified   the  pharmacist  as  Dr.   Sieck.     The  Parisian 
account  says  it  was  Frau  Sieck  who  got  the  portrait,  which 
had  underneath  it  the  inscription  in  his  Majesty's  hand- 
writing : — "A  souvenir  of  the  invasion  at  Bergkirchen,  at 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  September  8. — Wilhelm  R. 
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Aitchison. — At  Priory  Terrace,  Kew  Green,  on  September 
■  30,  Brigade-surgeon  James  Edward  Tierney  Aitchison,  C.I  E., 
M.D.,  LL.D.,  FR.S.,  Hon.  M.P  S.  Aged  63  years.  This 
well-known  botanist  was  born  at  Neemush,  India,  on  October 
28,  1835,  he  being  the  second  son  of  Major  James  Aitchison. 
"He  was  educated  in  Lasswade  and  Dalkeith,  finishing  off  at 
the  Edinburgh  Academy.  Then  he  commenced  to  study 
medicine  at  the  University  there,  taking  great  interest  in 
botany,  then  taught  by  Professor  J.  H.  Balfour.  He  obtained  the 
L.R  C.S.E.  and  M.D.  Edin.  in  1856,  and  two  years  later  entered 
H.E  I. OS.  as  assistant-surgeon.  He  was  an  indefatigable 
•officer,  serving  politically,  professionally,  and  as  a  fighting 
man  ;  but  it  was  as  a  naturalist  that  he  was  known  to  science. 
His  first  work  was  a  catalogue  of  the  "Plants of  the  Punjaub 
and  Sindh,"  published  in  1869,  which  was  followed  by  a 
"  Handbook  of  the  Trade  Products  of  Leb,"  and  the  "  Flora  of 
the  Kurrum  Valley."  At  that  time,  1878-80,  he  was  serving 
in  the  Kurrum  Field  Force  as  surgeon  and  botanist,  and  in 
1884  the  knowledge  of  Afghan  flora  which  he  had  thus 
obtained  was  further  taken  advantage  of  by  his  appointment 
as  naturalist  with  the  Afghan  Delimitation  Commission.  The 
fruits  of  this  are  gathered  in  his  monographs  on  the  "  Botany 
and  Zoology  of  the  Commission,"  and  "  Notes  on  the  Pro- 
ducts of  Western  Afghanistan."  It  was  he  who  cleared  up 
what  mystery  surrounded  the  origin  of  asafetida  and 
kindred  drugs,  on  which  subject  he  communicated  articles 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  of  which  he 
was  elected  an  honorary  member  in  1891,  by  which  time  he 
had  retired  from  the  service.  Dr.  Aitchison  contested 
Clackmannan  and  Kinross  in  the  Unionist  interest  in  1892, 
but  had  not  since  taken  an  active  part  in  political  matters, 
and  lived  in  quiet  retirement  at  Mortlake,  where  his  wife  died 
last  year. 

Bullock — At  Salford,  Mr.  Henry  Bullock,  chemist, 
Oldfield  Road.  Aged  63.  The  late  Mr.  Bullock  was  for 
seventeen  years  a  member  of  the  Salford  Corporation,  retir- 
ing from  the  Council,  owing  to  failing  health,  about  five 
years  ago.  He  was  a  Conservative  in  politics  and  a  devoted 
churchman. 

Hetherington. — On  Sunday  morning,  October  2,  at  Bath 
Place,  Moffat,  Mr.  Thomas  Hetherington,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Moffat.  Mr.  Hetherington,  who  was  recovering 
from  a  severe  illness,  ventured  out  of  doors  too  early,  con- 
tracting a  chill ;  pleurisy  developed,  and  proved  fatal.  He 
was  a  native  of  Ruthwell,  and  went  to  Moffat  about  half  a 
century  ago,  when  he  started  business  as  a  chemist.  Mr. 
Hetherington  was  the  last  of  a  circle  of  public-spirited 
citizens  who  did  much  thirty  years  ago  to  popularise  Moffat 
as  a  summer  resort.  He  was  well-known  to  Moffat  visitors. 
Mr.  Hetherington,  who  was  over  70  years  of  age,  leaves  a 
widow,  two  sons,  and  three  daughters. 

Pitts. — On  August  2,  at  tbe  residence  of  his  youngest  son' 
William  Charles  Pitts,  38  Murray  Street,  Prahran,  Victoria- 
Edward  Wm.  Pitts,  chemist,  late  of  Bristol,  England,  of 
apoplexy.    Aged  76  years  and  6  months. 

Robinson.  —  On  September  30,  Mrs.  Sarah  Robinson, 
wife  of  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  chemist,  Addison  Street,  Notting- 
ham. Aged  68  Deceased  was  travelling  with  her  husband 
in  the  train  between  Nottingham  and  Stretton  when  she 
was  taken  suddenly  ill,  and  died  before  the  train  reached 
Derby.  It  is  believed  that  heart-disease  was  the  cause  of 
d  eath. 

Sage.— At  Weir  Hall,  Edmonton,  on  September  29,  Mr. 
Frederick  Sage,  the  founder  of  the  well-known  firm  of  shop- 
fitters  in  Gray's  Inn  Road,  and  the  inventor  of  sky-signs. 
Mr.  Sage  was  taken  ill  on  his  way  home  from  business  about 
two  weeks  ago,  and  bronchitis  supervening,  he  succumbed 
to  it.   He  was  67  years  of  age. 

Sandeman.— On  September  29,  Mr.  Patrick  Sandeman,  of 
Dundee.  Some  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Sandeman  succeeded 
-£L  cnemist's  business  for  long  carried  on  under  the 
Pillars  by  Dr.  Greig.  Ten  years  ago  he  went  into  the  whole- 
sale drysaltery-trade  (principally  the  importation  of  castor 
oil),  which  developed  into  a  large  concern.  Mr.  Sandeman 
iras  in  his  65th  year.  I 


Xcgal  IReports. 


Irish  Pharmacy  Act. 

Further  Prosecutions  in  Belfast. 

In  the  Summons  Court  on  September  29,  before  Mr.  F.  G. 
Hodder,  R.M.,  and  William  Masterson,  David  Mansen,  an 
assistant  in  a  branch  shop  of  the  l  ister  Chemists  Company 
(Limited),  was  summoned  for  selling  a  medical  prescription 
on  July  6. 

Mr.  W.  Martin  McGrath  (instructed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Don- 
nelly, for  Mr.  W.  B  Gal  way)  appeared  for  the  complainants, 
and  Mr.  Norman  Charley,  Lisburn  defended. 

Mr.  McGrath  said  the  prosecution  was  instituted  under  the 
30th  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1875.  Stewart 
Williams,  inspector  for  the  Society,  stated  that  on  July  6  he 
went  to  the  premises  of  the  Ulster  Chemists  Company 
(Limited),  Peter's  Hill,  and  presented  a  prescription  from 
Dr.  Spiller,  of  the  Royal  Hospital,  which  contained  a 
scheduled  poison.  The  defendant  was  in  charge  of  the 
premises.  Witness  gave  him  the  prescription,  and  asked  him 
to  fill  it.  He  said  he  would  do  so,  and  asked  witness  to  call 
back  for  it.  Witness  returned,  and  got  the  bottle  (produced), 
for  which  he  paid  a  sum  of  money. 

David  William  Elliott,  compouuder  for  the  Rcyal  Hospital, 
said  the  prescription  produced  was  in  Dr.  Spiller's  hand- 
writing. 

Mr.  Hodder  here  desired  to  know  whether  the  contention  of 
the  society  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  every  person  behind  the 
counter  of  a  chemist's  shop  should  be  a  registered  phar- 
maceutical chemist  ? 

Mr.  M'Grath:  Yes,  if  he  sells. 

Mr.  Charley  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  what  the  Society 
wanted  was  to  get  a  conviction  against  the  company,  having 
failed  in  their  first  summons.  He  contended  that  the  person 
who  handed  a  prescription  across  the  counter  was  not  the 
person  who  sold  ;  he  was  simply  a  dispenser.  To  show  the 
inconsistency  of  the  Society,  he  might  point  out  that  one  of 
the  regulations  was  that  before  being  qualified  for  member- 
ship it  was  necessary  to  have  done  for  two  years  the  very 
thing  for  which  they  now  summoned  his  client. 

Mr.  Hodder  said  the  policy  of  the  act  was  to  have  a 
qualified  person  always  on  the  premises  of  a  chemist's  shop, 
but  whether  it  intended  that  every  assistant  who  sold  across 
the  counter  should  be  a  qualified  person  was  another  matter. 

Mr.  McGrath  said  his  argument  went  even  as  far  as  that, 
and  he  did  not  shirk  from  the  extent  of  it. 

Mr.  Masterson  said  he  would  like  to  know  what  other  work 
there  would  be  for  assistants  in  chemists'  shops  if  they  did 
not  compound  and  sell  prescriptions. 

Mr.  McGrath  said  he  dealt  with  the  law  as  he  found  it. 

After  further  legal  argument, 

Mr.  Hodder  said  he  could  not  distinguish  the  case  against 
Wheeldon  from  the  one  which  had  been  now  presented  to 
him,  although  it  appeared  to  be  an  exception  to  the 
general  law  in  such  cases.  They  must  take  it  on  the 
evidence  that  the  defendant  was  the  party  who  effected  the 
sale  in  the  case,  and  under  the  circumstances  he  did  not 
think  they  had  aoy  alternative  but  to  impose  the  full  penalty 
of  51. 

There  was  a  second  summons  against  the  same  defendant 
for  compounding,  but  the  complainants  withdrew  it.  On  the 
application  of  Mr.  Charley,  Mr.  Hodder  agreed  to  state  a  case. 


James  Hogg,  York  Street,  was  summoned  for  keeping  open 
shop  for  the  sale  of  medical  prescriptions,  he  not  being  a 
person  qualified  in  that  behalf  according  to  the  Act. 

Mr.  McGrath  prosecuted  and  Mr.  Henry  Hanna  appeared 
for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  McGrath  said  the  facts  in  this  case  were  that  the 
society's  inspector  had  gone  to  the  premises  of  the  defendant 
on  July  17,  and  presented  a  prescription  to  the  gentleman  in 
charge,  who,  he  understood,  was  a  qualified  pharmaceutical 
chemist.  He  compounded  the  prescription  and  gave  him 
a  bottle,  for  which  the  inspector  paid.  The  prescription 
contained  a  scheduled  poison.  Evidence  to  this  effect  having 
been  given, 

Mr.  Samuel  Hogg  (the  defendant's  son)  was  examined  and 
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stated  that  he  was  the  person  who  filled  the  prescription. 
The  shop  was  bis  father's,  but  he  had  a  share  of  the  profits. 

Mr.  Hanna  contended  that  Mr.  S.  Hogg  was  in  reality 
a  person  who  kept  the  place  for  the  sale  of  prescriptions.  In 
the  second  place,  he  put  it  that  Mr.  James  Hogg,  the 
defendant,  was  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  and  entitled 
to  compound  poisons. 

Mr.  Hodder  said  this  case  was  at  aDy  rate  straightforward 
and  aboveboard,  and  there  had  been  no  danger  to  the  public 
health  through  the  action  of  the  defendant.  An  arrange- 
ment between  the  father  and  son  would  have  obviated  all 
trouble,  but  the  complainants  had  made  their  case  that  there 
had  been  a  violation  of  the  statute,  and  a  fine  of  5^.  would 
have  to  be  imposed. 

A  third  summons  was  brought  against  Hugh  McTntyre, 
assistant  to  Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.'s,  "Victoria  Stieet,  for 
selling  poison,  and  a  fine  of  51.  was  imposed. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Milk  op  Sulphite. 
At  Chippenham  on  September  29,  Mr.  A.  B.  Turpin,  chemist, 
was  summoned  for  selling  sixpennywotth  of  mdk  of  sulphur 
which  the  public  analyst  certified  contained  SO  percent  of 
crjstallised  sulphate  of  lime  and  was  cot  in  accordance  with 
the  British  Pharmacopeia  1898.  The  inspector  stated  that 
err=fecervirrg--the  drug  from  Mr.  Turpin,  and  informing  him 
that  it  was  required  for  analysis,  Mr.  Turpin  offered  to 
exchange  it  for  the  BP.  1898  pieparation,  as  lequiied  by  the 
County  Council.  It  was  quite  open  for  the  defendant,  said 
the  prosecuting  solicitor,  to  have  stated  on  the  label,  " Milk 
of  sulphur — this  contains  sulphate  of  lime,"  and  to  have 
drawn  attention  to  the  fact,  but  this  was  cot  done.  The 
inspector  knew  some  chemists  who  sold  the  powder  with 
such  a  label,  and  held  that  defendant  was  culpable,  and 
asked  for  a  penalty.  Mr.  Turpin  produced  a  printed  list  of 
over  a  hundred  altered  preparations  in  the  new  B.P.,  and  the 
inspector  admitted  that  the  sale  of  any  one  of  these  would 
bring  him  under  the  operation  of  the  Act.  Defendant 
referred  to  the  injustice  of  the  Jaw  which  "  in  a  day  "  made 
a  great  portion  of  a  chemist's  stock  useless  and  obsolete.  He 
likewise  produced  a  price-list  showing  that  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  the  drugs  was  only  Id.  per  lb.,  and  he  also 
obtained  an  admission  from  the  analyst  that  it  was  not  an 
added  adulterant,  but  a  result  obtained  in  the  process  of 
manufacture.  Mr.  Coles,  chemist,  Chippenham,  said  it  had 
been  the  custom  of  the  trade  to  sell  the  old  form  of  milk  of 
sulphur,  and,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  change 
had  only  been  in  operation  for  a  few  months,  the  Bench 
decided  not  to  convict,  but  administered  a  caution,  and 
warned  defendant  to  label  the  diug,  stating  it  contained 
sulphate  of  lime. 


Mr.  John  Painter,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
Malmesbury,  was  summoned  at  the  Police  Court,  on  Septem- 
ber 27,  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  for  selling  milk  of 
sulphur  not  of  the  nature,  substance,  and  quality  demanded 
by  the  purchaser,  on  August  11.  The  public  analyst  had 
certified  that  it  contained  40  per  cent,  of  milk  of  sulphur 
and  60  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  lime.  Mr.  Painter,  in  defence, 
stated  that  he  had  sold  the  article  in  exactly  the  same  con- 
dition as  he  received  it  from  Messrs.  Allen  &  Sons,  Poplar, 
London.  He  contended  that  the  article  sold  was  milk  of 
sulphur  as  the  drug-trade  knew  it.  The  Bench,  after  con- 
sulting, announced  through  the  Chairman  (Sir  E.  H.  Pollen) 
that  they  considered  an  offence  had  been  committed,  but 
they  were  of  opinion  that  defendant  had  sold  the  article  in 
the  same  condition  as  he  had  received  it.  If  the  firm  from 
whom  he  had  received  it  had  been  before  them  on  the  charge, 
the  Bench  would  have  dealt  with  them  severely.  Defendant 
would  be  fined  the  nominal  sum  of  6d.  and  8.s.  6d.  costs,  and 
he  was  advised  in  the  f  uture  to  obtain  a  warranty  with  his 
goods. 


L:me-  wax  En. 

AT  the  Nottingham  Summons  Court,  on  September  29, 
William  Thomas  Gibson,  chemist,  Denman  Street,  was 
charged  with  selling  lime-water,  on  August  19,  in  which 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  9  per  cent,  of  lime.    Mr.  H.  W. 


Day  appeared  to  prosecute,  and  Mr.  F.  Ben}  man  defended. 
Inspector  Byrns  deposed  to  having  obtained  a  quantity  of 
lime-water  from  Ihe  defendant,  which  he  bad  submitted  to 
analysis.  Evidence  was  given  by  Dr.  Boobbyer,  who  spoke 
of  the  prejudice  to  the  buyer  through  the  deficiency  of  lime. 
Defendant  was  put  into  the  box,  and  stated  that  he  prepaid! 
the  lime-water  according  to  the  British  Pharmacol  u-ia.  In 
answer  to  Mr.  Day,  he  said  he  filtered  it  instead  of  using  a 
syphcn,  and  by  doing  that  a  small  quantity  of  lime  was 
deposited.    The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  10s. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Philip  and  Moebis. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Friday,  before  Mr.  G.  Pitt- 
Lewis,  Q  C,  the  Deputy  Judge,  the  case  of  Bush  v.  Goldberg, 
which  was  partly  heard  a  fortnight  ago,  and  repotted  in  the 
C.  $  D.  September  24,  was  advanced  another  stage.  It  wil) 
be  remembered  that  the  plaintiffs,  Messrs.  Bush  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Artillery  Lane,  E.C  ,  had  recovered  judgment 
against  the  defendants,  Messrs.  H.  Goldberg  &  Co.,  107  New 
Road,  Whitechapel,  E.,  for  9^.  6i.  6d.  for  essences  supplied  to 
their  order.  Execution  had  been  levied  by  the  plaintiffs, 
and  the  defendants'  goods  were  sold  by  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  Court.  An  application  was  n/ow  made  by  the  defendants 
to  have  the  whole  proceedings  set  aside  on  the  ground  that 
the  money  was  not  due  and  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
proceedings  until  the  bailiff  of  the  Court  seized  their  goods 
under  the  warrant  of  execution.  The  summons  had,  it 
appeared,  been  served  upon  Morris  Goldberg,  who  was  no 
relation  to  the  defendants.  Ihilip  Goldberg  said  that  he 
was  the  real  defendant,  for  he  traded  as  H.  Goldberg  k  Co., 
the  "  H  "  standing  for  Hannah,  his  wife's  name. .  1  he  plaintiffs 
on  the  other  hand  contended  that  the  right  defendant, 
Philip  Goldberg,  knew  of  the  action,  and  therefore  their 
proceedings  were  quite  in  order.  The  Deputy  Judge  on  the 
former  occasion  said  that  he  thought  the  whole  thing  was 
a  juggle,  but  he  adjourned  the  matter  to  consider  what  be 
would  do,  the  moEey  in  the  meantime  to  be  brought  into 
Court.  His  Honour  now  said  that  that  had  been  done. 
Upon  going  into  the  case  fully  he  had  found  that  there  was 
a  whole  tribe  of  Goldbergs  living  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood where  the  defendants  traded,  and  it  was  scarcely 
possible  to  tell  one  from  the  other.  Tbey  seemed  very  well 
to  understand  one  another,  but  it  was  pretty  clear  that  the- 
summons  was  served  upon  Morris  Goldberg  instead  of  on 
Philip  Goldberg.  Morris  might  no  doubt  have  told  his 
friend  Philip  lound  the  corner  that  he  had  a  summons  _for 
him,  but  he  did  not  do  so.  It  was  indeed  a  most  interesting 
juggle.  He  was  satisfied  that  all  that  had  taken  place  was 
a  collusion  between  Philip  Goldberg  and  the  man  who  had 
the  summons.  What  he  bad  to  consider  was  whether 
Philip  Goldberg  ought  to  leceive  any  indulgence  at  all  from 
the  Court.  Ihe  one  comfort  was  that  1he  money  was  in 
Couit.  Ihe  best  thing  to  do  under  all  the  circumstances 
was  to  order  a  new  trial,  but  the  money  would  stay  in  Court 
until  the  re- hearing.  He  extremely  regretted  that  there  w:as 
no  power  to  reach  and  punish  Morris  Goldberg  in  some  wayor 
other.  Mr.  Markham,  defendant's  solicitor,  said  that  his  client 
did  not  want  a  new  trial,  for  be  admitted  owing  something. 
What  they  desired  was  to  have  the  proceedings  set.  aside  on 
the  ground  that  tbe-hailiff  of  the  Court  did  not  in  fact  serve 
the  defendants  with  the  original  process  of  the  Couit  as  bad 
at  first  been  certified.  The  Deputy  Judge  declined  to  set 
aside  the  service  of  the  original  summons.  Mr.  Markham 
ventured  to  remaik  that  the  Deputy  Judge  had  dealt  a  little 
hardly,  probably  unwittingly,  with  Morris  Goldberg.  The 
Deputy  Judge:  I  think  this  man  was  served  and  knew  al) 
about  it,  but  there  will  be  a  new  trial.  The  money  will 
remain  in  Court.  You  need  not  have  a  new  trial  if  you  do 
not  care  about  it. 


A  Sponge-transaction. 
At  the  Birmingham  County  Court,  on  Monday,  Samuel  Mar- 
ca;on,  sponge-merchant,  Snow  Hill,  Birmingham,  sued 
Arthur  M.  Carr,  chemist,  Church  Gre6ley,  Burton-on- Trent, 
for  81.  4s.,  the  balance  of  the  price  of  goods  alleged  to  have 
b;en  sold  and  delivered  to  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff 
a'leged  that  he  called  on  Mr.  Carr  at  his  shop  at  Church 
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Gresley,  and  sold  him  three  cases  of  sporjges.  In  cross- 
examination  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Timms,  Swadlincote  (who  appeared 
for  defendant),  the  plaintiff  denied  that  the  signature  to  a 
receipt  purporting  to  be  signed  by  him  was  in  his  hand- 
writing, and  swore  that  the  goods  had  all  been  sold  and 
deliveied  and  the  transaction  completed  at  one  time.  Mr. 
Timms  produced  this  receipt,  which  was  for  2/.  19s.  Com- 
plaint bad  been  made  by  the  defendant  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  that  it  was  unstamped,  and  the  plaintiff  had  paid  a 
fine  of  11.  to  the  Inland  Revenue,  who  then  gave  permission 
for  the  document  to  be  stamped.  The  case  for  the  defence 
was  that  only  one  lot  of  sponges  had  been  purchased  and 
delivered,  and  that  the  receipt  now  produced  related  to 
them.  The  plaintiff  left  two  other  cases  at  defendant's 
premises  at  the  former's  own  desire,  but  these  had  been 
returned,  and  plaintiff  had  refused  to  take  them  in.  Defen- 
dant was  supported  by  his  nephew,  Mr.  Clement  Wood,  who 
happened  to  be  in  his  shop  when  the  transaction  took  place. 
The  Judge  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant.  He  disbelieved, 
he  said,  the  evidence  of  the  plaintiff,  and  ordered  the  docu- 
ments in  the  case  to  be  impounded,  in  order  that  an  oppor- 
tunity might  be  given  to  consider  whether  the  plaintiff 
should  not  be  prosecuted  for  perjury.  He  also  directed  the 
Registrar  to  allow  expenses  on  the  most  liberal  scale  possible. 
The  case  ought  never  to  have  been  brought  in  the  Birming- 
ham Court.  The  transaction  took  place  at  Church  Gresley, 
and  the  action  ought  to  have  been  brought  there. 


Patent-food  Dispute. 

In  the  Citv  of  London  Court  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr,  Buchanan,  Sons  &  Foster  (Limited).  Scotch- 
food  manufacturers,  sought  to  recover  the  sum  of  10/  3.s  3d. 
for  patent  Scotch  food  supplied  to  Mr.  H.  Adams,  375  High 
Road,  Chiswiok.  The  defendant  said  the  food  was  sent  to 
him  under  false  pretences.  Mr.  F.  Rooth,  plaintiffs'  counsel, 
said  the  defendant  gave  the  order  for  the  goods  in  the  usual 
way,  and  they  were  sent  him.  The  defendant  said  the 
food  was  not  saleable.  The  plaintiffs'  traveller  told  him 
that  all  the  principal  hospitals  had  taken  it  up,  and  that  he 
was  making  3/.  or  4/.  per  week  out  of  the  customers  whom 
he  had  already  obtained  orders  from.  Mr.  Kooth  said  their 
representative  was  ill.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr :  I  must  see 
that  representative.  The  case  will  be  adjourned  for  his 
attendance. 


Six  Pounds  a  Tooth. 
In  the  case  of  Richardson  v.  Freeman,  before  Judge  Lumley 
Smith,  Q  C  ,  on  October  4  in  the  Westminster  County  Couit, 
an  action  was  brought  to  recover  13/.,  balance  of  account  for 
stopping  five  of  the  teeth  of  Miss  Freeman,  defendant's 
daughter. 

When  the  young  lady  first  went  to  plaintiff  it  was  arranged 
that  payment  should  be  by  time,  and  at  the  rate  of  a  guinea 
each  half-hour.  There  were  twenty- eight  half-hours,  and  he 
sent  a  diagram  to  the  defendant. 

His  Honour :  This  is  like  a  picture  out  of  Euclid. 

Plaintiff  (who  is  an  American)  said  there  were  fourteen 
separate  half-hours  spent  on  one  tooth. 

His  Honour:  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  takes  fourteen 
half-hours  to  stop  a  tooth  ? 

Plaintiff :  My  dear  sir.  sometimes  it  takes  a  whole  week. 
Surgeons  all  charge  by  time. 

His  Honour  pointed  out  t.hat  a  celebrated  surgeon  cut  off 
a  leg,  arid  charged  ICO  guineas,  and  when  the  time  he  took 
was  remarked  upon  he  replied  :  "  My  dear  sir,  I  could  have 
taken  an  hour.    A  surgeon  minimises  time." 

Plaintiff  :  Sometimes  they  take  a  whole  day. 

His  Honour:  Yes,  because  you  have  to  stop  and  read  the 
newspaper.    That  is  my  experience.    At  the  outside  there 

wHh  °nly  seven  teeth  stopfed-  What  did  y°u  st°P  them 

Plaintiff  ■  It  is  not  a  matter  of  filling,  sir.  He  then  went 
on  to  explain  in  technical  language  what  was  done  to  the 
teeth.    He  had  often  three  operators  at  one  time  on  a  tooth. 

His  Honour  (in  surprise)  :  How  can  three  people  get  at 
one  tooth  at  one  time  1 

Plaintiff  said  the  surgeon  placed  the  gold,  one  of  the 
others  fixed  it  in  the  tooth,  and  the  other  tapped  it. 


His  Honour :  I  have  heard  of  two  men  to  one  spade,  but 
three  men  to  one  tooth  never.  (Laughter.)  It  works  out  at 
61.  a  tooth,  doesn't  it  1 

Plaintiff :  That  is  a  serious  way  of  looking  at  it.  I  never 
charge  less  than  twenty  guineas  for  an  operation  like  this. 

His  Honour  :  What,  stopping  a  tooth  1 

Mrs.  Lillyjoy,  nee  Freeman,  said  the  arrangement  she 
made  was  to  pay  10/.,  but  she  did  pay  15/.,  and  only  five 
teeth  had  been  treated  altogether. 

His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant,. with  costs, 
being  of  opinion  that  the  amount  paid,  15/.,  was  enough. 


The  Halifax  and  District  MineraUwater 
Company  v.  Bullock. 

In  the  Vacation  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before  Mr.  Justice- 
Channel),  Mr.  Ashton  Cross  moved,  on  behalf  of  the  Halifax 
and  District  Mineral-water  Company  (Limited)  t>.  Bullock, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  and  manager  of  the  busi- 
ness carried  on  by  the  defendant,  and  also  for  an  injunction 
to  restrain  him  from  acting  in  opposition  to  the  company. 
Counsel  stated  that  the  plaintiff  company  was  formed  to 
take  over  a  number  of  businesses  in  Halifax  and  district, 
including  that  carried  on  by  the  defendant.  The  defendant 
had  agreed  to  sell  his  business  to  the  company  for  a  share 
and  cash  consideration,  but  he  now  declined  to  carry  out  the 
contract.  His  objection  to  the  fulfilling  the  agreement  was 
that  his  wife  was  a  partner,  and  he  wanted,  on  that  ground, 
a  larger  proportion  of  cash.  Mr.  Baker,  who  appeared  for 
the  defendant,  said  his  client  was  prepared  to  keep  strict 
account  of  the  business  until  the  question  was  settled.  The 
business  really  belonged  to  the  wife.  Mr.  Cross  said  it  was 
proposed  to  continue  the  defendant  as  manager  of  the  busi- 
ness at  a  salary  of  2/.  a  week,  but  he  asked  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  independent  gentleman  as  receiver.  His  Lord- 
ship thought  that  the  proper  course,  and  referred  the  matter 
to  Chambers  to  appoint  a  gentleman  as  receiver. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


He  William  Donald  Clabk,  Stock's  Hill  Drug  Stores, 
Leeds,  Chemist. 

This  debtor  came  up  for  his  adjourned  public  examination 
at  the  Leeds  Bankruptcy  Court  on  September  27.  Debtor, 
who  is  23  years  of  age,  commenced  business  in  July,  1897, 
having  a  fall  off-licence  connected  with  his  shop.  He 
attributed  his  failure  to  "  lack  of  experience  in  the  beer 
trade."    The  examination  was  closed. 


Beet)  of  arrangement. 


Brown,  Henry  Armstrong-,  31  Beatrice  Street  and  North  Bridge 
Street,  Moukwearmouth,  Sunderland,  chemist.  Trustee,  Win.  Dawson, 
jun.,  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland,  chartered  accountant.  Dated, 
September  23  :  filed,  September  30.  Secured  creditors.  77/. ;  liabilities 
unsecured,  908/.  9j.  10</. ;  estimated  net  assets,  604?.  3s.  Bd.  Th.fr 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£    3.  d. 

Bishops,  London  12   0  0 

Bleasdale  (Limited),  York    26   0  0 

Brown,  G.  J.,  Sunderland    34   0  0 

Daisy  (Limited*,  Leeds  1100 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool  34   0  0 

Friend,  H.,  Sunderland   30   0  0 

Golding,  — ,  Sunderland  10   0  0 

Harrhon,  W.  B.,  &  Co.,  Sunderland  12   0  0 

Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  London   20    0  0 

Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Leeds    ..'   58   0  0 

Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co.,  London  14   0  0 

Kirtley,  J.  G.,  Sunderland   10   0  0 

Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  Hull   11    0  0 

Ramies,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh    22   0  0 

Taylor,  J.  &  H.,  Birmingham   20   0  0 

Wilkinson,  — ,  Pendleton   13   0  0 

Wilson,  0.  W.,  &  Son6,  Sunderland  10   0  0 

Bankers'  claims  316   0  0 
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PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Fox,  J.  A.,  Fox,  J.,  Fox,  B.,  and  Smith,  A.,  under  the  style  of 

Ii\  x  Brothers  &  Co.,  Macclesfield,  soap-manufacturers. 
Hotfmeister,   W.,   Hoffmeister,    J.    B.,    and  Hoffmeister, 

H.  E.  W.,  under  the  style  of  Drs.  W  J.  &  E.  Hoffmeister,  Oowes, 

physicians  and  surgeons ;  so  far  as  regards  J.  B.  Hoffmeister. 
Passmore,  G.  S.,  and  Passmore,  J.  E.,  under  the  style  of  Mac- 

loghlin,  Passmore  &  Passmore,  Wigan,  surgeons. 
Roe,  J.  W.,  and  Glasson,  C.  J.,  under  the  style  of  Roe  &  Glassou, 

Ellesmere,  Salop,  physicians,  surgeons,  and  apothecaries. 
Sequeira,  J.  S.,  and  Jones,  T.,  under  the  style  of  Sequeira  &  Jones, 

Lemau  Street,  Whiteoliapel,  E.,  general  medical  practitioners. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 

^ook,  Henry  Samuel,  Birmingham,  doctor  of  medicine. 

Vines,  H.  Kenriek,  Adelaide  Road,  Brockley,  S.E  ,  medical  practitioner. 

Adjudioatiofs 
Burrell,  George  William,  Birstall,  aerated-water  manufacturer. 
Gledhill,  Albert,  Crawley,  veterinary  surgeon. 

IRcw  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


Longmate's  Syndicate  (Limited). — Capital  1,000/.,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at 
Lincoln  as  "  W.  C.  Longmate  &  Co.  (Limited),"  and  to  carry- 
on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  anatomical, 
orthopcedic  and  surgical  appliances  and  instruments,  artificial 
limbs,  &c.  Registered  without  articles  of  association.  Re- 
gistered office,  13  Silver  Street,  Lincoln. 

Camille  Simon  (Limited). —  Capital  3  500/.,  in  1/, 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
Camille  M.  E.  Simon,  at  Pier  House,  Chiswick,  W.,  and  to 
cairy  on  the  business  of  soap  and  dye  manufacturers,  oil 
and  colouimen,  glucose  manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  directors 
are  Camille  M.  E.  Simon  (with  210/.  per  annum),  Louis  P. 
Simon  (160/.  per  annum),  and  Thomas  Brutton  (with  130/. 
£>er  annum).    Qualification,  500/. 

Medical  Battery  Company  (Limited). — Capital  5  000/., 
in  1/  shares  Objects:  To  acquire  all  the  rights,  copyrights, 
patents,  businesses,  &c.  formerly  owned  by  Cornelius  B. 
Harness,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  electrical  appliance 
.manufacturers,  electrical  and  mechanical  therapeutical  in- 
stitution proprietors,  &c.  The  first  diiectors  are  C.  B. 
Harness  and  another,  to  be  afterwards  appointed.  Re- 
muneration, 5/.  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits,  divided  between 
them 

Dr.  W.  H.  May  (Limited). — Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
patent  medicine  manufacturers  and  dealers,  &e.  The  first 
subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — Albert  E.  Hosier, 
15  Ashenden  Road,  Lower  C'apton,  clerk  ;  Harry  E.  Tookey, 
38  Trafalgar  Road,  Greenwich,  writer;  Robert  Evans,  419 
Strand,  W.C.,  clerk;  Jos.  H.  Fairchild,  124  Abbey  Road, 
West  Ham,  clerk;  Robeit  J.  Watson,  108  Plashet  Grove, 
Upton  Park,  E.,  stationer;  Wm.  H.  Martin,  15  King  Street, 
Cheapside,  B.C.,  solicitor ;  Edward  Osborne,  15  Fassett 
Square,  Dak  ton,  clerk.  Registered  without  articles  of  asso- 
ciation.   Registered  office,  90  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C. 

Chaloners  (Limited). — Capital  1 500/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist 
and  druggist  carried  on  by  Henry  Chaloner,  at  166  Withton 
Lane,  Aston,  Birmingham,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
•drysalters,  grocers,  stationers,  oil,  paint  and  colour  manu- 
facturers, and  makers  of  and  dealers  in  horse  and  cattle 
•medicines  and  foods.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are : — Henry  Chaloner,  166  Witton  Lane,  Aston, 
chemist ;  John  Chaloner,  Chapel-en-le-Frith,  engineer  ;  Wm. 
Chaloner,  Stockport.  C.A. ;  Mrs.  Henry  Chaloner,  166  Witton 
Lane,  Aston  :  Mrs.  Wm.  Chaloner,  Kingston  House,  Didsbnry  ; 
Mis.  Margaret  Chaloner,  19  Powis  Square,  Brighton  ;  John 
Hooley,  Daisy  Bank,  Offerton,  hosier.  The  first  directors  are 
Henry   Chaloner  (Chairman),  John   Chaloner  and  Wm. 


Chaloner.  Qualification,  25/.  Remuneration,  as  the  company 
may  decide.  Registered  o  ffi  ce,  166  Witton  Lane,  Aston 
Birm  ingham. 


W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  directors  announce 
an  interim  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  ordi- 
nary shares  for  the  half-year  ending  June  30. 

Chemists  Co-operative  Society  (Limited).— The  final 
I  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  this  company,  in  liquidation, 
was  held  on  Thursday,  October  6,  at  the  offices  of  Messrs. 
Ashurst,  Morris,  Crispe  &  Co.,  Throgmorton  Avenue, 
E.C.  The  Liquidator  (Dr.  Clarke,  M.P.)  was  in 
ibe  chair,  and  he  reportel  that  he  had  paid 
the  creditors  of  the  company  dividends  amounting  to  16,v. 
in  the  pound,  and  now  held  just  sufficient  to  pay  the  legal 
charges  attending  the  final  winding-up  of  the  affairs  of  the 
company.  The  liquidator  was  released  from  his  office,  and 
the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Clarke  for 
the  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  te  had  wound-up  the 
affairs  of  the  company. 

Chemical-shares. — Fresh  weakness  ha*  developed  in 
United  Alkali  shares,  and  prices  are  lower  all  round.  The 
ordinary  have  fallen  Is.  9^.,  the  preference  2s.  6cZ  ,  and  the 
debenture  10.S.  The  chemical- trade  is,  of  course,  not  alto- 
gether satisfactory.  In  some  respects  the  demand  is  better, 
but  in  alkali  itself  there  is  no  improvement.  What  is 
affecting  the  Alkali  Company  is  probably  also  operating 
against  Sadler  &  Co.  (Limited)  (Middlesbrough),  whose 
shares,  since  the  end  of  June,  have  declined  from  about 
6  per  cent,  to  4§  per  cent.  The  Castner-Kellner  Alkali 
Company  is  in  a  more  favourable  position,  and  the  market- 
price  for  the  1/.  shares,  fully  paid,  is  about  "lbs.  —  Newcastle 
Leader. 


£rat>e  IRotcs. 


Mr.  B.  Kuhn  has  obtained  a  bronze  medal  for  Chinosol 
at  the  Sanitary  Congress  held  at  Birmingham. 

A  branch  of  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  London,  has 
been  established  at  82  Warren  Street,  Nesv  York  City. 

Messrs.  Kilner  Brothers,  G.N.  Goods  Depot,  London' 
N.,  have  issued  a  new  illustiated  price-list  of  bottles  for 
aerated  waters  and  other  beverages. 

Victoria  Violets  Soap  is  a  richly- scented  and  super- 
fatted toilet-soap  which  Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.  have 
lately  introduced.  The  design  of  the  packing  is  attractive. 
This  soap  is  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

Messrs.  James  Townsend  &  Son,  of  Exeter  and  LondoD, 
are  the  first  chemists'  printers  to  send  us  samples  of  their 
almanacs  for  1899.  These  comprise  several  varieties  of 
small  calendars,  a  purse-almanac,  a  pocket-almanac,  a 
bouquet-almanac,  and  three  illustrated  octavo  annuals,  one 
of  which  is  entitled  "The  Household  Assistant  and  Medical 
Guide."  In  this  especially,  and  to  an  extent  in  the  others, 
the  literary  matter  seems  to  have  been  wisely  selected  as 
appropriate  for  chemists  to  distribute.  Ready-printed 
patent-medicine  price-lists  are  also  offered. 

Soda-water  Machinery.  —  Messrs.  Barnett  &  Foster 
Niagara  Works,  Eagle  Wharf  Road,  N.,  have  sent  us  the 
forty-first  edition  of  their  illustrated  catalogue  "  A"  of  soda- 
water  machinery.  Each  edition  of  this  list  seems  to  surpass 
its  predecessor  in  get-up  and  conciseness.  The  book  con- 
tains particulars  of  every  requirement  of  a  present-day  manu- 
facturer of  aerated  beverages.  A  new  telegraphic  code  has 
been  compiled,  and  among  the  apparatus  introduced  we 
notice  a  new  gas  detector  or  washer  with  glass  body;  a 
patent  saturator  for  mixing  the  gas  and  water,  and  which 
has  three  chambers  to  ensure  perfect  saturation,  and  the 
"Leader"  and  "  Bolton"  filling-machines  for  screw-stoppered 
and  corked  bottles  respectively.  There  are  many  improve- 
ments in  minor  classes  of  apparatus,  such  as  sjruping- 
machines,  bottle-washers,  and  fillers,  while  the  list  of  soluble 
essences  has  been  much  extended.  In  short,  the  list  is^  a 
most  complete  catalogue  of  aerated-water  machinery,  and  its 
perusal  will  repay  any  user  of  machinery  of  this  class  by 
suggesting  labour-saving,  and  consequently  money-making, 
improvements  on  his  present  appaiatus. 
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Hbc  ADeMcal  Session. 


THE  session  at  the  medical  schools  opened  in  earnest  on 
Monday,  and  first  place  must  be  given  to 

Peofessoe  Rudolf  Viechow, 

the  distinguished  German  pathologist,  who  delivered  the 
Huxley  Memorial  lecture  to  the  students  of  Charing  Cross 
Hospital  Medical  School.  St.  Martin's  Town  Hall  was  the 
place  selected  for  the  audience,  and  the  ilite  of  the  medical 
profession  were  there  to  join  Lord  Lister  (the  Chairman  of 
the  day)  in  giving  Professor  Virchow  welcome.  The  students, 
old  and  new,  did  the  rest.  Huxley  was  a  Charing  Cross 
Hospital  student;  hence  the  memorial  lecture.  Professor 
Virchow  spoke  on  "  Recent  Advances  in  Science  and  their 


Professor  Vibchow, 

bearing  on  Medicine  and  Surgery "  First  he  dealt  with 
Huxley's  work,  especially  the  influence  of  biology  upon 
medicine,  as  it  was  biology  which  Huxley  adorned.  He 
filled  the  gaps  which  Darwin  left  in  his  argument  about  the 
descent  of  man,  by  showing  that,  whatever  their  relationship, 
man  and  the  lower  animals  are  one  in  respect  of  substance 
and  structure.  The  importance  of  this  fact  as  a  guiding 
line  to  the  physician  and  surgeon  was  emphasised,  and 
Professor  Virchow  proceeded  to  discuss  heredity,  parasitism 
and  infection,  and  antiseptic  surgery.  Then  Professor  Virchow 
referred  in  eloquent  and  eulogistic  terms  to  Lord  Lister's 
services  to  medical  science.  "  I  am  proud,"  he  said,  "to  be 
able  to  greet  him  as  an  old  friend,"  and,  turning  from  his 
desk  with  a  sudden  impulse,  Professor  Virchow  cordially 
grasped  Lord  Lister's  hand — the  unpremeditated  incident 
being  greeted  with  a  storm  of  cheering  which  did  not  quickly 
subside.  He  then  spoke  of  immunisation,  and  what  it  is 
yet  to  do  for  mankind — as  much  as  Jenner's  great  discovery 
has  done,  for  vaccination  has  taken  root  everywhere,  except 
in  the  public  fancy.  (Laughter.)  Having  demonstrated 
how  the  present  use  of  animal  extracts  is  based  on  the 
doctrines  of  cellular  pathology,  the  lecturer  concluded  by 
wishing  the  medical  school  of  Charing  Cross  Hospital  good 
fortune  in  following  up  the  newly-opened  path. 

Fashion  and  Physic. 
No  better  subject  than  this  could  have  been  chosen  for 
an  address  to  medical  women.  It  was  what  Dr.  J.  Walter 
Cart  discoursed  upon  in  his  introductory  address  to  the 
School  of  Medicine  for  Women  on  Monday.  He  spoke  of 
the  influence  which  had  always  been  exerted  upon  medicine, 
and  efrejially  upon  treatment,  by  fashion,  custom,  habit, 
•and  authority.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  bleeding 
|  was  so  universal  that  a  doctor  might  well  have  been  accused 
of  malpractice  if  he  had  not  bled  for  a  fever;  now  he  might 
be  subject  to  the  same  accusation  if,  under  precisely  similar 
conditions,  he  were  to  bleed  his  patient.  Towards  the 
middle  of  the  century  an  actively  stimulant  treatment 


became  fashionable,  enormous  quantities  of  alcohol  being 
frequently  administered  to  fever  cases.  Consequently 
another  reaction  followed,  of  which  the  Temperance  Hospital 
might  be  regarded  as  the  outward  and  visible  sign.  Later 
on  came  the  fashion  of  trying  to  reduce  the  temperature  in 
fever  by  powerful  drugs,  of  which  antipyrin  was  the  best 
known.  The  public,  learning  of  this,  thought  they  could 
cure  themselves  of  influenza,  and  disastrous  results  fre- 
quently followed  their  endeavour  to  improve  upon  the  teach- 
ing of  their  medical  advisers.  At  present  the  fashion  was 
running  on  animal  extracts,  a  result  of  the  success,  in  suit- 
able cases,  of  treatment  with  thyroid  extract,  and  on  anti- 
toxins, a  consequence  of  the  benefits  obtained  from  the  use 
of  an  antitoxin  in  diphtheria.  Both  methods  were  un- 
doubtedly useful  in  their  places,  but  must  have  their 
limitations,  and  were  in  dagger  of  being  pushed  to  excess, 
and  so  brought  into  discredit.  They  needed  to  cultivate  a 
more  judicial  spirit,  not  adopting  some  new  drug  or  method 
as  a  universal  panacea  one  year  and  entirely  discarding  it 
the  next,  but  seeking  the  good  in  every  system  of  treat- 
ment, avoiding  on  the  one  hand  the  danger  of  pushing  it 
to  excess,  and  on  the  other  the  risk  of  ignoring  it  alto- 
gether. 

How  to  Use  a  Medical  School. 

This  might  be  given  as  a  title  to  the  address  which  Dr. 
A.  F.  Voelcker  delivered  to  the  students  of  Middlesex 
Hospital.  It  was  a  straight  talk  to  medical  students  about 
medical  education,  and  especially  how  they  should  utilise 
the  advantages  of  the  medical  school.  He  said  lectures 
were  unpopular  among  students,  who  preferred  demonstra- 
tions and  who  claimed  that  they  could  read  the  subject  up 
much  better  in  a  text- book,  but  who  forgot  that  the  lecturer 
was  enabled  to  point  out  the  relative  importance  of  the 
different  facts,  and  could  give  his  hearers  the  benefit  of  his 
personal  experience.  Attendance  on  lectures  was  rightly 
insisted  on,  and  the  habit  of  note-taking  should  be  carefully 
practised.  Laboratories  were  absolutely  essential  for  the 
adequate  teaching  of  the  medical  man,  not  only  for  the 
acquaintance  it  gave  him  with  the  manipulation  of  instru- 
ments of  precision  and  the  habits  of  observation,  but  also  for 
the  habits  of  self-help  and  concentration  of  his  energies. 
In  commercial  undertakings  it  has  been  found  advantageous 
to  secure  the  services  of  highly-trained  scientific  men,  who, 
by  their  researches  in  laboratories,  equipped  and  maintained 
at  the  expense  of  the  proprietors  of  such  undertakings,  were 
enabled  to  give  such  advice  as  amply  to  repay  the  outlay 
involved,  and  in  medical  undertakings  the  same  would  hold 
good.  Laboratories  and  other  increased  facilities  for  work 
laid  the  students  under  increased  responsibility  for  their 
proper  employment.  No  laboratory  or  lecture-room  alone 
ever  made  a  good  man;  they  must  be  used  as  adjuncts  to 
their  clinical  work,  and  not  as  substitutes  for  it.  Disease 
could  only  be  studied  at  the  bedside. 

Spaeing  the  Student. 

Professor  Michael  Foster,  speaking  to  the  medical  students 
of  Mason  College,  Birmingham,  on  Monday,  added  the 
weight  of  his  ripe  experience  to  the  rapidly-growing  opinion 
that  greater  differentiation  of  knowledge  is  required  in  the 
professions.  He  said  success  in  a  medical  career  is  the  real 
proof  of  the  possession  of  the  power  to  heal  or  to  relieve  the 
sick,  so  ought  we  not  to  avoid  attaching  too  much 
weight  to  purely  academic  acquirements  ?  Clinical  know- 
ledge rests  on  a  basis  of  pathology,  pathology  rests  on 
anatomy  and  physiology,  or,  more  widely,  on  biology, 
biology  rests  on  chemistry  and  physics,  and  these  in  turn  on 
mathematics.  Now,  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  impossible 
nowadays  to  demand  that  all  of  each  of  these  things  should 
be  learnt  by  the  student  of  medicine,  but  our  justification 
for  insisting  on  the  study  of  these  preliminary  sciences  is 
that  a  knowledge  of  them  leads  up  to,  being  the  basis  of, 
clinical  insight  and  skill.  It  is  not  possible  to-day,  nor  will 
it  ever  be  possible  in  the  future,  to  lighten  the  burden  of  the 
medical  student  by  throwing  out  any  one  of  the  sciences 
which  in  ascending  series  form  the  basis  of  the  science  of 
medicine.  Yet  pruning  has  to  be  done,  since  time  does  not 
admit  of  a  thorough  mastery  being  gained  of  each.  It  is 
not  the  facts  of  physics,  of  chemistry,  and  of  physiology 
which  form  the  most  important  part  of  the  doctor's  training 
during  his  novitiate  of  study  ;  it  is  the  right  way  of  viewing 
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these  facts,  the  right  way  of  thinking  ahout  them  which  is 
the  essential  need.  This  is  at  once  the  only  real  and  the 
royal  road  to  learning  a  science,  getting  to  be  able  to  think 
ia  it,  to  grasp  the  ideas  which  form  the  body  of  it  in  such  a 
way  as  to  be  able,  if  opportunity  offers,  to  add  to  it  new 
consonant  ideas,  or  at  least  to  judge  truly  new  ideas  offered 
as  being  so  consonant. 

TUBEBCULOUS  MlLK. 

All  departments  of  science  related  to  medicine  are  work- 
ing themselves  up  into  a  state  of  excitement  about  tuber- 
culous milk,  so  that  if  we  were  to  seriously  imbibe  all  that 
is  said  on  the  subject  we  might  legitimately  conclude  that 
the  East  wind  is  harmless,  and  that  the  milk  from  the  cow  is 
the  enemy  for  mankind.  "  Boil  it,"  say  the  sanitarians,  but 
Professor  Shave,  F.R.C.V.S.,  speaking  at  the  Royal  Vete- 
rinary College  on  Monday,  said  the  remedy  for  this  very 
evident  public  danger  is  contained  in  the  recommendations 
of  the  Royal  Commission,  1898 — namely,  the  inspection  of 
dairy  cows  by  veterinary  surgeons,  and  powers  for  the 
medical  officers  of  health,  on  the  certificate  of  a  veterinary 
surgeon,  to  stop  the  distribution  of  milk  drawn  from  diseased 
animals  for  human  consumption. 


personalities* 


Me.  R.  Parky,  chemist,  Bettws-y-coed,  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Bettws-y-Coed  District  Council. 

De.  Beenhabd  Otto  Kellneb,  who  has  an  extensive 
practice  in  Bloemfonttin,  O.F.S.,  has  been  elected  Mayor  of 
that  town. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  De  la  Pole  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  at 
Hull,  on  October  4,  Bro.  C.  D.  Brighouse,  chemist,  was 
appointed  Senior  Warden. 

Hebe  Feohlich,  the  President  of  the  Deutscher  Apotheker 
Verein,  has  just  been  made  a  Privy  Councillor  (Geheim- 
rath).  Recently  the  Order  of  the  Eagle  was  bestowed  upon 
him. 

Ms.  John  Shelley,  son  of  Mr.  Shelley,  chemist,  Bilston, 
Staffordshire,  is  now  representing  the  firm  of  Messrs.  James 
Townsend  &  Son,  medical-label  printers,  in  the  Midland 
district. 

Mr.  Arthur  A.  Barrett,  late  of  the  firm  of  Sanderson 
&  Barrett,  Messina,  Italy,  who  has  been  in  the  United  States 
nearly  a  month,  introducing  his  oils,  sailed  in  the  Werra  on 
September  17. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  (Alderman 
Robt.  Gibson)  has  invited  a  number  of  local  chemists  and 
druggists  to  a  conversazione  to  be  held  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Manchester,  on  October  14. 

Alderman  W.  Mount,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is  one 
of  the  three  retiring  aldermen  from  the  Canterbury  muni- 
cipal body  this  year.  Mr.  Mount  has  held  a  seat  on  the 
aldermanic  bench  of  Canterbury  for  many  years,  but  has 
recently  been  greatly  incapacitated  by  ill-health,  and  has 
decided  to  make  way  for  a  more  active  member. 

Mr.  Albert  F.  Leonhard,  one  of  the  partners  in  the 
firm  of  Thecclor  Leonhard,  wax-bleachers,  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  U.S.A.,  is  now  in  London  on  a  business-visit.  Leon- 
hard's  white  wax  is  already  well  known  in  this  country,  and 
the  object  of  Mr.  Leonhard's  visit  is  to  make  his  firm's 
products  better  known.  Any  firms  who  wish  to  communi- 
cate with  Mr.  Leonhard  may  address  letters  to  him  to  the 
office  of  this  journal. 

Dr.  H.  Bellyse  Baildon,  M.A.  Cantab.,  F.R.S.E.,  who 
was  formerly  a  pharmaceutical  examiner,  who  has  been  study- 
ing philology  in  the  University  of  Freiburg  (Baden),  and  has 
taken  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  there,  has  been 
offered  and  has  accepted  the  post  of  University  Lecturer  on 
the  English  Language  and  Literature  in  the  Imperial 
University  of  Vienna.  A  series  of  articles  by  Dr.  Baildon  on 
his  school-friend  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  is  now  appearing 
in  the  scientific  German  review  Englische  Studien.  Dr. 
Baildon  gave  up  pharmacy  ten  years  ago,  in  order  to  devote 
himself  solely  to  literature. 


Business  Cbanoes. 


Me.  A.  Sabjeant  has  opened  a  brarxli-pharmacy  in 
Vicarage  Road,  Watford. 

Mb.  F.  S.  Dixon,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  Milton,  Kent. 

|     Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  are  opening  a  new  chemist's 
shop  at  58  George  Street,  Luton. 

Messrs.  Hohrell  &  Goff,  chemists,  have  opened  new 
premises  at  49  High  Street,  Erith. 

Messrs.  Howabd  Ic  Co.,  of  London,  have  opened  a  new 
pharmacy  in  the  Parade,  Upper  High  Street,  Waiford. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Beattie,  chemist  and  druggist,  will  in  a  few 
days  open  a  new  pharmacy  at  110  Bruntsfield  Place, 
Edinburgh. 

Mr.  Charles  Oliver  Wain,  chemist,  of  Haslingden,  has 
purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  John  Law  Tomkys,  of  the 
I  same  town. 

Me.  A.  Hutchins,  late  of  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  has  acquired 
the  business  of  Mr.  A.  Pumphrey,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  Burnham,  Somerset. 

Mb.  W.  H.  Orrell,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  John  Booth  Chadwick,  chemist  and 
druggist,  82  Castle  Street,  Edgeley,  Stockport. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  Henry  Mitchell,  chemist 
and  druggist,  St.  Oswald  Street,  Old  Swan,  Liverpool,  has 
been  purchased  by  Mr.  Arthur  William  Lodge,  chemist, 
of  Hull. 

Me.  C.  Bradley,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Reading,  has 
acquired  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Milton, 
at  Castle  Street,  and  has  transferred  it  to  his  Market  Place 
pharmacy. 

The  business  carried  on  for  many  years  by  Mr.  George 
Baxter,  Ph.Ch.,  at  19  Foregate  Street,  Chester,  has  been 
purchased  by  Mr.  Frederick  Bennett,  chemist  and  druggist, 
late  of  Balham. 

Messes.  Bellamy  &  Wakefield,  chemists,  Easy  Row, 
Birmingham,  have  opened  a  branch  at  Hagley  Road,  the 
whole  of  the  fittings  having  been  furnished  by  Messrs.  Evans, 
Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 

Me.  Savage,  who  recently  acquired  the  old-established 
chemist's  business  of  Mr.  Bird,  Broadway,  Crouch  End,  N.,  has 
just  enlarged  and  refitted  this  throughout.  Mr.  Savage  is 
carrjing  on  the  business  under  the  style  of  Bird  k  Savage. 

Mb.  J.  N.  Choat,  late  of  The  Red  Cross  Chemists'  Com- 
pany, Herne  Hill  and  Ilford.  has  recently  opened  a  cash- 
pharmacy  at  288  Haydon's  Road,  South  Wimbledon.  Mr. 
Choat  will  continue  to  trade  as  The  Red  Cross  Chemists 
Company. 

The  business  recently  carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  Hepburn 
Dickinson,  wholesale  druggist,  at  16  Brooks  Yard,  Market 
Street,  Huddersfield,  has  been  acquired  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Bell, 
who  has  been  with  Mr.  Dickinson  as  assistant  and  traveller 
for  the  last  seven  years. 

Speatt's  Patent  (Limited),  Bermondsey  Street,  S.E., 
have  acquired  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Frederick  Tibbs, 
manufacturing-chemist,  and  will  in  future  be  the  sole  pro- 
prietors of  Tibbs'  canaradyne,  red-mite  killer,  quinella,  and 
other  medicines  for  cage-birds. 

Guildfobd  is  to  be  the  home  of  the  cutting-chemist  in  the 
near  future.  We  have  it  on  good  authority  that  three  well- 
known  firms  have  either  taken,  or  are  in  negotiation  for, 
suitable  premises  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  One  grocer 
has  been  offered  a  tempting  price  for  the  lease  of  his 
premises,  and  is  considering  the  matter. 

Mb.  J.  Weston  Aplin,  who  has  for  some  years  past  been 
the  sole  proprietor  of  the  chemist's  businesses  at  Chisleharst 
West,  Lower  Camden,  and  Royal  Parade,  Chisleburst,  has 
admitted  into  partnership  Mr.  J.  G.  Prebble,  formerly  resi- 
dent representative  in  India  for  Messrs.  Horner  &  Son, 
Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  and  Messrs.  Meggefon  it 
Co.  The  style  of  the  firm  will  be  as  before— viz.,  fl  ing- 
Aplin  &  Co. 
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Groceries. 

THE  third  of  these  annual  shows  was  opened  at  the 
Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  on  October  1,  and  closes 
to-day  (October  8).  The  exhibition  is  better  even  than  last 
year's  one,  and  the  capacity  of  the  great  hall  is  taxed  to 
accommodate  the  three  hundred  odd  exhibitors.  The  diver- 
sity of  interests  gives  a  pleasing  variety  to  the  exhibits. 
Thus,  the  drab  monotony  of  a  ham  or  coffee  stall  is  varied 
by  an  orcate  neighbouring  display  of  fancy  soaps  or  culinary 
essences,  and  a  blacking-maker  is  cheek  by  jowl  with  a 
pyramidical  vision  of  limejuice-cordial  or  Dew  of  Glenlivet. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  considerable  number  of  orders  being 
booked  at  the  various  stalls,  and  a  preponderance  of  North 
Countrymen  present,  who  were  combining  business  with 
pleasure. 

The  Index  of  Commercial  Pr9Sperity. 

On  entering,  the  exhibit  which  first  strikes  one  is  the 
architectural  design  in  the  Arcade-entrance  which  is  de- 
signated "  Cook's  Soap-palace."  This  is  the  show  of  Messrs. 
E.  Cook  &  Co.,  of  Bow,  who  have  outdone  their  castle- 
design  of  last  year  by  erecting  a  model  of  the  front  of  the  Royal 
Exchange.  The  conception  has  been  well  carried  out,  the  pillars 
and  cornices  of  blue  mottled  soap  being  particularly  realistic. 
On  the  right,  after  passing  the  turnstiles  in  the  Arcade 
entrance,  colour  is  lent  to  the  central  cheese  and  butter  exhibit 
by  the  neat  and  pleasing  side  show  of  Price's  Patent 
Candle  Company  (Limited).  Besides  the  large  variety 
of  candles,  many  new  fancy  toilet-soaps  were  displayed,  one 
being  Savon  de  la  Reine  in  violet  wrappers,  and  the  same- 
coloured  boxes  with  gold  lettering  on  artistic  labels.  There 
was  besides  a  good  display  of  Price's  glycerine,  and  night- 
lights  in  profusion. 

The  usual  tasteful  ViNOLiA  case  in  Bay  23  was  as  attrac- 
tive as  ever.  It  is  a  hopeless  task  to  try  to  enumerate  the 
preparations  of  this  enterprising  firm,  and  to  say  which  of 
them  is  the  prettiest.  The  newest  thing  to  our  representa- 
tive was  the  Peau  d'Espagne  series,  which  includes  a 
beautiful  soap,  of  which  at  least  one  window  full  is  to  be 
seen  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  Mansion  House  just  now. 
The  Yinolia  Company  are  finding  this  a  popular  revival 
of  the  olden  time.  Several  of  the  firm's  beautiful  show- 
cards  encircled  in  roses  occupied  prominent  frontal  positions, 
and  the  side  pillars  were  draped  in  heliotrope  and  cream. 

Peacock's  Ov  aline  Soap  Company  have  a  decorated  stand 
which  we  heard  critical  lady- visitors  call  "  the  essence  of  good 
taste."  The  background  is  of  white,  in  the  centre  of  which 
is  a  gigantic  star,  with  numerous  satellites  all  round.  The 
firmament  overhead  is  represented  as  dotted  with  stars,  from 
which  are  falling  cakes  of  O valine  soap  and  sprays  of 
seasonable  flowers.  It  seems  as  if  a  meteor  had  burst  just 
below  the  planet,  for  the  ground  is  strewed  with  cakes  and 
boxes  of  soap  and  the  Ovaline  birthday-book  in  a  regular 
irregularity. 

The  fairyland  which  Messrs.  J.  Crospield  &  Sons  have 
constructed  is  another  sight  to  see.  Here  the  sun  is  setting  in 
golden  sheen  on  a  white  background.  In  the  centre  is  the 
fairy-queen  in  her  chariot  drawn  by  golden  butterflies,  and 
over  her  are  two  trumpeting  seraphin  heralding  her 
approach.  In  front  and  around  the  sides  are  numerous 
birds  perched  on  baskets  of  flowers  or  flying  in  the  branches, 
who  are  singing  the  praises  of  the  fairy-queen — and  Erasmic 
:  herb  soap.  The  whole  exhibit  is  splendid  and  in  accurate 
taste. 

TidmAN  is  more  than  a  sea-salt  man.  In  fact,  the  famous 
.  sea-salt  was  relegated  to  the  upper  story  and  the  back- 
:  ground  at  the  Hall.  The  large  stall  was  devoted  to  showing 
the  firm's  versatility  in  druggists'  sundries  and  toilec- 
articles.  Some  nice  perfumes  were  on  view  "  from  6d.  to 
60s."  said  our  Guide.  Toilet-soaps,  tooth  and  nail  brushes, 
combs,  flavouring-essences,  smelling-salts,  and  Christmas 
novelties  were  there  in  abundance.  One  siie  was  devoted 
to  showing  Marshall's  giant  cement,  for  which  the  firm  have 
a  special  agency. 

Tne  Ivory  Soap  Company  show  a  life-sized  model  of  a 
lady  in  a  blue  morning- gown,  which  presumably  owes  its 


purity  to  the  cleansing  qualities  of  Ivory  soap.  The  firm 
have  a  nice  corner  show  in  the  Minor  Hall,  the  mirrors  being 
draped  in  blue  and  white.  The  only  novelty  is  a  new  twopenny- 
tablet — of  this  the  original  soap  that  floats. 

Maypole  Soap  Company  have  opened  "  Ye  Olde  Maypole 
Shoppe"  again,  and  it  is  as  attractive  as  ever.  Two  side- 
lines which  they  have  recently  introduced  are  straw-hat 
polish  and  the  "Poodle  Brand"  stove-polish. 

J.  C.  &  J.  Field  had  a  circular  case  of  original  construc- 
tion, showing  candles  in  great  variety,  from  the  humble 
tallow  to  the  elaborately  hand-painted  spermaceti.  Toilet- 
soaps  were  in  great  profusion  and  variety,  alse  the  "  Fleur 
de  Lys  "  specialities  and  perfumes. 

The  United  Alkali  Company  exhibited  fine  chemicals, 
disinfectants,  dry  soaps,  household  soaps,  and  a  pest-killer 
in  the  form  of  a  white  powder  which  is  stated  to  be  invalu- 
able for  destroying  insects  on  plants  and  preventing  disease 
in  potatoes. 

The  Parazone  Company  (Limited)  were  assiduously 
pushing  their  chlorine  bleach  and  a  patented  article, 
"  camphor  ammonia,"  which  is  used  for  cleansing  and  disin- 
fecting. The  company  will  shortly  put  on  the  market  a  new 
milk-food — Biimenal. 

The  various  dye-stuffs  afford  a  good  opportunity  for  dis- 
play which  is  well  taken  advantage  of  by  the  exhibitors. 
Prominent  among  these  was  W.  Edge  &  Sons  (Limited), 
of  "  Dolly  "  tint  fame.  This  firm  had  a  very  bright  exhibit, 
surmounted  with  roses  and  embellished  with  palms.  "  Dolly  " 
dyes  were  exhibited  in  solution  in  glass  vases,  and  demon- 
strations of  the  dyeing-process  were  given. 

Amongst  exhibitors  of  blacking  and  polishing-pastes  were 
Everett  &  Co.,  Lawrence  &  Son,  W.  G.  Nixey,  and 
Raimes  &  Co.,  of  Stockton-on-Tees.  Ronuk  (Limited) 
exhibited  their  "Ronuk"  polishes  for  wood,  linoleum,  and 
leather.  W.  S.  Fordham  &  Sons  had  "  Enameline  "  stove- 
polish,  "Mars"  metal-polish,  "Selvyt"  polishing-dusters, 
Brookes'  soap,  and  Thetford  unbreakable  pulp-ware  on 
hand. 

Familiar  Foods. 

A  special  position  was  held  by  Liebig's  Extract  of 
Meat  Company  with  an  imposing  four-sided  stall,  showing 
the  whole  of  the  products  of  the  company.  No  pait  of  the 
beast  is  wasted,  and,  besides  the  meat-extracts,  samples  were 
shown  of  tanned  hide,  beef-tallow,  refined  fat,  meat  Meal, 
animal  guano,  ox  hoofs  and  horns,  ground  bones,  dried  beef, 
and  ox  tongues.  One  side  of  the  stall  was  entirely  devoted 
to  an  exhibit  of  curios  from  the  Company's  factories  in 
Uruguay  and  the  Argentine  Republic.  These  consisted  of 
lassoes  and  boleadors,  silver  stirrups,  silver  horse- bit,  leather 
boots,  and  silver-mounted  daggers  used  by  the  gauchos  or 
cowboys  in  the  pursuit  of  their  profession.  A  killing-knife 
which  had  despatched  12,000  oxen  in  the  course  of  its  career 
was  also  on  view,  together  with  silver-mounted  horse- 
trappings  and  bridle,  a  "  marea  "  for  hobbling  horses,  a 
curious  drioking-jug,  and  a  "  mate  "drinking-cup  and  "bom- 
billa,"  which  is  a  perforated  drinking-tube.  Inside  were  shown 
photographs  of  the  factories  and  estates  owned  by  the  com- 
pany, and  specimens  of  bone-meal  and  dried  blood,  both  of 
which  are  used  as  fertilisers,  and  meat-meal  made  from 
ground  meat  residues,  which  is  used  for  cattle-feeding. 

Boveil  have  a  fine  central  position  for  their  refreshment- 
stall,  and  the  attendant  Hebes  were  kept  busy  slaking  the 
Bovril  thirst  of  the  passers-by.  Besides  a  full  list  of  the 
firm's  well-known  specialities,  special  exhibits  were  made  of 
Kudos  cocoa  and  wild-cherry  sauce. 

Brand  tc  Co.'s  white  and  gold  stall  is  hung  round  with 
medals  galore.  The  latest  novelties  in  view  are  Brand's 
beef-tea  tabules  and  Brand's  Fever-food,  the  latter  being 
introduced  specially  for  use  in  the  colonies. 

Vimbos  had  a  pretty  square  stall  in  green  and  purple 
drapery,  and  Yejos,  "the  pure  vegetable  extract,"  had  a 
long  stall  with  a  central  canopy  filled  with  evergreens  and 
Vejos.    Vejos  on  tap  was  going  strong. 

Frame  Food  Company  had  a  corner  show  at  the  west- 
end  of  centre  hall  with  Frame  Food- extract  and  its  allies 
set  out  in  tempting  display.  The  jelly  seems  to  have  caught 
on  particularly  well,  as  the  representative  of  the  muscular 
arm  informed  us  that  special  works  had  lately  been  erected 
for  the  production  of  the  jelly  alone.  Their  latest  prepara- 
tion is  "  F.  F."  stamina-tablets. 
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Fbomm's  Extract  Company  have  a  stand  to  the  right  of 
the  main  entrance.  Their  show  on  this  occasion  is  an  ad- 
vance on  late  exhibits. 

Two  enormous  bundles — one  each  side  of  the  stall — drew 
many  to  the  show  of  Nelson,  Dale  &  Co.  One  pile  con- 
sisted of  2  cwt.  of  liquorice,  and  the  other  of  a  like  quantity 
of  gelatine  lozenges.  These  had  been  turned  out  of  the 
tubs  used  for  packing,  just  as  they  were,  and  with  the  aid 
of  a  blue  ribbon  and  a  red  they  proved  an  object-lesson  hard 
to  forget,  besides  a  fine  show  of  gelatine  in  all  its  varieties, 
isinglass,  essences,  extracts  of  meat,  and  jellies  in  tablets 
and  granulated  made  an  attractive  show  out  of  unpromising 
materials. 

Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.  had  a  bewildering  display 
of  their  packed  specialities.  The  stall  is  a  very  large  one, 
and  is  full  to  overflowing,  the  line  which  the  firm  are  at 
present  pushing  being  Californian  honey  in  glass  jars  with 
metal  stoppers.  The  snug  little  tent-arrangement  at  the  end 
of  the  stall  was  a  convenient  resting-place  for  many  a  foot- 
sore grocer,  and  the  two  representatives  in  charge  were  kept 
busy. 

Alfeed  Bied  &  Sons  had  a  tastefully-draped  alcove  in 
green  and  gold.  Besides  the  custard,  blanc-mange,  and 
other  powders,  an  assortment  of  dishes  prepared  from  the 
specialities  were  also  to  be  seen. 

G.  F.  Sutton  &  Co.  had  two  beautifully-draped  cases, 
one  containirg  concentrated  flavouring  essences,  sauces, 
cordials,  &c. 

Peabce,  Duff  &  Co.  had  a  large  display  of  miscella- 
neous articles,  langing  from  egg-powder  to  blacklead. 
Some  attractive  packets  of  culinary  herbs  and  bottles  of 
fruit- crystals  were  noticeab'e. 

Henei  Nestle  had  a  small  but  very  neat  corner  stand 
for  infants'  foods,  and  the  large  crop  of  medals  on  view 
were  a  source  of  wonderment  and  awe  to  the  country 
customers. 

Coombs,  of  "Eureka"  aerated  flour  notoriety,  are  about 
to  bring  out  a  new  malted  food  for  infants  and  invalids,  for 
which  they  have  recently  obtained  a  gold  medal  at  Toronto, 
and  which  is  expected  to  be  the  food  of  foods. 

H.  May  &.  Co.  showed,  besides  washing-powders,  soap- 
powders,  starch  glazes,  and  so  forth,  "  Crystalline,"  a  food 
preservative. 

Beaufoy  &  Co.  and  Geimble  &  Co.  represented  the 
vinegar  industry.    Both  had  excellent  displays. 

Spratts  (Limited)  had  an  exhibit  of  their  various  doggie 
sp?cialities. 

The  Valentine  Extract  Company  had  a  nice  little 
exhibit  in  the  centre  of  the  arcade,  showing  the  Valtine 
Meat  Globules. 

Beverages  and  Stimulants. 

Stephen  Smith  &  Co.  are  well  to  the  fore  with  their 
attractive  exhibit  of  Hall's  wine,  Keystone  beef-wine,  B.P. 
quinine-wine,  and  British  wines  of  every  description.  The 
latter  are  a  recent  addition  to  the  business,  and  are  put  up 
in  good  style.  The  most  attractive  feature,  however,  is  a 
huge  gilt-framed  painting,  by  Seymour,  representing  the 
artist's  daughter.  Reproductions  of  this  picture  are  given 
with  a  certain  quantity  of  the  company's  goods.  Our  man 
wanted  to  know  if  the  framed  picture  was  given  away  also, 
but  Mr.  Hall  smilingly  said  it  cost  bOl,  and  the  firm  have 
not  yet  reached  an  altruistic  point  so  high  up  as  that. 

A  cosy  coiner  in  the  gallery  is  well  occupied  by  Hollo- 
way's  Wine  Company.  Their  exhibit  is  much  larger  than 
on  former  occasions — perhaps  because  they  have  gone  into 
the  wine-trade  generally — the  well-known  coca-wine  being 
only  a  portion  of  the  whole.  Messrs.  Holloway  and  Edwards 
were  in  attendance,  and  from  them  we  learn  that  now  they 
will  not  only  initiate  country  customers  into  the  intricacies 
of  how  to  obtain  wine-licences,  but  will  obtain  the  licence 
for  tbem. 

Newball  &  Mason's  large  corner  bar  to  the  left  of  the 
main  entrance  gave  some  idea  of  the  proportions  of  the 
trade  of  this  firm  in  the  vaiious  temperance  beverages.  We 
could  pick  out  nothing  new,  and  the  attendants  seemed  to 
be  doing  so  good  business  that  our  modest  exhibitioner  did 
not  stop  it. 

Bboom  field  &  Co.  were  showing  "  Albene."  "Cafe 
'Reveille,"  with  a  Gordon  Highlander  sounding  the  reveille  as 
advertisement,  was  exhibited  by  R.  Dickenson  &  Co.,  and 


Evans,  Sons  &  Co.  had  a  stall  of  Montserrat  lime-fruit  juice 
preparations,  including  lime- fruit  juice  sauce  and  Montsenat 
anowroot. 

Foster,  Clabk  &  Co.  still  keep  up  their  Eiffel-toweriDg 
reputation,  and  their  erection  of  lemonade-powder  and  other 
fruit-juices  tapered  up  into  the  rafters. 

Vi-Cocoa  was  being  consumed  by  numerous  visitors  with 
a  relish  which  would  have  gratified  the  heart  of  Dr.  Tibbies, 
could  he  have  seen  it.  As  it  was,  his  representative  appeared 
to  be  particularly  well  pleased  with  the  world  at  large,  for  a 
sense  of  satisfaction,  like  yawning',  is  infectious. 

C.  Baery  &  Co.  had  two  stalls  showing  their  various 
cocoa  and  chocolate  essences  and  powders.  Homoeopathic 
cocoa,  cocoagene,  chicory,  and  pure  and  condiment  mustard 
were  also  in  evidence. 

The  United  Kingdom  Tea  Company  have  a  fine  exhibit 
in  the  centre  of  the  great  hall  in  one  of  the  "  special  posi- 
tions." Among  the  firm's  specialities  are  "Terrace"  tea,  as 
supplied  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  "Valora"  tea  for 
indigestion,  the  sale  of  which  is  being  pushed  amongst 
chemists. 

A  big  show  of  British  wines,  cordials,  fruit-syrup=,  and 
lemon-crystals  is  made  by  Dow  den  &  Co.  Bowen  k 
McKechnie  have  obtained  the  agency  for  St.  Raphael 
Quinquina  wine,  and  were  pushing  it  largely,  both  by  cir- 
cular and  exhibit. 

Faebow  &  Jackson  showed  soda-water  and  beer-car- 
bonaticg  machinery.  T.  Mobeis  &  Co.  had  a  patent 
"Simplex"  cheese-cutter.  Wm.  Gardner  &  Sons  had  their 
well  known  exhibit  of  "Rapid"  sifters  and  mixers.  The 
Bbistol  Wagon  and  Caebiage  Works  Company  showed 
carts,  coburghs,  and  vans  suited  for  grocers  or  chemists. 
Pabnall  &  Sons  had  two  exhibits,  one  of  scales,  weights, 
and  weighing-machines,  cash-tills,  office-desks,  fruit-cleaners, 
and  the  other  a  complete  grocer's  shop. 

G.  Payne  &  Sons  had  a  stand  in  the  form  of  a  picturesque 
Japan  tea-house  of  two  storeys,  with  a  balcony  on  the  upper 
storey.  Four  large  globes,  filled  with  the  rirrn's  piincipal 
blends  of  tea,  were  in  front  of  the  stand. 

The  "  Taralouva "  teas,  special  blends,  had  also  an 
attractive  stand,  and  the  Tower  Tea  Company,  besides 
showing  specimen  packets  and  decorated  canisters,  had  a* 
a  further  attraction  an  automatic  weighing  and  packing 
machine,  as  used  in  the  company's  warehouse. 

The  cocoa  and  chocolate  specialists  on  view  were  J.  S. 
Fry  &  Sons  (Limited),  Rowntree  &  Co.  (Limited),  and 
Ph.  Suchard. 

Seasoning. 

J.  &  J.  Colman  (Limited)  and  Keen,  Robinson  &  Co. 
(Limited)  hid  each  very  attracive  mustard-stall-. 
Colman's  was  in  the  centre  of  the  ha  1  just  by  the  main 
entrance,  and  its  pyramidal  proportions  and  cream  curtain 
were  [hard  to  miss.  Keen  jhad  a  corner  position  in  one  of 
the  bays,  and  a  sign  of  vari-coloured  electric-lamps  with  a 
showy  centre-case  containing  crude  and  finished  specimens 
of  the  firm's  specialities  made  a  good  bid  for  the  public 
attention.  This  show-case,  by  the  way,  is  now  making  its 
first  appearance  in  this  country.  It  has  knocked  about  the 
world  considerably,  having  been  in  Melbourne  and  Chicago 
on  the  same  mission.  Mustard  in  all  the  stages  of  its  manu- 
facture from  the  seed  to  the  mustard  of  the  table,  and  the 
whole  process  of  twine-making,  from  the  various  kinds  of 
flaxes  to  the  finished  article,  were  the  specialities  of  Moss, 
Rimmington  &  Co.,  and  the  twine-manufacture  particularly 
was  evidently  of  much  interest. 

Ceeebos  (Limited)  had  a  fine  show  of  their  table-salt 
and  a  very  pleasant  effervescing  saline  which  they  have 
christened  "  Seraph."  Pepsalia,  for  which  they  are  now 
agents,  was  also  in  evidence,  and,  as  a  "  Cerebos  "  attraction, 
the  salt-cellars  actually  used  by  the  Queen  while  staying  at 
Cimiez. 

The  principal  gallery-exhibit  was  that  of  Caley  k  Sox, 
of  Norwich,  who  occupied  the  whole  east  end  of  the  gallery 
with  a  marvellous  show  of  confectionery.  The  latest  boom 
in  that  line  seems  to  be  Violette  de  Parme  chocolates. 

Joseph  Thobley  (Limited),  with  his  background  of 
pictures  representing  abnormally  fat  horses,  pigs,  and  cattle, 
still  keeps  the  lead  in  the  cattle-food  line.  The  latest 
novelties  are  "Ovum"  for  poultry,  "Gru'a"  for  horses,  and 
"  Vitum,"  a  concentrated  horse-powder. 
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Amongst  other  prominent  gallery-exhibitors  were  The 
Patent  Boeax  Company,  with  foot-lengths  of  borax 
crystals  for  decoration  ;  S.  H.  Gledhili,  &  Sons,  with  their 
check-tills,  all  shapes  and  sizes,  a  specially  neat  article 
being  the  "Tom  Thumb"  till;  Mr.  T.  O'Brien's  self-closing 
and  coin-exhibiting  tills.  These  have  been  improved  upon 
lately,  the  springs  being  now  placed  upon  the  bottom  of  the 
till,  instead  of  at  the  sides  as  formerly,  thus  making  a  more 
commodious  till. 


Spectacles. 

The  Exhibition  of  Optical,  Mathematical,  and  Scientific 
Instruments,  promoted  by  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company, 
was  opened  at  the  Mansion  House,  London,  E.C.,  on  Monday, 
October  3.  The  opening  ceremony  was  a  more  picturesque 
and  inteiesting  function  than  usually  takes  place  at  the 
opening  of  exhibitions.  The  Lord  Mayor  (Lt.-Col.  H.  D. 
Davies,  M.P.)  is  the  Master  of  the  Spectacle  makers'  Com- 
pany, and  the  Company,  not  possessing  a  hall  of  their  own, 
were  allowed  the  use  of  the  Mansion  House.  After  luncheon, 
at  3  o'clock,  the  company  being  assembled  in  the  saloon,  the 
proceedings  began  by  the  presentation  of  a  bouquet  of  red, 
yellow,  and  blue  flowers  (the  Company's  colours)  to  the  Lady 
Mayoress  by  Miss  Kemp,  after  which  Mr.  W.  H.  E.  Thorn- 
thwaite,  Upper  Warden,  gave  a  brief  resume  of  the  Optical 
Committee's  work.  The  suggestion  of  the  Exhibition  arose 
with  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Kemp,  the  latter  carrying 
out  all  the  details.  Colonel  Sir  Reginald  Hanson,  Bart, 
M.P.,  the  Renter  Warden,  endorsed  these  remarks,  and  intro- 
duced Mr.  H.  C.  Kemp  to  the  Lord  Mayor.  Mr.  Kemp 
presented  a  bound  copy  of  the  catalogue  to  the  Lady 
Mayoress,  and  introduced  the  exhibitors  separately  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  in  replying,  said  although  he  was  the 
Master  of  the  Company  he  knew  nothing  about  spectacles, 
beyond  being  obliged  to  wear  them.  When  a  physician 
gave  a  prescription  it  was  important  that  the  patient  went 
to  a  properly-qualified  person  to  have  it  made  up,  and  in 
like  manner  the  oculist  should  know  that  his  prescriptions 
would  be  made  up  by  persons  who  knew  what  they  were 
doing.  It  was  to  bring  about  the  better  education  of 
opticians  that  the  Company  had  promoted  their  educational 
scheme.  It  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  Company  by  lending  his  residence  for  the  purpose  of 
the  exhibition,  which  he  thought  would  have  considerable 
educational  as  well  as  commercial  value. 

The  exhibition  was  then  declared  open,  Mr.  Thornthwaite 
and  Mr.  Kemp  escorting  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress 
round  the  exhibits  and  explaining  the  objects  of  interest. 

The  exhibits  number  thirty-six,  and  are  arranged  in  the 
Old  Ballroom — a  very  fine  hall — and  are  noticeable  for  the 
absence  of  the  glaring  signboards  which  one  is  accustomed 
to  see  at  public  exhibitions. 

Raphael  &  Co.  have  among  their  exhibits  an  ophthalmo- 
meter by  Javal  and  Schiotz,  and  also  an  American-made 
one.  The  latter,  it  should  be  noted,  has  the  American 
method  of  notation,  the  zero  commencing  at  the  patient's 
left.  Models  of  the  eyes,  in  orbita,  enlarged  five  and  ten 
times,  are  of  great  educatiooal  value  and  useful  to  opticians 
for  explaining  to  customers  the  defects  of  the  eye. 

W.  Wray  has  an  exhibit  of  photographic  lenses  and 
telescopes,  and  shows  a  curious  pair  of  spectacles  of  the 
date  1680. 

Aitchison  &  Co.,  among  their  exhibits,  have  one  of  the 
"Royal"  telescopes,  a  fellow  one  of  which  was  recently  pre- 
sented to  the  Lord  Mayor.  » 

Henri  &  Co.'s  exhibit  consists  mainly  of  spectacles  and 
opera- glasses.  This  firm  exhibit  letters  they  have  received 
from  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr.  Justin  McCarthy,  speaking  in 
high  terms  of  spectacles  of  their  manufacture. 

R.  W.  Paul  has  a  fine  collection  of  scientific  instruments, 
chiefly  electrical,  and  also  a  fire-proof  animatograph  for  pro- 
"ecting  animated  photographs.  Animatograpby  is  a  subject 
which  Mr.  Paul  has  made  his  own. 

Carpenter  &  Westley  show  a  collection  of  curiosities 
,  connected  with  the  scientific-instrument  trade.  Two  curious 
engravings  of  the  "  Microcosm  "  establishment  are  shown. 
In  1826  this  establishment  in  Regent  Street  was  all  the  rage, 
there  our  forefathers  were  wont  to  gaze  on  the  wonders  of 


the  microscope,  for  which  they  paid  subscriptions  of  5s.  and 
upwards. 

W.  W.  Whitehouse  exhibits  a  pair  of  spectacles  which 
only  weigh  11  gr.  Billiard  and  shooting  spectacles  of  such 
construction  that  they  can  be  worn  at  any  angle  are  among 
the  special  spectacles  shown. 

Ernest  Hinton  has  a  fine  collection  of  microscopic 
objects  of  his  own  preparation.  Some  of  the  sections  of 
insect -anatomy  prepared  without  pressure  are  very  fine. 

R.  k  J.  Beck  have  a  good  show  of  microscopes,  the  well- 
known  "Star"  and  "Continental  "  models  being  conspicuous. 
A  good  many  microscopic  et  ceteras,  such  as  live-boxes, 
growing-cells,  compressors,  micrometers  are  also  shown, 
and  an  interesting  collection  of  glass- grinding  and  polishing 
tools.  The  different  patterns  of  "Frena"  are,  of  course, 
there. 

Geo.  Colver'S  exhibit  shojvs  the  methods  of  grinding 
spectacle-lenses.  The  pieces  of  glass  are  cemented  on  to. 
spheres,  hollows,  or  cylinders,  in  groups,  corresponding- 
shaped  tools  being  then  used  for  grinding  with  emery  and 
water.  Photographic  lenses  and  the  highest  classes  of 
spectacle  lenses  are  ground  singly.  There  are  some  beautiful 
specimens  of  Brazilian  crystal  (used  for  pabble-glasses) 
shown. 

E.  G.  Wood  among  his  exhibits  has  a  collection  of 
antique  tortoiseshe'l  spectacles;  one  pair  of  them  is  said  to 
have  been  used  by  Mother  Shipton. 

S  Maw,  Son  k.  Thompson  have  one  of  the  most  complete- 
exhibits.  The  goods  shown  are  all  of  English  manufacture, 
and  conclusively  show  that  there  is  nowadays  no  necessity 
for  obtaining  optical  goods  from  continental  sources. 
Morton's,  Juler's,  and  Beaumeister's  ophthalmoscopes  (the 
most  frequently  required)  are  shown,  as  well  as  the  most 
popular  laryngoscopes  and  rhinoscopes.  We  noticed  some 
compact  opera  glasses,  one,  adapted  for  cyclists'  use,  being 
fitted  with  a  compass  on  the  outer  leather  case.  Chemists 
dealing  in  optical  goods  should  bear  in  mind  that  "  Maw's  " 
supply  test-types,  astigmatic  clocks,  and  all  kinds  of 
spectacles,  and  are  prepared  to  fill  promptly  oculists'  pre- 
scriptions. 

Newton  &  Co.  have  a  show  of  lanterns,  one  a  very  fine 
triple  rotating  electric-lantern  with  several  movements.  The 
lantern  photo-chromoscope  for  projecting  in  colours  by  the 
Ives'  method  is  the  novelty  of  the  season. 

Lewis  Evans,  an  enthusiastic  collector  nf  sun-dials,  has 
a  most  interesting  exhibit  of  early  astrolabes,  theodolites, 
and  sun-dials,  each  item  clearly  lib-died.  It  would  take  a 
whole  morning  to  thoroughly  examine  the  collection. 

Dollond  &  Co.  exhibit  some  of  the  goods  they  manufac- 
ture, and  side  by  side  with  the  modern  work  show  some 
telescopes  which  they  made  in  1765  and  1801.  A  pair  of 
spectacles  for  horses'  use  seemed  to  us  to  be  a  novelty.  The 
frames  are  of  leather.  The  glasses  are  convex,  so  that  we 
suppose  horses  suffer  from  hypermetropia  as  well  as  human 
beings.  A  fearful  pair  of  tortoiseshell-spectacles,  the  eyes 
the  size  of  5s. -pieces,  and  formerly  worn  by  a  Chinese 
Emperor,  are  in  the  centre  of  the  case. 

R.  G.  Masox  shows  chiefly  microscopes,  a  very  fine  lantern 
and  table  microscope,  as  made  for  the  Royal  Astronomical 
Society,  being  distinguished  for  its  great  depth  of  stage. 

H.  W.  Cox  exhibits  scientific  apparatus  of  his  own  manu- 
facture. Among  K-ray  apparatus  the  latest  form  is  a  portable 
field-apparatus  for  use  in  the  army,  and  which  was  used  for 
the  first  time  in  England  last  Saturday.  Dr.  Hall  Edwards 
used  it  on  the  field  during  the  manceuvres  near  Birmingham 
ior  locating  a  shot  in  the  ankle. 

VV.  Duncombe  has  a  nicely-arranged  exhibit  of  25CH 
articled,  instructive  and  entertaining.  The  method  of 
making  steel  and  tortoiseshell  frames  is  illustrated,  the 
lat  er  before  and  after  the  stretching  they  undergo  to  form 
the  eye-holes.  "  A  Triumph  of  Spectacle-making  "  is  what 
on)  pair  of  gold  spectacles,  weighing  12  gr.,  is  labelled. 
Here  are  to  be  seen  spectacles  with  small  eyes  (the  size  of  a 
shilling)  as  suggested  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  silver  spec- 
tacles which  Princess  Charlotte  gave  to  her  music-master  in 
1809,  and  a  pattern  pair  of  spectacles  as  made  for  the 
American  market  fifty  years  ago — these  latter  with  square 
glasses. 

J.  H.  Dallmeyee  (Limited)  show  lenses,  varying  in 
size  from  a  gigantic  34  by  34  R.R.  lens  down  to  a  miniature 
lens.    There  are  specimens  of  optical-glass  in  various  stages 
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of  manufacture,  a  slab  of  Jena  glass,  12  inches  square 
valued  at  20/.,  giving  an  idea  of  the  cost  of  good  specimens 
of  optical-glass.  The  Sanderson  camera  is  also  shown  here, 
the  rising  front,  of  very  great  range,  being  its  chief  feature. 

F.  Bateman  &  Co.'S  exhibit  is  chiefly  noticeable  for  the 
very  elegant  opera-glasses.  There  is  some  beautiful  work 
in  ivory  and  mother-of-pearl. 

J.  J.  Hicks  is  showing  the  gold  aneroid  and  stand  which 
he  has  made  for  the  Pope  ;  the  aneroid  is  the  shape  and  size 
of  a  watch.  There  are  several  patterns  of  the  electric 
alarm  thermometers,  which  ring  an  alarm  when  the  tempera- 
ture rises  to  any  degree  it  is  set  for.  They  are  much  used 
for  regulating  the  temperature  of  hospitals,  as  well  as  for 
fire-alarms.  Here  may  be  seen  the  original  self-registering 
thermometer  invented  and  made  by  Professor  Phillips,  and 
the  maximum  and  minimum  thermometer  used  by  Captain 
Ross  on  his  various  voyages. 

Lambert  Matthews  exhibits  his  special  optical  lanterns 
for  demonstration-work,  and  the  Fowler  acetylene  gas- 
generator,  suitable  for  lantern-work. 

C.  Bakee  has  some  beautiful  instruments  on  view,  a 
6-inch  transit  theodolite  divided  on  silver  and  reading  to 
20''  being  as  fine  an  instrument  of  the  kind  as  we  have  seen. 
A  30,t.  pocket-spectroscope  seems  good  value.  The  case  of 
microscopic-objects  is  worthy  of  note. 

Louis  P.  Casella  has  a  combination  theodolite  and 
camera,  the  camera  with  an  aluminium  body  for  photo- 
graphic survey-purpose?,  and  among  the  other  exhibits  is 
Dive's  portable  pressure  anemometer,  the  latest  means  of 
obtaining  accurately  the  velocity  and  pressure  of  the  wind  at 
the  moment. 

Gregory  &  Co.  made  a  pencil-case  out  of  the  last 
cartridge  shot  at  Wimbledon,  and  presented  it  to  the  Queen. 
The  letter  acknowledging  the  gift  is  hung  over  their  exhibit. 
The  orthoptic  shooting-spectacles,  the  right  eye  of  which  is 
fitted  with  a  revolving  perforated  disc,  are  a  speciality  of 
this  firm. 

Ross  (Limited)  have  such  a  collection  of  good  things  in 
tenses  that  it  is  embarrassing  to  make  a  selection.  The 
Ross-Zeiss  and  Ross-Goerz  anastigmats  are  not  new,  but  are 
now  made  in  a  larger  selection  of  sizes.  The  twin-lens 
camera  is  being  shown  at  this  exhibit.  One  of  the  lenses, 
accurately  paired,  is  used  for  giving  the  image  on  the  finder, 
and,  being  identical  with  the  one  which  is  being  received 
on  the  plate  from  the  other  lens,  conduces  to  greater 
accuracy  of  location. 

Johnson  &  Sons,  opticians  to  the  London  University 
Hospital,  are  not  new  at  exhibiting.  They  had  a  display  at 
the  1862  exhibi* ;  their  spectacle-frames,  made  out  of  solid 
steel,  were  the  feature  then,  as  they  are  now. 

J.  H.  Steward  use  aluminium  greatly  in  his  field- 
glasses,  the  weight  of  which  is  thus  considerably  reduced. 
The  Verner  compass,  with  luminous  dial  for  military  and 
exploring  purposes,  is  claimed  to  be  the  best  of  its  kind. 

Jos.  Long  has  a  show  of  specific-gravity  instruments.  Here 
are  urinometers,  lactometers,  saccharometers,  oilometers,  &c, 
some  of  the  older  patterns  being  placed  beside  the  modem 
to  show  the  advance  which  time  has  demanded. 

Negretti  &  Zambea  exhibit  a  large  range  of  instruments 
chiefly  connected  with  the  weather.  Jordan's  latest  sun- 
shine-recorder, of  twin-cylinder  form,  is  a  marvel  of  in- 
genuity. Some  new  forms  of  barographs  and  thermographs 
deserve  a  longer  notice  than  we  can  give  them  here. 

W.  Watson  &  Sons'  case  is  filled  with  microscopes, 
cameras,  and  lanterns  of  a  great  variety  of  pattern?. 

Botwright  &  Geet  make  an  interesting  exhibit  of  the 
various  kinds  of  spectacles,  all  London  made.  Almost  every 
style  and  pattern  of  frame  is  represented.  Some  apparatus 
useful  to  opticians  is  also  shown.  Among  them  we  saw  a 
spherometer  of  great  delicacy,  for  measuring  the  radius  of 
curvature  of  spherical  lenses  ;  Mason's  optometer,  for  deter- 
mining the  refraction  of  the  eye  and  estimating  the  amount 
of  available  accommodation  ;  and  the  latest  model  of  De 
Zeng's  refractometer,  an  instrument  for  correcting  refraction 
without  the  use  of  a  mydriatic. 

The  exhibition  remains  open  till  the  end  of  the  week,  from 
2  to  9  p.m.  daily,  and  chemists  who  are  able  to  go  should 
not  miss  a  chance  of  being  present  at  an  exhibition  which 
is  in  many  respects  unique.  There  is  nothing  to  pay  for 
admission,  and  a  good  deal  to  be  learnt  from  an  inspection 
of  the  fine  instruments  on  view. 


Healtheries. 

In  connection  with  the  Sanitary  Congress  at  Birmingham  a 
Health  Exhibition  is  being  held  in  Bingley  Hall.  Every 
branch  of  sanitary  science  is  represented  by  the  exhibits  on 
the  two  hundred  and  odd  stalls,  from  the  simple  drain-pipe 
for  carrying  away  sewage  to  the  latest  discovery  in  preventive 
medicine.  The  Exhibition  will  remain  open  during  the 
greater  part  of  October. 

Southall  Brothees  Sc  Barclay,  Birmingham,  occupy 
a  large  stand  with  the  specialities  associated  with  the  name 
of  this  well-known  firm — -sanitary  towels,  medicine-chests, 
sanitary  and  antiseptic  sheets,  absorbent  and  antiseptic 
dressings,  all  kinds  of  medical  instruments,  abdominal  belts — 
only  to  mention  a  few.  A  second  stall  is  devoted  entirely  to 
table-waters.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co ,  London, 
occupy  cne  of  the  largest  stands  in  the  hall,  and  they  are 
making  a  speciality  of  their  "  Soloids  "  for  the  preparation 
of  solutions  for  antisepMc,  disinfectant,  or  testing  purposes. 
In  cases  of  potent  poisons  "Soloid"  products  are  distin- 
guished from  compressed  drugs  intended  for  internal 
administration  by  the  addition  ot  a  harmless  colouring  aeent, 
which  is  communicated  to  the  fluid  in  which  it  is  dissolved. 
The  firm  also  show  a  collection  of  "Tabloid"  photographic 
chemicals.  We  understand  that  the  firm  have  obtained  two 
highest  awards  from  the  judges  for  their  water-analysis 
case. 

The  exhibitors  of  aerated  water  and  mineral  water  are 
fairly  numerous,  and  include  Schweppe  (Limited),  who  at 
their  two  stands  give  prominence  to  the  "  Kronthal "  table 
water ;  the  Chemists'  Aerated  and  Mineral  Waters 
Association  (Limited),  Birmingham,  of  "  Camwal  "  fame  ; 
and  Aerators  (Limited),  London,  who  are  showing  their 
"  Sparklets." 

The  Vixolia  Company  (Limited)  occupy  an  exceed- 
ingly pretty  stand  on  which  they  display  samples  of  their 
soaps,  perfumery,  and  dentifrice ;  and  the  Pumella 
Manufacturing  Company  are  represented  in  the 
same  line.  The  following  firms  exhibit  soaps,  disinfectants, 
and  powders  of  various  kinds: — F.  O  Calvert  &  Co.,  Brad 
ford  ;  the  Killgerm  Company,  Cleckheaton  ;  Jeyes'  Sanitary 
Compounds  Company  (Limited)  ;  Alfred  Pickles  and  Co. 
Wakefield;  Formalin  Hygienic  Company  (Limited)  London; 
Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood  (Limited)  London;  Newton, 
Chambers  &  Co.  (Limited),  Thorncliffe  ("  Izal  "  preparations); 
the  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited)  ;  A.  Boake,  Roberts 
&  Co.  (Limited)  London;  Bernhard  Kuhn,  London.  The 
British  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine  exhibit 
cultures  and  photos  of  various  bacteria  and  antitoxins  pre- 
pared by  the  Institute;  H.  Harris,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Birmingham,  make  a  special  line  of  embrocation  for  human 
and  animal  use,  and  of  borax  and  velvet  soap ;  Mellin's 
Emulsion  Company  (Limited),  Mellin's  Food  (Limited), 
Bovril  (Limited),  and  Vimbos  (Limited)  are  also  well 
to  the  fore  with  attractive  and  well-arranged  stalls. 


Ht  tbc  Counter. 


A  Buxton  chemist  had  an  order  for  "3d.  of  Projzide  of 
Idigin." 

Regardless  of  Nature.— "A  bottle  of  liquid  powder 
for  the  complexion,  cream  colour." 

"  1  bottle  of  Heavens  Montserrat  Lime  water  not  the 
sweet  one,"  was  sent  from  a  Doncaster  chemist.  So  now 
we  know  what  is  the  nectar  of  the  gods. 

The  maggot  theory  of  toothache  continually  crops  up. 
Here  it  comes  from  Smethwick  : — '-Id.  Hen  or  Red  Beans; 
it  is  for  to  put  on  some  ashes  to  fetch  the  grubs  out  of  ray 
teeth." 

Manchester  Orders. — "Dispenshion  of  senna."  "I-hode- 
form."  "Syrup  acenors,  Id."  "Id.  oxlide  aside."  "Id. 
ricarpicarrees."  "  3d.  prox  hita  of  gin."  "Id.  of  abboy- 
daldock."  "  Id.  wite  gooderpersher."  "  Slipper  aim  barm." 
"  A  bellonda  plaster,  a  perifoted  one." 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 

I.  Opening  of  the  School  Session. 

Presentation  of  Prizes,  and  Inaugural  Address  by  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne,  F.R.S. 

II.  Meeting  of  the  Council. 
III.  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Society 

In  Reference  to  New  By=laws. 


TITONDAY,  October  3,  at  3  p.m.,  was  the  invitation,  and  as 
■*"■  the  clock  struck  three  it  seemed  that  the  gathering  in 
the  lecture-theatre  of  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  was  to 
be  much  below  the  average.  The  students'  bay,  to  the  left 
of  the  chair,  lacked  the  flushed  enthusiastic  crowd  which 
we  have  been  wont  to  see  there,  some  thirty  only  being  in 
the  bay,  and  most  of  them  old  face?.  Ia  front  were  also 
many  who  help  to  make  these  meetings  one  like  the  other. 
Mr.  Thomas  Greenish  in  his  own  corner  oi  the  front  bench, 
Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  L.C.C  ,  at  the  opposite  side,  with  Mr.  E. 
North  way  Butt  to  talk  to.  On  another  bench  Mr.  Joseph 
Ince,  Mr.  John  Moss,  and  Dr.  John  Attlield.  Examiners  here 
and  there,  with  many  a  lady,  right  up  to  the  back  where  the 
Curator,  the  Librarian,  and  the  Secretary's  right-hand  man 
gave  a  welcome  to  late  comers.  It  was  exactly  3.3  when  the 
President,  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne,  and  the  Secretary  came 
in,  followed  by  a  dozen  members  of  the  Council  and  the 
school  staff. 

The  President  at  once  started  the  business.  Ladies  and 
gentlemen  (ne  said), — As  you  are  aware,  we  meet  to-day 
for  a  double  purpose— firstly,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  work 
of  our  students  during  last  session,  and,  secondly,  to  welcome 
the  students  of  another  session  ;  and  besides  that  Sir  James 
Crichton  Browne  has  promised  to  give  us  an  inaugural 
address  for  the  new  session.  I  think  that  this  will  complete 
all  that  I  have  to  occupy  your  attention  with,  and  without 
any  more  preliminary  remarks  I  will  ask  the  Dean  of  the 
school  to  be  good  enough  to  report  on  the 

School  and  Pharmacy  Prize  Competitions. 
Professor  J.  Norman  Collie  then  came  forward.  He 
said:  —  Mr.  President,  ladies,  and  gentlemen,  —  Before 
reporting  upon  the  progress  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy 
during  the  past  session,  I  wish  specially  to  draw  attention  to 
one  thing— viz  ,  the  manner  in  which  the  changes  that  have 
been  made  in  the  school  curriculum  have  worked  out. 
These  changes  were  instituted  two  years  ago,  and  they  have 
enabled  the  student  to  spend  eighteen  months  over  the 
Major  and  Minor  courses.  They  were  instituted  in  order  to 
relieve  both  the  student  and  teacher  from  the  pressure  of 
work  under  the  old  and  shorter  course.  The  first  complete 
course  of  eighteen  months  terminated  last  April*  and  there- 
tore,  for  the  first  time,  the  staff  are  able  to  report  on  the 
effects  of  this  change.  It  is  a  satisfactory  report,  for  out  of 
seventeen  students  who  attended  for  the  Major  course,  no 
less  than  fourteen  of  these  were  successful  in  passing  the 
examination.  (Applause.)  The  success,  therefore,  of  the 
change  seems  certain.  Also,  the  number  of  students  who 
have  attended  the  school  during  the  past  year  is  quite  up  to 
the  average,  there  being  a  larger  number  of  Major  students, 
ilthougha  smaller  number  of  Minor  students,  making  on  the 
whole  an  average  attendance.  Adverting  to  another  subject, 
tie  school-staff  regret  the  loss  of  Mr.  Harold  Wilson,  the 
demonstrator  in  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  who 
ecently  obtained  a  post  as  chief  dispenser  at  the  Uni- 
ersity  College  Hospital.  (Applause.)  They  have,  how- 
ver,    found   an   able   successor   in    Mr.  F.  A.  Upsher 


Smith,  Pereira  medallist.  (Renewed  applause.)  I  now  come 
to  the  reports  of  the  various  departments.  Professor  Green's 
report  shows  that  thirty-eight  students  entered  for  the  ele- 
mentary botany,  and  twenty-one  for  the  advanced  course, 
and  the  work  was  maintained  with  the  usual  regularity 
through  both  courses.  In  the  elementary  course  the  bronze 
medal  was  awarded  to  Mr.  T.  E.  Wallis,  and  certificate  of 
honour  to  Mr.  John  Evans.  In  the  advanced  course  the 
silver  medal  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Harold  E.  Matthews,  and 
certificates  of  honour  to  Mr.  P.  E.  F.  Perrodcs  and  Mr. 
Upsher  Smith.  In  pharmacy  I  find  that  a  similar  satisfactory 
report  can  be  given,  thirty-eight  students  having  attended 
the  course,  and  the  silver  medal  is  awarded  to  Mr.  Herbert 
Payne.  In  his  report  on  materia  medica  Professor  Greenish 
states  that  during  the  session  the  elementary  class  was 
conducted  with  fair  success — thirty-six  students  joined,  the 
average  attendance  being  thirty- two.  The  attention  and 
demeanour  of  students  was  satisfactory.  The  bronze  medal 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  T.  E.  Wallis,  and  the  certificate  of 
honour  to  Mr.  Nundy  and  Mr.  Payne.  In  the  Major  course 
Mr.  Harold  Matthews  won  the  silver  medal,  and  Mr.  E. 
Chapman  and  Mr.  P.  E.  P.  Perrodes  were  awarded  certificates 
of  honour.  In  the  chemistry  department  the  work  duriDg 
the  past  session  has  been  perfectly  satisfactory.  In  the 
elementary  course  of  practical  chemistry,  Mr.  Thos. 
Woolldridge  has  carried  off  the  bronze  medal,  and  Mr. 
A.  W.  Turner  and  Mr.  John  Evans  are  awarded  certificates 
of  honour.  In  theoretical  chemistry  Mr.  T.  E.  Wallis  was 
awarded  the  bronze  medal,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Spurway  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Payne  receive  certificates.  In  the  advanced  course 
the  silver  medal  in  chemistry  and  physics  was  awarded  to 
Mr.  H.  E.  Matthews,  and  certificates  of  honour  to  Mr.  Tom 
Farrow  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Nelson.  In  practical  chemistry  the 
silver  medal  is  awarded  to  Mr.  H.  M.  Morgan,  and  certificates 
of  honour  to  Mr  E.  N.  Chapman,  Mr.  H.  E.  Matthews,  and 
Mr.  Upsher  Smith.  The  work  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
laboratory  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  manner.  (Applause.) 

The  students  were  then  called  up  by  the  President  to 
receive  their  awards — and  all  but  Messrs.  Farrow  and  Morgan 
responded — the  President  having  a  kindly  word  to  say  to 
each,  and  adding  a  copy  of  "  Pharmacographia"  to  Mr. 
Matthews,  and  one  of  Hanbury's  "  Science  Papers  "  to  Mr. 
Payne,  the  silver-medallists,  which  books  were  presented  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Hanbury  in  memory  of  his  brother  Daniel. 
Next  came 

The  Herbarium-report. 

Professor  Green,  who  examined  the  herbaria,  said :  We 
have  had  the  usual  keen  interest  shown  in  the  preparation 
of  dried  plants  during  the  past  year.  I  do  not  think  that  I 
have  examined  a  better  collection  of  herbaria  than  those  sub- 
mitted in  July  last.  We  have  had  more  in  number  than  I 
cared  to  examine,  for,  as  you  may  imagine,  the  minute 
scrutiny  of  dried  flora  is  not  an  unmixed  joy.  (Laughter.) 
But  I  am  glad  to  say  the  Society  has  three  awards  for 
herbaria — a  silver  medal,  a  bronze  medal,  and  a  certificate  of 
honour — and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  have  been  able  to  re- 
commend the  Council  to  award  these  to  gentlemen  who 
deserve  them.  (Applause  )  The  first,  or  silver,  medal  is  to 
go  to  Mr.  Hellyer,  of  Plymouth,  who  sent  in  a  herbarium 
which  showed  that  he  appreciated  the  object  of  tbe  com- 
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petition,  for  his  specimens  were  dissected  and  mounted  so 
as  to  show  the  characterises  of  each  natural  order.  Next 
came  a  herbarium  from  Mr.  Hawksworth,  of  Sheffield ;  you 
all  know  Sheffield,  and  that  we  have  had  men  from  there 
before.  Mr.  Hawksworth's  collection  well  deserves  the 
broDze  medal.  The  third  gentleman  also  came  from 
Plymouth.  I  could  not,  however,  ask  the  Society  to  award 
another  medal,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  Mr.  Reynolds's 
collection  was  not  very  far  behind  the  second.  (Applause.) 

The  President  said  this  was  not  the  first  time  that 
Plymouth  had  figured  in  this  competition,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  the  last.  A  very  distinguished  man  [Mr.  E.  M. 
Holmes]  took  the  bronze  medal  once  ;  now  Mr.  Hellyer  had 
taken  the  silver  medal,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  the  certificate,  and 
he  hoped  that  Plymouth  would  yet  take  both  medals. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  C.  J.  Park  intimated  that  Messrs.  Hellyer  and  Rey- 
nolds had  commissioned  him  to  receive  the  awards  on  their 
behalf. 

Mr.  Hawksworth  (quite  a  stripling)  was  well  applauded 
when  he  came  up  to  receive  the  bronze  medal. 

The  President  remarked  that  it  was  rather  curious  that 
two  awards  should  go  to  one  town.  He  took  that  as  evidence 
not  only  that  Plymouth  was  rich  in  flora,  but  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  local  Chemists'  Association  had  bjen  at  work, 
and  he  strongly  commended  the  Association's  good  influence. 

Mr.  P.  A.  Kelly  :  As  a  member  of  the  Plymouth  Associa- 
tion, I  should  like  to  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your  very  kind 
remarks  respecting  Plymouth.  We  have  for  a  considerable 
time  been  delighted  that  Mr.  Hellyer  should  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  securing  prizes. 

The  next  item  referred  to  the 

Council  Prizes. 

Mr.  E.  H  Farr  said :  On  behalf  of  the  examination  for 
the  Council  prizes,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  nine 
candidates  entered  for  the  examination,  all  of  them  in 
London.  Last  year  it  will  be  remembered  that  only  a  single 
candidate  reached  the  standard  necessary  to  secure  prizes, 
and  this  year  we  regret  that  one  of  the  medals  cannot  be 
awarded.  In  reference  to  the  work,  my  colleague,  Professor 
Harvey  Gibson,  reports  that  the  students  showed  a  practical 
acquaintance  with  botany  beyond  the  Major  requirements, 
and  Professor  MacLeod  was  well  satisfied  with  the  chemistry- 
paper  of  the  candidate  who  obtained  the  third  place  ;  but 
the  others  that  followed  were  somewhat  disappointing,  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  questions  were  all  of  a 
rather  advanced  character.  The  knowledge  exhibited  was, 
on  the  whole,  accurate,  as  far  as  it  went,  but  in  some  cases 
it  was  by  no  means  above  the  average  of  that  of  an  ordinary 
Major  candidate.  In  materia  medica,  in  which  I  examined, 
three  of  the  candidates  did  excellent  papers  and  showed  a 
good  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject ;  but  the  answers 
of  the  others  were  far  from  satisfactory.  We  think  that 
Mr.  Smith,  who  is  awarded  the  Pereira  medal,  and  Mr. 
Perredes,  who  obtains  the  silver  medal,  well  deserve  these 
awards.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Perredes  and  Mr  Upsher  Smith  then  received  their 
medals,  51.  worth  of  books  also  going  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  was 
loudly  cheered. 

The  next  item  was 

The  Bell  Scholarships, 

npon  which  Mr.  J.  E.  Saul  was  called  up  to  report.  Mr. 
Saul  Baid  :  I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  Bell  Scholar- 
ship examination,  which  was  conducted  this  year  by 
Mr.  Pinches,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  myself.  This,  I  think,  is  the 
fourth  occasion  upon  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
examine  for  the  Jacob  Bell  Scholarships,  and  I  certainly  have 
never  read  a  better  set  of  papers.  Mr.  Pinches  expresses 
himself  as  particularly  pleased  with  the  arts  papers. 
Twenty-five  candidates  from  England  and  Wales  (Scotland 
scarcely  counts  in  this  competition)  presented  themselves. 
Of  these  not  less  than  ten,  or  two-fifths  of  the  whole, 
obtained  sufficient  marks  to  qualify  for  the  scholarship. 
The  two  best  men  were  Mr.  J.  Irwin  Scott  and  Mr.  Horace 
Finnemore.  For  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion Scholarship  there  were  only  two  candidates.  One  of 
the  candidates  (Mr.  A.  W.  Ryder)  wrote  a  satisfactory  paper, 
and  we  have  therefore  awarded  him  the  scholarship. 


The  President  said  he  was  in  a  little  difficulty  about 
Mr.  Irwin  Scott.  That  gentleman  had  recently  won  an 
"open"  exhibition  at  Merton  College,  Oxford,  ard  at  the 
present  moment  he  was  unable  to  say  whether  he  would  be 
able  to  comply  with  the  conditions  that  were  necessary  in 
accepting  the  scholarship.  He  mentioned  that  Mr.  Scott 
had  won  other  honours,  which  did  him  credit,  because  the 
Council  might  yet  have  to  decide  whether  the  scholarship 


Bin.  Frederick  Alfred  Upsher  Smith,  Ph.C, 
Pereira  Medallist,  1898. 

Served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  J.  F.Gibson.  Wolver- 
hampton ;  obtained  a  Bell  scholarship  in  1896,  and 
has  studied  at  the  Square  since  October  of  that 
year.  Remains  there  as  Demonstrator  in  Materia 
Medica  and  Pharmacy. 

which  he  held,  and  might  resign,  would  not  have  to  go  to 
some  other  person. 

Mr.  Finnemore  was  then  called  up  to  receive  a  present  of 
text-books  from  a  fund  presented  by  the  late  Thomas  Hyde 
Hills.    Mr.  Ryder  was  also  called,  but  was  not  present. 

Burroughs  Scholarship. 

The  President  said  it  was  now  his  duty  to  call  npon 
Mr.  Chapman,  to  whom  the  Council  had  awarded  tbe 
Burroughs  Research  Scholarship.  It  was  Mr.  Chapman's 
intention  to  work  in  the  Society's  research-laboratory  daring 
the  session,  and  he  ought  to  add  that  both  the  Bell  scholars 
of  the  past  session  were  availing  themselves  of  the  privilege 
offered  by  the  Council  of  taking  the  Major  course  of  instruc- 
tion at  the  Society's  school. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  then  called  up  and  congratulated  by 
the  President. 

The  President,  having  intimated  that  this  finished  the 
preliminary  proceedings,  said  he  was  sure  they  would  listen 
with  much  pleasure  to  the  address  which  Sir  James  Crichton 
Browne  was  good  enough  to  agree  to  give  them,  and  be 
gave  way  to  him.  Sir  James  then  rose  from  the  President':) 
left,  and  at  once  commenced  the  address,  which  is  printed 
on  succeeding  pages.  He  commenced  at  3.37,  and  th? 
delivery  occupied  exactly  seventy-one  minutes — a  much 
shorter  time  than  some  had  estimated.  It  was  listened  to 
throughout  with  marked  attention,  and  there  were  applause 
and  laughter  often. 


October  8,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


587 


INAUGURAL  SESSIONAL  ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen, — It  is  my  privilege  this  afternoon  to  address 
to  you  a  few  words  of  exhortation  and  encouragement,  on  the 
occasion  of  your  entering  on  a  course  of  study  which  is  the 
appointed  avenue  to  that  manor  of  usefulness  in  which  you 
propose  to  dwell  and  earn  your  subsistence.  I  cannot,  in 
doing  this,  hope  to  speak  to  you  with  the  insight  and 
exactitude  of  one  who  has  actually  followed  the  calling 
which  you  have  chosen, 
■but  I  can,  at  any  rate, 
bring  to  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duty  I 
have  undertaken  a  sym- 
pathetic interest  in 
;vour  life-work,  and  a 
knowledge  of  its  needs, 
trials,  and  opportuni- 
ties, second  only  to 
that  of  those  who  have 
personally  borne  the 
burthen  of  them.  For 
the  view  which  a  medi- 
cal man  takes  of  the 
business  of  the  phar- 
macist is  not  altogether 
•exoteric.  He  has  been 
behind  the  scenes,"  if 
not  the  counter.  The 
mysteries  of  the  mortar 
are  well  known  to  him. 
The  language  of  drugs 
is  ever  on  his  lips ; 
their  actions  and  re- 
actions daily  occupy 
his  thoughts,  and  the 
responsibility  attaching 
to  their  use  weighs 
upon  him  incessantly. 
It  is,  indeed,  sometimes 
difficult  to  say  where 
the  doctor  ends  and  the 
-chemist  and  druggist 
begins ;  and  while,  for 
•ray  own  part,  I  trust 
that  the  line  of  de- 
marcation between 
them  will  become  more 
•and  more  sharply  de- 
fined as  time  goes  on, 
so  that  we  shall  have 
fewer  prescribing  che- 
mists on  the  one  hand, 
and  fewer  dispensing 
doctors  on  the  other, 
there  must  always  re- 
main a  close  alliance 
between  your  calling 
and  mine.  They  have 
common  aims,  they  use 
the  same  weapons,  they 
are  complementary  to 
each  other,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  they  will 
•be  always  animated  by 
mutual  good  feeling. 

Reviewing  from  my 
Medical  Standpoint 
!|the  movements  which 
have  taken  place  in 
your  department  of 
ate  years,  I  cannot  but 
)e  struck  by  the  great  progress  that  has  been  accomplished 
|-progress  that  has  corresponded  step  by  step  with  im- 
provements in  your  training  and  equipment.  It  is  less  than 
,ixty  years  since  the  first  attempt  was  made  at  a  uniform 
ystem  of  education  for  those  who  are  to  engage   in  the 

ractice  of  pharmacy.  It  is  just  thirtv  years  since  adequate 
(tatutory  powers  were  obtained  for  'the  examination  and 

5gistration  of  chemists  and  druggists,  and  to-day  I  find  you 


Sir  James  Crichton  Browne,  M.D.,  LL.D., 
Lord  Chancellor's  Visitor  in  Lunacy. 


A  son  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  A.  F.  Browne,  of  the  Crichton  Institute,  Dum- 
fries, and  H.M.  Commissioner  in  Lunacy  for  Scotland,  whose 
name  is  immemorably  associated  with  the  rational  treatment  of 
the  insane,  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne  has  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps  by  making  mental  diseases  his  special  study.  He 
studied  medicine  at  the  Edinburgh  University,  where  he  graduated 
M.D.  with  honours  in  1862,  and  secured  the  highest  distinction 
his  fellow-students  could  give  him — the  senior  presidency  of  the 
Royal  Medical  Society.  After  graduation  he  became  assistant 
medical  officer  at  Warwick  County  Asylum,  and  obtained  rapid 
advancement  under  the  Lunacy  Board  until  he  reached  the 
medical  directorship  of  the  West  Riding  Asylum,  and  his  distinc- 
tion as  an  administrator  and  student  of  brain-troubles  secured 
him  the  high  post  which  he  now  holds.  Sir  James  has  a  prolific 
pen  and  a  fluent  tongue,  and  during  recent  years  his  public 
utterances  on  over-pressure  in  schools  have  made  his  name 
familiar  in  scholastic  circles.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Kojal 
Institution,  a  J.P.  for  Dumfriesshire,  and  a  Conservative. 


with  a  curriculum  of  study  prescribed  for  you,  and  with 
ordeals  by  question  awaiting  you  which  ensuie  a  general 
efficiency  in  your  craft  which  even  ten  years  ago  was  pos- 
sessed by  only  a  few  of  those  who  followed  it.  Without 
any  change  in  the  subjects  of  examination  there  has  been, 
I  understand,  of  late  years,  a  gradual  advance  in  the  re- 
quirements of  the  examiners,  which  has  necessitated  in- 
creased diligence  on  the  part  of  candidates,  and  has  elevated 
the  tone  and  temper  of  your  guild  as  a  whole. 

Now  we  must  all 
welcome  measures  cal- 
culated to  enhance  the 
usefulness  and  trust- 
worthiness of  chemists 
and  druggists.  They 
are  servants  of  tht; 
public  in  matters  of 
vital  concern — the  lives 
of  most  of  us  are  in 
their  hands  from  time 
to  time ;  they  should 
advance  pharmacy  as 
well  as  practise  it,  and 
be  capable  of  mastering 
the  rapid  developments 
that  are  taking  place 
in  sciences  collateral  to 
their  art.  It  is  of  great 
public  consequence  that 
they  should  be 

In    all  Resfects 
Well- qualified 

men,  and  we  must 
therefore,  contemplate 
with  satisfaction  their 
improved  discipline  and 
skill,  the  dropping  out 
from  their  ranks  by 
efllux  of  time  or  penal 
expulsion  of  miserable 
hucksters  who  brought 
on  them  discredit,  and 
the  filling  up  of  the 
gaps  thus  made  by 
recruits  who  are  not 
intellectual  starvelings, 
or  mere  smart  trades- 
men, but  students  tinc- 
tured with  science,  and 
imbued  with  a  high 
sense  of  duty. 

But  while  we  rejoice 
at  the  rectification  and 
sublimation  of  chemists 
and  druggists  that  is 
going  on,  we  must  see 
that  this  process  is  not 
canied  too  far  or  un- 
duly accelerated.  In 
this,  as  in  so  many  other 
matters,  it  may  be  well 
to  hasten  slowly,  for, 
remembering  the  very 
special  circumstances 
under  which  the  studies 
of  embryo  chemists  and 
druggists  are  carried 
on  there  would  seem  to 
be  a  special  danger  in 
submitting  them  to 
sudden  or  severe  men- 
tal strain.  They  are 
earning  their  bread  all  the  time.  They  are  able  to  give 
to  their  studies  but  brief  periods  carved  out  of  toilsome  days. 
They  bring  to  them  brains  not  fresh  and  nimble,  but 
fatigued  and  sluggish.  They  pursue  them  not  with  entire 
devotion,  but  harassed  by  the  petty  troubles  of  the  shop,  and 
they  are  liable,  therefore,  to  be  injuriously  affected  by  a 
degree  of  mental  pressure  that  would  be  harmless,  and  even 
stimulating,  to  young  men  who  have  nothing  but  their 
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studies  arid  their  pleasures  to  attend  to,  and  whose  daily  life 
is  ordered  with  a  single  eye  to  their  schooling.  We  are 
suffering  largely  in  this  country  to-day  from 

Stupidity  that  has  been  Manufactured  by 
Examinations, 

and  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  point  may  be  reached  in  the 
examination  of  chemists  and  druggists  that  will  conduce 
rather  to  dulness  than  alacrity  of  thought,  that  will  sacri- 
fice to  temporary  mental  engorgement,  with  a  subsequent 
life-loDg  disgust  at  learning  in  any  form  more  concentrated 
than  the  newspaper,  the  well-regulated  and  wholesome 
nutrition  of  all  the  faculties,  and  an  enduring  appetite  for 
knowledge,  and  that  will  at  the  same  time  stunt  bodily 
growth  and  sow  the  seeds  of  ill-health.  I  do  not  for  one 
moment  suppose  that  the  examinations  to  which  you  are 
exposed  have  reached  that  point  or  are  approaching  it.  As 
far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  they  are  moderate  and  reasonable. 
I  only  wish  to  indicate  certain  risks  which  lie  ahead,  lisks 
which  will,  I  trust,  as  they  ari«e,  be  obviated  by  the  wisdom 
and  caution  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  First,  or  Preliminary,  Examination, 

as  it  now  stands,  does  not  demand  higher  attainments  in 
Latin,  English,  and  arithmetic  than  are  essential  to  the 
intelligent  performance  of  a  chemist  and  druggist's  work, 
and  the  abolition  of  this  examination  in  1900  in  favour  of 
the  Entrance  or  Preliminary  examinations  of  various  British 
Universities  and  examining  boards  will  be  a  gain  by 
ensuring  a  greater  breadth  of  early  education,  for  all  these 
examinations  include  other  subjects  besides  the  three 
named.  The  general  standard  of  preliminary  education  has 
risen,  and  is  rising,  all  round,  and  the  chemist  and  druggist, 
if  he  is  to  maintain  his  social  status  and  profit  by  technical 
instruction,  must  be  well  grounded  in  those  subjects  that 
form  the  basis  of  a  liberal  education.  The  really  important 
point  in  connection  with  the  Preliminary  examination  is,  it 
seems  to  me,  that  it  should  invariably  be  surmounted  before 
apprenticeship  is  begun,  so  that  preparation  for  it  may  not 
interfere  with  strictly  professional  studies. 

The  Minor  Examination 

— which  is  the  crucial  point  in  your  educational  career,  for  it 
is  essential  that,  jou  should  pass  it  if  you  are  to  be  regis- 
tered as  chemists  and  druggists — comes  when  you  are 
21  years  of  age,  after  you  have  been  engaged  in  translating 
and  dispensing  prescriptions  for  three  jears,  and  embraces 
six  subjects  in  which  you  have  been  instruc'ed  in  your 
school  of  pharmacy  and  during  your  apprenticeship.  1  have 
looked  into  the  published  reports  of  that  examination,  and 
am  convinced  that  it  is  an  excellent  and  a  thorough  one,  and 
combines  science  and  practice  in  proper  proportions,  but  it 
is,  I  believe,  in  connection  with  it  that  apprehensions  of 
over-pressure  may  possibly  arise.  It  will  not  be  disputed,  I 
presume,  that  this  examination 

Has  Steadily  Increased  in  Stringency, 

and  now  that  it  is  to  be  the  passport  to  membership  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  its  severity  is  not  likely  to  be 
reduced.  At  present  it  involves  a  pretty  stiff  effort  for 
those  who  present  themselves  for  it,  and  there  is,  perhaps, 
some  little  danger  that  it  may  by-and-bye  become  onerous 
and  distressing  to  a  degree  that  would  impair  its  utility 
Now  I  venture  to  suggest  that  this  examination,  without 
being  in  any  way  lowered  in  character,  might  be  made  safe 
and  salutary  by  being 

Divided  into  Two  Parts. 

I  throw  out  that  hint  with  doubt  and  trepidation  ;  there 
may  be  insuperable  objections  to  it  that  are  unknown  to  me  ; 
but  it  certainly  appears  to  me  that  the  bisection  of  this 
Minor  examination,  in  accordance  with  a  principle  which 
has  been  adopted  with  advantageous  results  in  the  case  of 
medical  examinations,  would  be  judicious.  The  examination 
naturally  resolves  itself  into  two  parts ;  chemistry,  physics, 
and  botany  might  be  taken  at  the  end  of  two  years  of  work 
and  study,  and  the  student,  then  freed  from  the  obligation 
cf  keeping  up  the  more  theoretical  and  purely  scientific 
subjects,  might  apply  himself  for  a  year,  with  concentrated 
attention,  to  materia  medica,  pharmacy,  and  practical  dis- 


pensing, the  subjects  of  the  proposed  second  part  of  the 
Minor  examination,  at  the  close  of  his  third  year.  Of  course, 
no  claim  to  registration  or  to  the  use  of  the  title  "chemist 
and  druggist"  would  be  conferred  by  the  passing  of  the 
first  part  of  the  Minor  examination. 

But,  whatever  may  be  decided  on  as  to  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting this  Minor  examination,  I  trust  those  in  authority 
will  see  that  all  chemists  and  druggists'  apprentices  are 
afforded  reasonable  opportunities  of  preparing  for  it.  I  am  not 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  internal  economy  of  chemists- 
and  druggists'  shops  in  this  metropolis,  or  throughout  the 
country.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  many  of  them,  especially 
in  the  large  establishments,  a  satisfactory  time-table  is  ob- 
served, but  I  suspect  that  in  some  instances  the  apprentice's 
lot  is  a  hard  one,  and  that  his  private  studies  have  to  be 
carried  on  in  brief  and  irregular  snatches  of  leisure,  or  in 
hours  stolen  from  necessary  rest  and  recreation.  This  should 
not  be.  The  apprentice,  from  17  to  21  years  of  age,  is- 
growing  in  mind  and  body,  and  he  must  be  a  hard  task- 
master who  will  not  afford  facilities  for  both  kinds  of 
growth.  The  work  of  the  pharmacy  and  laboratory  must  no 
doubt  be  attended  to,  and  in  these  keenly  competitive 
days  that  work  must  often  be  arduous  enough  ;  but,  apart 
from  that,  a  fixed  time  should  always  be  allowed  for  atten- 
dance on  classes,  in  the  school  of  pharmacy,  and  at  evening- 
science  centres,  for  private  study,  for  meals,  for  exercise,  for 
amusement. 

The  Branching  Neurons  of  the  Brain, 

with  their  mobile  tentacles — and  it  is  upon  them  that  you 
have  to  depend  for  a  living — are  the  most  exacting  of  all  the 
elements  that  enter  into  the  human  constitution.  They 
insist  upon  food  in  due  season,  repose,  relaxation,  and  suit- 
able and  varied  exercise,  and  if  you  stint  them  in  any  of 
these  i espects,  especially  when  they  are  young  and  active, 
while  you  still  require  of  them  their  full  tale  of  work,  they 
will  sooner  or  later  revenge  themselves  upon  you  by  plagues- 
dire  and  manifold  as  those  of  Egypt.  Good  bodily  health  is 
the  primary  condition  of  good  brain  work.  You  must  always 
bear  in  mind  that  you  are  men  as  well  as  chemists  and 
druggists — men  with  souls  to  be  saved,  minds  to  be 
cultivated,  and  bodies  to  be  built  up,  and  you  must  not  allow 
"the  daily  round,  the  common  task"  to  swallow  up  all  your 
energies.  Earnest  in  business  you  must  ever  be,  if  you  are 
to  be  happy  and  successful,  but  earnestness  and  avarice  are 
not  the  same  thing,  and  honest  work  does  not  mean  slavish 
drudgery.  Thanking  God  that  you  have  work  to  do,  and 
hands  with  which  to  do  it,  you  should  still  be  able  to  raise 
your  eyes  from  that  work  now  and  again,  and  allow  your 
vision  to  range  afar.  I  would  advise  each  of  you,  as  a  safe- 
guard to  mental  health,  to  have 

Some  Interest  or  Pursuit 

outside  your  business,  not  an  excuse  for  idleness  or  dissipa- 
tion, but  a  restorative  bath  into  which  you  may  plunge  wheD 
vexed  and  jaded.  The  glorious  and  refreshing  fields  of 
literature  are  ever  open  to  your  leisured  footsteps.  Art 
invites  you  into  her  ennobling  palaces.  The  drama  holds  up 
her  magic  mirror  that  you  may  gaze  into  its  pictured  depths 
with  ever  new  wonder  and  delight.  Music  is  ready  to  lift 
you  on  her  balmy  pinions  above  all  sublunary  cares.  And 
manly  sports  offer  jou  invigoration,  and  may  be  commended 
to  your  favour  so  long  as  they  are  kept  clear  of  the  con- 
tamination of  gambling — that  "hastening  ill"  of  our  age 
that  narrows  the  brain  and  hardens  the  heart,  and  sets  up  a 
stream  of  tendency  that  makes  for  madness  and  crime.  Ion 
will  be  none  the  worse  chemist  aad  druggist— nay  !  you  will 
be  all  the  better— for  having  a  quiet  corner  into  which  to 
retreat  occasionally  from  the  hubbub  of  the  trade  route. 

The  Major  Examination, 
the  last  barrier  in  the  higher  education  of  the  chemist  and 
druggist,  although  optional  and  now  no  longer  necessary  for 
admission  to  the  membership  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
will  still,  I  trust,  attract  a  large  and  growing  number  of 
candidates.  It  carries  with  it  the  distinctive  and  ll0D°nr' 
able  title  of  "  pharmaceutical  chemist,"  the  value  of  which 
will,  I  think,  be  more  and  more  appreciated  by  the  public  as 
time  goes  on,  and  it  confers  the  by  no  means  contemptible 
privilege  of  exemption  from  service  on  juries.    It  implies  a 
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comprehensive  knowledge  of  chemistry,  botany,  and  materia 
medica,  and  it  marks  out  tbe  elite  of  your  department,  the 
men  to  whom  we  have  to  look  for  its  advancement  and  for 
■progress  in  pharmacology. 

The  mention  of  the  elite  of  your  department  recalls  to  me 
a  work  in  which  a  group  of  them  has  rendered  signal  service 
recently — a  work  which  it  would  be  unpardonable  not  to  refer 
to  on  an  occasion  like  this.    I  mean 

The  New  British  Phaemacopceia, 

published  during  the  current  year.  A  committee  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  consisting  of  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  Mr. 
Newsholme,  Mr.  Carteighe,  Dr.  Inglis  Clark.  Mr.  W.  G. 
■Cross,  Mr.  C.  Ekin,  Mr.  Joseph  Ince,  Mr.  N.  H.  Martin,  Mr. 
W.  Martindale,  Mr.  Charles  Umney,  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Greenish, 
lias  co-operated  with  a  committee  of  the  General  Medical 
Council  and  with  a  number  of  medical  and  scientific  experts 
and  referees  in  the  preparation  of  that  work,  carefully  super- 
vising all  questions  connected  with  pharmacy,  and  thus 
•contributing  to  make  it  the  valuable  compendium  it  is.  That 
committee  has  amply  deserved  the  encomium  passed  on  it  by 
a  resolution  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  which  also 
bestows  well-earned  praise  on  Dr.  Tirard  for  his  ability  and 
assiduity  as  secretary  of  the  committee,  and  on  Dr.  Attfield, 
the  editor  of  the  volume,  for  the  comprehensive  accuracy  of 
his  labours, upon  which,  indeed,  the  success  of  the  undertaking 
mainly  hinged.  It  would  be  difficult  to  over-estimate  the 
value  of  the  advisory  and  experimental  assistance  given 
ungrudgingly  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  at  every 
;stage  in  the  process  of  revision,  and,  while  noting  with  satis- 
faction the  concurrent  and  harmonious  travail  of  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  representatives  in  this  affair,  we  may 
express  the  hope  that  they  will  soon  renew  their  co-operation 
in  order  to  furnish  us  with  an  Imperial  Pharmacopoeia 
applicable  to  our  colonies  and  Indian  possessions  as  well  as  at 
home,  thus  forging  one  little  rivet  to  help  in  the  consolidation 
of  our  Empire. 

Some  discontent  is  always  bred  by  the  shifting  of  land- 
marks, and  to  those  who,  like  myself,  have  reached  or  passed 
middle  life,  it  is  distasteful  to  abandon  old  methods  for  new 
ones.  We  must,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  grumble  a  little, 
to  sneer  at  new-fangled  remedies,  to  mourn  over  departed 
pills,  to  predict  disaster  from  changes  in  dosage,  and  to  de- 
nounce a  dual  system  of  weights  and  measures.  And  having 
had  our  grumble,  we  will  cheerfully  admit  that  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia  is  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  and  that  the 
alterations  introduced  into  it  are  almost  without  exception 
improvements  and  simplifications.  Enormous  labour  has 
been  expended  cn  it,  and  in  all  departures  from  existing 
standards  the  convenience  alike  of  the  medical  man  and  of 
the  dispensing-chemist  has  been  consulted.  In  the  recogni- 
tion of  useful  but  hitherto  unofficial  substances  that  have 
forced  their  way  into  common  use,  in  the  establishment  of 
greater  uniformity  of  composition,  especially  in  tinctures,  in 
the  provision  of  concentrated  solutions,  in  the  increased 
exactitude  of  its  chemical  nomenclature,  in  the  greater 
succinctness  and  clearness  of  its  descriptions,  and  in  the  am- 
plification of  its  tests,  it  is  vastly  superior  to  previous  issues, 
those  of  1885  and  1867.  You  are  not  for  the  moment 
•immediately  concerned  about  this  new  Pharmacopoeia,  for 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has,  I  understand, 
ordained  that  your  acquaintance  with  it  is  to  date  from 
mext  year,  but  when  you  have  to  grapple  with  it  you  will,  I 
am  sure,  find  it  simpler,  more  consistent  and  intelligible, 
than  was  the  Pharmacopoeia  it  is  superseding.  « 

Another  Notable  Event 
of  this  year  in  your  department,  besides  the  appearance  of 
the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  has  been  the  addition  to  the  Statute- 
book  of  a  Pharmacy  Amendment  Act,  which  has  survived 
the  slaughter  of  the  innocents  owing  to  the  determined  exer- 
tions of  your  President,  Mr.  Walter  Hills.    It  is  a  modest 
I  measure  providing  for  the  election  of  apprentices  or  students 
las   student-associates,  and  for  registered  chemists  and 
,  druggists  as  members  of  the  Society,  and  for  the  retirement 
by  rotation  of  members  of  the  Council,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
it  meets  felt  requirements.    Unlike  all  previous  pharmacy 
enactments,  it  has  nothing  to  say  about  poisons,  which  have 
invariably  been  the  real  motive  power  in  legislative  measures 
affecting  your  trade.    It  is  not  so  much  as  pharmacists  as 


vendors  of  poisons  that  you  have  secured  the  attention  of  Par" 
liament,  and  as  that  branch  of  your  avocations  is  tie  mosi 
anxious  and  hazardous  of  any,  has  a  peculiar  interest  for  the 
public,  and  is  very  likely  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  Bill 
next  session  at  Westminster,  it  occurs  to  me  that  I  may,  not 
inappropriately,  make 

Poisons  and  Poisoning 

the  theme  of  some  remarks  to  you  this  afternoon. 

What,  it  may  be  asked,  is  understood  by  the  term  poison  ? 
And  the  first  answer  to  that  question  that  presents  itself  is, 
Any  substance  that,  when  introduced  into  the  body,  pro- 
i  duces  injurious  or  fatal  effects.  But,  for  practical  purposes, 
that  definition  is  much  too  comprehensive,  for  certain 
articles  of  food  and  drink,  when  taken  too  freely,  or  in  dis- 
ordered states  of  the  system,  or  by  persons  of  peculiar 
idiosyncrasies,  may  prove  detrimental  and  even  kill,  while 
almost  all  the  drugs  in  common  use,  if  given  in  excessive 
doses,  may  cause  symptoms  of  poisoning  and  death.  The 
question  of  quantity  enters  into  our  conception  of  a  poison 
which  may  be  described  as  a  substance  that,  in  small 
amount  and  by  chemical  action,  has  hurtful  or  lethal  effects 
on  the  animal  economy.  This  description  cannot  pretend 
to  strict  accuracy,  for  some  poisons  perhaps  act  mechani- 
cally, as,  for  instance,  certain  microbes  which  block  up  the 
blood-vessels,  and  ground  glass,  which  in  some  parts  of  the 
world  has  not  been  infrequently  used  as  a  slow  irritant 
poison.  But  the  vast  majority  of  poisons  destroy  the  living 
tissues  by  means  of  chemical  action.  Even  thus  restricted, 
however,  the  word  poison  covers  a  multitude  of  agents,  for 
on  every  shelf  in  your  shop  stand  chemical  assassins, 
capable  in  small  bulk  of  undermining  health  or  taking  life; 
and,  indeed,  so  numerous  are  the  drugs  that  must  be 
scientifically  regarded  as  poisons  that  it  has  been  said  that 
to  select  and  schedule  a  few  of  them,  which  may  not  be  sold 
without  reservations,  while  the  rest  are  left  unguarded,  is 
like  prohibiting  the  carrying  of  knives  while  allowing 
stilettoes.  But  although,  as  you  and  I  know  very  well,  there 
remain  outside  Schedule  A  many  drugs  as  mortal  as  any 
included  in  it,  and  more  difficult  of  detection,  and  although 
with  the  advance  of  science  the  field  from  which  the 
poisoner  may  cull  his  simples  is  ever  widening  and  becoming 
more  variegated  in  its  crop,  it  must  still  be  maintained  that 
Schedule  A  has  done  great  public  service.  It  may  be 
logically  indefensible,  but  it  is  practically  useful.  During 
the  present  year  we  have  had  an  illustration  in  the  St.  Neots 
case  of  the  way  in  which  a  faithful  observance  of  the  regu- 
lations connected  with  it  may  bring  a  criminal  to  justice  ; 
for  it  is  quite  likely,  I  think,  that  Horsford  would  have 
escaped  conviction  had  Mr.  Payne  failed  in  keeping  an 
accurate  record  of  the  sale  of  the  strychnine  to  him.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  poisons  enumerated  in  Schedule  A  are 
those  which  have  been  and  are  almost  invariably  employed 
for  felonious  purposes. 
In  looking  into 

The  History  of  Poisoning  — 
I  am  speaking  now  of  homicidal  poisoning — nothing  strikes 
one  more  than  the  way  in  which  this  kind  of  history  repeats 
itself  from  generation  to  generation.  The  same  old  imple- 
ments are  used  again  and  again,  and  there  is  an  absence  of 
anything  like  originality  or  ingenuity  in  the  choice  of  ways 
and  means.  Servile,  clumsy  imitation  is  the  rule;  fashion 
reigns  supreme.  Little  or  no  advantage  has  been  taken  of 
the  discoveries  of  science.  No  doubt  we  hear  about  the 
subtleties  and  mysteries  of  slow  and  secret  poisonings  in 
bygone  times.  We  are  told  that  Henry  VI.  was  killed  by  a 
pair  of  poisoned  gloves,  and  that  victims  were  in  those  days 
simply  and  expeditiously  got  rid  of  by  causing  them  to 
smell  a  poisoned  rose,  or  to  wear  a  tainted  ring,  such  as 
now  figures  in  "  The  Termagant"  at  Her  Majesty's  Theatre  ; 
but  such  stories  are  on  a  level  with  those  which  we  some- 
times read  in  the  newspapers  of  the  instantaneous  produc- 
tion of  insensibility  by  holding  a  chloroformed  handkerchief 
to  the  nose.  They  are  simply  incredible.  We  cannot  believe 
that  in  prescientific  days  unscientific  persons  were  in  pos- 
session of  powerful  agents  of  which  modern  science  knows 
nothing.  And  when  we  investigate  such  cases  of  secrec 
poisoning  in  those  days  as  we  have  any  record  of,  we  find, 
as  I  have  said,  that  there  was  nothing  occult  or  wonderful 
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in  the  process,  and  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  was  some 
preparation  of  arsenic  that  was  employed. 

It  was  Arsenic 
that  was  used  by  Wonderton  in  1381  in  his  attempt  to 
poison  King  Charles  VI.  of  France  and  the  Dukes  of 
Valois,  Berri,  Burgundy,  and  Bourbon.  It  was  arsenic  that  J 
was  the  active  constituent  in  La  Sarpa's  wonderful  elixir 
that  played  such  havoc  in  Rome  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
It  was  arsenic  that  formed  the  basis  of  the  acquetta  or 
manna  of  St.  Nicola  of  Bari  of  Toffania  of  Naples,  which 
caused  the  death  of  600  persons ;  and  it  was  arsenic  which 
was  the  leading  ingredient  in  the  succession  powders  of 
Sainte-Oroix,  which  were  use!  by  the  Marquise  de  Brin- 
villiers,  and  with  which  she  removed  her  father,  two 
brothers,  a  sister,  and  several  other  persons.  It  was  arsenic 
that  was  no  doubt  mainly  instrumental  in  carrying  off  Sir 
Thomas  Overbury  in  the  Tower,  although  in  his  case  it  was 
combined  with  cantharides,  lunar  caustic,  and  spiders,  the 
covp  de  grace  being  given  by  corrosive  sublimate.  Wherever 
we  turn'in  Medireval  toxicology,  or  ihat  of  the  Renaissance, 
it  is  arsenic,  arsenic,  arsenic  which  was  the  mainstay  not 
merely  of  the  murderous,  fortune-telling  hag,  but  of 
homicides  of  commanding  intellect  and  power,  like  the 
Borgias  and  Catherine  de  Medici. 

Of  couise,  in  those  clays,  and  well  up  to  the  early  part  of 
the  present  century,  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  arsenic 
with  any  certainty  in  the  bodies  of  persons  who  had  died  of 
it,  while  only  the  vaguest  notions  prevailed  as  to  the  patho- 
logical effects  caused  by  it  in  the  viscera,  so  that  it  could  be 
used  as  a  poison  with  considerable  impunity.  But  since 
Orfila,  Reinsch,  Marsh  and  others  have  carried  out  their 
researches,  it  has  become  of  all  poisons  the  most  easily 
recognised  by  chemical  tests,  while  its  symptoms  and  morbid 
anatomy  are  familiarly  known  to  the  medical  profession. 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  still,  no  doubt  owing  to 
the  facility  with  which  it  may  be  procured,  and  its  old- 
established  reputation,  a  favourite  with  the  homicide.  Mrs. 
Cotton,  who  was  executed  at  Durham  in  1873,  was  arraigned 
on  four  separate  charges  of  poisoning  by  arsenic.  Mrs.  May- 
brick  was  convicted  of  having  administered  it  to  her  husband 
in  1886.  Mrs.  Sherman,  of  New  Haven,  United  States,  was 
proved  at  her  trial  in  1885  to  have  disposed  of  three  husbands 
and  some  seven  or  eight  children  and  step-children  by  means 
of  it,  while  in  the  same  year  Mrs.  Robinson,  of  Somerville, 
Massachusetts,  was  shown  to  have  been  indebted  to  it  for 
the  disappearance  of  six  members  of  her  immediate  family. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say  so,  but  it  is  true  that 

Women  and  Doctors 
are  the  classes  which  have  supplied  the  most  numerous  and 
notorious  poisoners.  Man — in  this  connection  minus  medical 
men — bold  and  militant,  is  disposed  to  crimes  of  violence ; 
woman,  weak  and  timid,  when  she  stoops  to  crime,  inclines 
to  craft  and  cunning  ;  and  hence  she  has  often  sought,  by 
the  arrow  that  flieth  in  darkness,  to  remove  a  rival,  resent 
infidelity,  avenge  her  wrongs,  hide  her  shame,  or  gratify  her 
cupidity.  At  certain  periods,  poisoning  by  women  has  been 
epidemic,  and  has  anticipated  the  decrees  of  our  modern 
divorce-court.  About  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century 
it  was  observed  that  yoimg  widows  were  extraordinarily  abun- 
dant in  Rome,  and  that  most  of  the  unhappy  marriages  were 
speedily  dissolved  by  the  illness  and  death  of  thehusband  ;  and 
inquiries  set  on  foot  by  the  Catholic  clergy,  who  felt  bound  to 
make  representations  to  Pope  Alexander  VII.,  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  the  secret  society  of  young  matrons,  who  met  at 
the  house  of  a  reputed  sorceress  for  technical  instruction  in 
toxicology  and  mutual  improvement  in  marital  euthanasia. 
A  little  later,  a  similar  organisation  was  brought  to  light  in 
Paris,  again  by  the  action  of  the  clergy,  and  here  it  was 
shown  that  under  the  guidance  of  two  nominal  midwifes, 
La  Voisin  and  La  Vigoroux,  large  numbers  of  married  women 
had  hastened  the  decease  of  their  husbands.  It  was  not 
until  upwards  of  a  hundred  culprits  of  this  description  had 
cied  at  the  stake  or  on  the  gallows  that  this  epidemic  was 
stamped  oat.  In  Hungary,  in  the  latter  half  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and,  again,  only  a  few  years  ago,  extraordinary 
enclosures  were  made  as  to  wholesale  husband-poisoning  by 
women  of  the  peasant  class,  who,  like  the  Roman  and 
Parisian  matrons,  employed  arsenic  to  compass  their  ends. 
We  can  understand  in  some  measure  the  partiality  of  I 


female  poisoners,  acting  individually  and  in  numbers,  fo? 
arsenic,  and  their  rigorous  adherence  to  ancient  methods,  by 
remembering  that  arsenic  has  been  long  employed  in  many 
countries  as  the  most  popular  domestic  exterminator  of 
vermin,  and  has  also  been  extensively  recognised  as  an  article 
of  toilette,  so  that  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  it  and 
explain  their  possession  of  it  on  these  pretexts;  but  it  is 
difficult  to  comprehend  why  poisoners  of  the  other  group 
alluded  to,  medical  men,  should  have  displayed  such  poverty 
of  resource  as  is  manifest  in  their  published  misdeeds,  and 
should  have  confined  themselves  so  strictly  to  the  contents  of 
Schedule  A.  One  would  have  thought  that  medical  men, 
with  thtir  knowledge  of  drugs  and  command  over  them, 
would  have  been  able  to  ring  the  changes  in  an  infinite 
variety  of  ways,  to  employ  alkaloidal  and  other  organic 
poisons  in  such  a  manner  and  in  such  combinations  as  to 
perplex  the  clinical  observer,  baffle  the  pathologist,  and  set 
at  nought  the  skill  of  the  analyst.  But  not  so.  With  whai; 
might  almost  be  called  infatuation  they  have  all  but  invari- 
ably worked  on  in  the  old  grooves,  and  carefully  prepared  a 
net  for  their  own  ensnarement.  For  the  most  part  they  have 
trusted  to  the  inorganic  poisons,  which,  owiDg  to  their 
unalterable  character,  ease  of  purification,  and  definiteness 
of  reaction,  can  be  identified  in  the  body  with  mathematical 
certainty ;  and  when  an  alkaloid  has  been  essayed,  it  has  been 
strychnia,  which,  of  all  the  alkaloids,  in  unalterability  and 
definiteress  of  reaction,  approaches  most  closely  to  the 
inorganic  poisons,  and  to  which,  too,  very  conclusive  phy- 
siological tests  can  be  applied.  The  later  and  more  fuga- 
cious alkaloids,  which  I  am  not  even  going  to  name,  arid 
which,  when  detected,  it  would  be  impossible  to  affirm 
might  not  be  putrefacive  products — ptomaines,  albu- 
minoses,  and  peptones — which  result  from  the  decompo- 
sition of  the  tissues,  or  of  ingested  food,  have,  as  far  as 
we  know,  never  been  tried;  and  even  nicotine,  the  most 
widely  diffused  of  alkaloids,  with  which,  I  suppose,  a  third 
of  the  population  is  always  poisoned,  more  or  less,  has  not 
been  resorted  to  with  premeditated  malice,  except  in  one 
case,  that  of  the  Count  Bocarme,  who  poisoned  with  it  in 
five  minutes  his  wife's  brother  Fougnics,  although  in  the 
body  of  a  murdered  smoker  it  might  well  pass  as  a  relic  of 
the  pipe  or  cigarette.  I  cannot  recall  a  case  in  which  a 
medical  poisoner  has  gone  beyond  Schedule  A.  Palmer  used 
strychnine;  Smethurst,  antimony;  Pritchard,  antimony; 
Cross,  arsenic;  Lamson,  aconite  ;  Chantrelle,  who,  although 
not  a  doctor,  was  a  chemist,  morphia ;  and  Tawell,  who 
was  a  chemist  and  druggist,  hydrocyanic  acid.  Such  are 
the  ignorance,  stupidity,  and  rashness  revealed  in  a 
review  of  the  trial  of  these  medical  poisoners  that  one  is 
forced  to  conclude  that  they  were  like  the  miscreants  who 
carry  on  illicit  lines  of  practice  at  the  present  day — medical 
men  only  in  name,  professional  pariahs  and  failures  beneath 
contempt,  and  that  in  them,  as  in  the  criminal  classes 
generally,  intellectual  incapacity  was  associated  with  moral 
debasement.  Not  one  instance  have  we  amongst  them  of 
average  ability,  to  say  nothing  of  originality  or  genius,  in 
their  nefarious  transactions. 

True,  it  may  be  said  that  the  medical  poisoners  who  have 
been  brought  to  justice  have  been  the  clumsy  and  incom- 
petent members  of  their  class.  The  bunglers,  it  may  be 
argued,  have  been  caught,  while  the  adepts  have  escaped 
suspicion.  It  is,  I  fear,  correct  that  there  have  been  and 
are 

Cases  op  Undetected  Poisoning. 
In  almost  every  instance  in  which  a  medical  poisoner  has 
been  convicted  there  have  been  good  grounds  for  believirjg 
that  he  bad  had  other  victims  besides  the  one  whose 
death  was  brought  home  to  him,  and  several  medical 
men  in  large  practice  have  told  me  that  in  their  professional 
experience  they  have  come  upon  cases  in  which  they  have 
had  grave  misgivings  that  poisoning  was  being,  or  had  beeD, 
attempted.  It  may  be  that  medical  men  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  discoveries  of  modern  science  for  wicked  and 
unlawful  ends,  and  have  liv  ed  on  in  the  odour  of  professional 
sanctity  unsuspected  ;  but  there  is  some  consolation  in  the 
reflection  that  the  more  scientific  a  man  is  the  less  likely  is 
he  to  stoop  to  any  abuse  of  power  that  science  puts  in  his 
hands ;  and  that  the  improved  education  of  the  medical 
profession  renders  its  members  more  expert  than  they  have 
hitherto  been  in  the  recognition  of  the  symptoms  of  poison- 
ing of  various  kinds. 


October  8,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


591 


But  here  I  must  point  out  to  you  that  as  regards  the 
future  of  toxicology  very  serious  considerations  arise,  for 
numerous  new  poisons  are  being  yearly  added  to  our  list, 
and  many  of  these  it  is,  and  must,  perhaps,  always  be, 
impossible  to  track  and  identify.  Henceforth,  the  medical 
man  or  scientific  expert  desiring  to  remove  any  human 
stumbling-block  in  his  way,  if  able  to  shake  off  old  traditions, 
will  not,  unless  demented,  select  his  weapon  from  Schedule  A, 
but  from  the  recently  discovered  organic  poisons  that  may 
be  used  with  absolute  impunity  as  regards  detection. 

As  you  know,  we  have  of  late  years  been  enlarging  our 
views  as  to  the  part  played  by  poisons  in  the  causation  of 
disease,  and  have  remodelled  our  pathology  on  a  toxemic 
basis.  We  know  now  that  the  human  body,  even  in  its 
normal  state,  is  a  cupboard  of  poisons,  harmless  as  long  as 
they  remain  shut  up  in  their  own  box,  bottle,  vessel,  wrapper, 
or  cover,  but  capable  when  let  loose  of  inducing  disastrous 
and  even  fatal  consequences  to  their  individual  owner  or  to 
his  neighbours — for  human  beings  in  too  close  aggregation 
poison  each  other.  Many  of  the  ordinary  constituents  of  the 
blood  and  tissues,  such  as  carbonic  acid  and  potash  salts, 
are  poisons,  and  many  of  the  ingredients  of  the  secretions  of 
glands  and  of  the  products  of  assimilation  are  toxic  in  their 
effects,  and  set  up  morbid  states,  such  as  chohcmia,  uratnia, 
diabetic  coma,  and  sterconemia  when  introduced  into  the 
general  circulation.  And  not  only  is  the  human  body  packed 
with  home-made  poisons,  but  it  is  being  constantly  plied  with 
poisons  from  without.  The  soil  it  dwells  on,  the  air  it 
breathes,  the  water  it  drinks,  the  food  it  eats,  teem  with 
micro-organisms,  some  of  which  are  poison -mongers  of  a 
virulent  type,  that  quickly  avail  themselves  of  any  lodgment 
given  them  in  the  body  under  favourable  conditions  to  carry 
on  their  vicious  practices.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  a 
large  number  of  the  diseases  that  figure  most  largely  in  our 
bills  of  mortality  are  due  to  the  action  of  poisons  of  complex 
composition — some  alkaloids,  some  modified  proteids,  some 
of  unknown  structure,  manufactured  in  the  protoplasm  of 
microbes  of  such  infinite  minuteness  that  thousands  of 
millions  of  them  may  be  present  in  a  single  grain  of  matter, 
and  that  find  their  way  into  the  body  from  without.  And 
as  regards  these  pathogenic  or  disease-causing  microbes,  it  is 
now  practicable  to  cultivate  many  of  them  in  suitable 
artificial  media  outside  the  body,  to  reproduce  the  cultiva- 
tions for  many  generations,  each  capable  of  causing  all  the 
symptoms  of  the  original  malady  when  inoculated  into  ani- 
mals, and  to  separate  from  them  the  toxins  to  which  their 
effects  are  due. 

The  True  Upas-tree 
turns  out  to  be  a  microscopic  fungus. 

Now  pray  observe  that  pathogenic  microbes  and  their 
toxins  when  introduced  into  the  organism,  either  by  accident 
or  design,  set  up,  not  like  old-fashioned  poisons,  organic  or 
inorganic,  a  group  of  symptoms  distinctive  and  unique, 
easily  recognisable,  and  not  attributable  to  natural  causes, 
but  a  disease  to  which  anyone  is  liable,  which  may  be  pre- 
valent in  the  neighbourhood  at  the  time,  and  which  may  be 
contracted  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Pray  note  further  that 
these  pathogenic  microbes  and  their  toxins,  when  thev  have 
proved  fatal,  leave  behind  them  either  no  traces  or  only  the 
usual  post -mortem  appearances  of  a  disease,  and  not,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  old-fashioned  poisons,  distinctive  lesions  and 
substances  capable  of  chemical  identification,  and  that  could 
have  no  legitimate  business  in  the  body  unless  taken  as 
medicine. 

>-  It  is  highly  probable,  then,  I  think,  that  the  medical  or 
scientific 

Poisoner  op  the  Future 
will  resort  to  the  pathogenic  microbes  and  their  toxins,  and 
will  induce  a  disease  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  say 
might  Dot  have  been  contracted  in  the  usual  way.  As  our 
knowledge  of  the  life- history  and  habits  of  these  microbes 
extends,  and  our  skill  in  manipulating  them  increases,  the 
number  of  them  available  for  felonious  purposes  will  become 
considerable  ;  but  even  now  there  are  not  a  few  that  might 
be  employed  with  homicidal  intent.  Of  those  microbes  that 
have  hitherto  been  cultivated  outside  the  body,  and  that, 
when  administered  to  human  beings  not  immune  either 
naturally  or  by  previous  attacks,  produce  a  specific  disease, 
the  tubsrcle  bacillus  and  that  of  actinomycosis  would  be 
too  slow  and  uncertain  in  their  action  for  a  murderer's 


purpose,  and  that  of  anthrax  would  probably  awaken  sus- 
picion if  employed  upon  anyone  not  a  wool-sorter  or  engaged 

I  in  the  slaughter  of  animals.  But  it  is  not  inconceivable 
that  the  bacilli  of  typhoid  fever,  of  pneumonia,  of  bubonic 
plague,  of  enteritis,  and  of  malignant  oedema,  the  vibrio  of 
Asiatic  cholera,  the  staphylococcus  aureus  of  suppuration, 
the  spirillum  of  relapsing  fever,  might  be  made  to  find  their 
way  into  the  system  by  the  digestive  canal,  and  thus  set  up 
their  destructive  operations.     A  little  disorder  of  the 

I  stomach  having  been  first  induced  by  some  indiscretion  in 
diet,  the  organism  corresponding  with  typhoid  fever  or 
cholera  reared  in  a  test  tube  might  be  administered  in 
apparently  pure  water  so  as  to  cause  these  diseases,  and  the 

I  water  in  which  they  were  admit istered,  although  it  teemed 
with  them,  might  be  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the 
chemist,  and,  in  the  absence  of  other  organic  matter,  be 

i  pronounced  by  him  of  great  organic  purity.  Mixed  with 
milk,  the  bacilli  of  diphtheria  and  of  glanders  would  readily 
find  their  way  to  the  follicles  of  the  torsils,  for  which  they 
have  a  special  affinity,  and  thence  diffuse  their  pernicious 
influence ;  while  in  cool  beef-tea  or  broth  or  gruel  several 
other  pathogenic  microbes  could  be  smuggled  into  the 
citadel  of  life,  where,  once  established,  they  would  increase 
and  multiply  at  a  prodigious  rate.  When  sterilised  broth, 
to  which  typhoid-fever  bacilli  have  been  added  in  the  pro- 
poition  of  246  to  the  c  a,  is  kept  for  twerty-four  hours  in 
theincubatoratblood-heat.it  is  found  that  at  the  end  of 
that  time  there  are  20,000,000  of  these  bacilli  to  the  c  c. 
The  spores  of  certain  pathogenic  microbes  which  offer 
enormous  resistance  to  inimical  influence  might  be  stored 
for  an  indefinite  period,  to  be  planted  as  death- seeds  at  any 
convenient  opportunity.  A  few  pathogenic  microbes  even 
exist  in  Nature,  ready  to  the  murderer's  hand,  without  any 
preparation.  Infanticide  might  be  practised  with  tolerable 
certainty  with  milk  from  the  tuberculous  udder  of  a  cow. 
Even  in  the  case  of  the  larger  parasites — as,  for  example, 
echinococcus  veterinorum  and  bellharazia  hiemotibia — their 
ova  might  be  given  in  water  and  produce  very  severe  illness 
and  death. 

The  risk,  from  the  poisoner's  point  of  view,  that  patho- 
genic microbes,  surreptitiously  conveyed  into  the  body, 
might  not  prove  fatal,  but  induce  an  attack  of  disease 
ending  in  recovery,  may  yet  be  obviated  by  the  improvement 
of  our  cultural  methods.  Such  microbes  are  exceedingly 
susceptible  to  the  influence  of  extercal  conditions  and  diet, 
and  by  a  slight  change  of  temperature  or  the  addition  of  a 
minute  quantity  of  a  chemical  substance  to  the  fluid  in 
which  they  are  grown,  or  by  associating  them  with  other 
depraved  bacilli,  those  of  them  that  are  comparatively 
benign  may  be  raised  to  a  high  degree  of  virulence.  The 
connois-eur  in  poisoning  of  the  future  might,  therefore, 
having  caught  his  microbe,  nourish  and  train  it  into  intense 
malignancy  and  ferocity,  and  make  sure  of  its  doing  its 
deadly  work. 

I  have  been  speaking  of  the  possible  use  of  disease- 
causing  bacilli  for  homicidal  purposes,  and  I  would  next 
remind  you  that 

The  Toxins 

derived  from  them  are  still  more  readily  capable  of  being 
put  to  the  same  vile  use.    By  the  cultivation  of  certain 
specific  microbes  in  special  media,  powerful  toxins  have  been 
produced  which  in  very  small  quantities  cause  fatal  results 
in  a  very  short  time,  with  symptoms  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, to  differentiate  and  refer  back  to  their  source.  The 
toxins  of  tubercle,  of  glanders,  of  typhoid  fever,  of  tetanus, 
of    diphtheria,   of  plague,   of  choleia,   have  been  thus 
'  separated,  can  be  preserved  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period, 
I  and  administered  with  le'hal  effects.    Such  toxins  might  be 
given  by  hypodermic  injections,  mixed  with  or  in  place  of 
the  medicines  which  are  now  socommotly  administered  in 
that  way,  or  they  might  be  p'anted  on  any  small  wound, 
scratch,  or  abrasion  on  the  surface  of  the  skin,  aDd  even 
I  should  a  medical  attendant  of  unusually  keen  penetration 
suspect  their  criminal   administra'.ion,   he   dare  scarcely 
I  express  his  belief  that  there  was  anything  wrong,  for  it 
i  might  be  that  the  poison   cane  into  the  system  quite 
innocently.     Dr.  Sims  Woodbead  has  lately  come  across 
cases  in  which  erysipelas  and  anthrax  have  been  set  up  by 
the  inoculation  of  the  infective  material  carried  by  flies, 
gnats,  and  bugs,  and  his  observation  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance in  its  medico-legal  aspect,  and  well  justifies  Our 
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insecticidal  instincts,  for  it  is  clear  that  an  army  of 
toxiferous  fleas,  flies,  or  bugs  manccuvring  at  large  might  do 
enormous  damage. 

The  poisonous  energy  of  some  of  these  microbic  toxins 
•which  I  have  mentioned  is  extraordinary,  and  far  exceeds 
anything  for  which  our  knowledge  of  the  most  potent  of  the 
old  vegetable  alkaloids  has  prepared  us.  Two-tenths  of  a 
milligramme  of  tuberculin  injected  into  the  human  body, 
sixty  trillion  times  its  weight,  raises  the  temperature  of  its 
whole  mass  several  degrees,  and  1  milligramme  of  tetanus 
toxin  will  kill  a  horse,  or  six  hundred  million  times  its  own 
weight  of  living  tissue.  In  order  to  cause  death,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  inject  only  one  five-hundredth  part  as  much  tetanine 
as  atropine,  and  one  hundred  and  thirtieth  part  as  against 
strychnine.  It  is,  therefore,  obvious  that  we  have,  in  these 
microbic  toxins,  poisons  of  tremendous  energy,  that,  by  the 
very  minuteness  of  the  doses  by  v/hich  they  demolish  animal 
life,  lend  themselves  specially  to  criminal  designs  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  are  acquainted  with  their  properties,  and  are 
capable  of  preparing  them. 

But  in  addition  to  the  pathogenic  bacteria  properly  so- 
called,  to  which,  with  their  toxins,  I  have  been  referring, 
there  are  others  which,  although  they  do  not  induce  diseases 
known  to  our  nosologies,  yet  fabricate  strong  toxins, 
ptomaines,  and  similar  chemical  bodies,  which,  when  ad- 
ministered to  animals,  cause  rapid  poisoning,  and  which 
presumably  would  have  the  same  effect  if  administered  to 
human  beings.  The  common  saprophytes,  proteus,  vulgaris 
bacillus  coli  communis,  bacillus  mesentericus,  bacillus  pro- 
digiosus,  and  vibrio  of  Finkler  are  known  to  produce 
toxins,  and  "  theoretically,"  says  Professor  Klein,  "  there  is 
no  reason  why  some  specialist  should  not  discover  methods 
and  media  by  and  in  which  these  and  other  saprophytes 
might  create  powerful  toxins  which,  even  in  small  doses, 
would  cause  an  acute  fatal  result." 

About  six  weeks  ago,  eight  cases  of  serious  illness  and  two 
•deaths  occurred  at  Surbiton  from  ptomaine-poisoning, 
caused  by  a  joint  of  lamb  which  was  not  itself  offensive  or 
'unpalatable,  but  had  stood  near  a  tongue  that  was  putrid  and 
rnaggoU.y.  "  The  poisons  found  in  tinned  meats,  sardines, 
'hams,  veal-pies,  &c. — ptomaines,  alkaloids,  and  toxins — may 
be  derived,"  says  Professor  Crookshank,  "  from  the  action  of 
putrefactive  bacteria,  or  of  specific  bacteria,  as  for  example 
in  the  meat  of  animals  that  have  died  of  anthrax,  and  may 
be  extracted  from  the  suspected  food  and  tested  by  adminis- 
tration to  animals." 

You  will  admit,  gentlemen,  I  think,  after  what  I  have  said, 
that  the  science  of  toxicology  is  becoming  infinitely  more 
complex  and  intricate  than  it  has  ever  hitherto  been,  and 
that  very  difficult  and  curious  problems  are  not  unlikely  to 
arise  in  connection  with  it  in  its  relation  to  medical  juris- 
prudence, problems  that  may  puzzle  the  discernment  of  even 
a  twentieth-century  Sherlock  Holmes.  "  Chemists,"  ex- 
claimed Count  Fosco  with  an  eye  to  their  toxicological 
attainments,  "  chemists — I  assert  it  emphatically — might 
sway  if  they  pleased  the  destinies  of  humanity.  .  .  .  On  my 
sacred  word  of  honour,  it  is  lucky  for  society  that  modern 
chemists  are,  by  incomprehensible  good  fortune,  the  most 
harmless  of  mankind.  The  mass  are  worthy  fathers  of 
families,  who  keep  shops.  The  few  are  philosophers,  be- 
sotted with  admiration  for  the  sound  of  their  own  lecturing 
voices,  visionaries  who  waste  their  lives  on  fantastic  im- 
possibilities, or  quacks  whose  ambition  soars  no  higher  than 
our  corns.  Thus  society  escapes,  and  the  illimitable  power 
of  chemistry  remains  the  slave  of  the  most  superficial  and 
the  most  significant  ends."  But  if  Count  Fosco  thus 
estimated  the  empire  of  chemistry  and  the  boundless  power 
which  it  places  in  the  grasp  of  its  votaries,  what  would  he 
not  have  said  of  bacteriology  and  of  the  hidden  and  thauma- 
turgic  control  over  their  fellow-men  which  those  initiated 
into  its  mysteries  possess  ?  Into  what  rhapsodies  would  he 
not  have  risen  over  these  microbic  poisons  of  superlative 
virulence  and  subtlety  to  which  we  have  now  attained,  the 
very  existence  of  which  may  suggest  to  you  that  it  is  super- 
fluous any  longer  to  surround  with  special  safeguards  the  sale 
of  such  comparatively  harmless  substances  as  are  contained 
in  Schedule  A  ?  But  in  entertaining  any  such  suggestion  you 
would  be  in  error,  for  whatever  the  future — the  remote  future 
— may  hring  fort  h,  it  is  certain  that  for  a  long  time  to  come  a 
large  majority  of  poisoners  will  cling  to  old  methods,  and  stake 
their  necks  on  arsenic,  antimony,  and  strychnine.    For  one 


Bacteriological  Mephistopheles 
who  can  possess  himself  of  a  microbic  poison  and  use 
i  it  dexterously  there  will  be  at  least  a  dozen  despicable 
;  wretches  who  will  take  what  comes  to  hand  most  readily  in 
j  common  life  and  blunder  with  it  egregiously.  And,  beyond 
all  this,  we  must  remember  that  Schedule  A  is  not  solely 
intended  for  the  prevention  of  murder,  but  is  meant  to  act 
as  a  check  on  suicide,  and  to  avert,  as  far  as  may  be,  deaths 
due  to  carelessness  and  accident.  Those  bent  on  self- 
destruction  are  not  likely,  unless  to  cheat  an  insurance 
company,  to  attempt  to  induce  a  lingering  disease,  or  to 
seek  out  an  inaccessible  and  inscrutable  toxin,  but  are 
certain  to  prefer  "  such  soon-speeding  gear"  of  yours  "as 
will  despatch  them  straight  " ;  and  the  obstacles  which  this 
schedule  enables  you  to  put  in  their  way  may  occasionally 
frustrate  their  object  or  afford  them  that  brief  interval  for 
reflection  in  which  the  suicidal  impulse,  when  it  has  reached 
a  crisis,  often  suddenly  dies  out.  And,  independently  of 
this  schedule,  members  of  your  calling  are,  I  believe,  not 
rarely  instrumental  in  preventing  miserable  beings  from 
shuffling  off  this  mortal  coil,  for  some  of  them  have  acquired 
a  quick  eye  for  a  would-be  suicide,  and,  as  in  instances 
which  have  fallen  within  my  own  knowledge,  by  refusing 
altogether  to  supply  him  with  the  poison  asked  for,  or  by 
substituting  for  it  an  innocuous  fluid  or  powder  not  unlike 
it  in  appearance,  have  given  him  pause,  and  so  saved  his 
life.  Then,  as  regards  accidental  poisoning,  which  has 
become  more  frequent  in  recent  years,  as  the  demands  of 
our  advancing  civilisation  have  become  more  complex  and 
various,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  when  rigidly  observed,  tend  to  limit  it,  and 
that  they  will  be  still  more  efficacious  in  this  direction  when 
the  recommendation  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
repeatedly  pressed  upon  the  Privy  Council  to  include  in 
the  schedule  carbolic  acid,  to  which  so  many  deaths  are  now 
attributable,  has  been  adopted. 

The  Poisonous  Substances  Bill. 

A  Bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  certain  poisonous  substances 
was  introduced  into  and  passed  through  the  House  of 
Lords  last  Session,  but  failed,  I  cannot  regret  to  say,  to  reach 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  the  Bill  seemed  to  me  to  be 
retrogressive,  in  permitting  the  sale  of  the  substances  named 
in  its  schedule,  and  of  others  that  the  Privy  Council  might 
from  time  to  time  add  thereto,  subject  to  certain  regula- 
tions, by  any  person  without  any  licence  or  evidence  of 
special  qualification.  The  sale  of  poisons  hitherto  has  been 
confined  to  chemists  and  druggists,  who  have  been  trained  to 
caution  in  dealing  with  dangerous  commodities,  and  who 
have  proved  their  fitness  for  such  work  by  passing  a  stringent 
examination,  and  the  wise  policy  would  seem  to  be  to 
entrust  to  them  the  sale  of  other  poisonous  substances  that 
have  come  into  vogue,  and  in  regard  to  which  the  public 
require  protection.  No  regulations,  however  carefully 
worded,  can  make  up  for  the  want  of  knowledge  and  a 
sense  of  personal  responsibility,  and  free  trade  in  poison  is 
not  to  be  desired  any  more  than  free  trade  in  alec  hoi. 
Labelling  alone  is  not  a  sufficient  safeguard,  and,  indeed,  it 
may  be  argued  that  whenever  it  becomes  very  general  in  its 
use,  it  will  in  great  measure  cease  to  be  protective,  for 
familiarity  breeds  contempt,  and  the  warning  word  "  Poison 
is  apt  to  lose  its  effect  when  it  is  incessantly  cropping  up. 
The  fact  that  a  particular  substance  has  to  be  procured  at  a 
druggist's  shop  with  certain  formalities  is,  to  my  thinkiDg, 
much  more  likely  to  create  caution  in  its  storage  and  use 
than  the  most  flaring  superscription  of  poison  if  it  can  be 
purchased  at  any  ordinary  dealer's.  Of  course,  one  would 
wish  to  put  no  unnecessary  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  carbolic  and  cresylic  acids,  which  are  so  largely 
used  as  disinfectants,  or  of  the  materials  soldforthe  purjose 
of  destroying  insects  and  vermin,  which  are  now  acknow- 
ledged to  play  some  part  in  the  dissemination  of  disease; 
but  it  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  cleanliness  is  the 
best  of  all  disinfectants  and  vermin-destroyers,  and  that 
sound  sanitation  should  render  the  use  of  chemical  anti- 
septics only  occasionally  necessary.  There  can,  I  think,  be 
no  hardship  in  confining  the  sale  of  these  chemical  anti- 
septics to  properly  qualified  chemists  and  druggists ;  indeed, 
there  would  seem  to  be  great  danger  in  permitting  them  to 
'  be  retailed  under  any  conditions  by  grocer3,  drysaltery 
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oilmen,  or  general  dealers,  in  whose  shops  they  would 
necessarily  be  mixed  up  with  various  other  kinds  of  goody  in 
regard  to  the  vending  of  which  no  special  care  is  requisite. 
The  habitual  caution  of  the  chemist  and  druggist  counts 
for  much — an  habitual  caution  which  has  become  second 
nature  to  him  and  enters  into  all  his  doings,  even,  I  fancy, 
into  the  sale  of  a  sponge  or  a  bottle  of  perfume ;  for  any- 
one who  has  bought  such  an  article  over  a  chemist's 
counter  must  have  felt  that  the  transaction  was  conducted 
with  great  circumspection  and  solemnity,  and  that  in 
making  the  purchase  he  was  regarded  almost  as  an  object  of 
suspicion. 

I  venture  to  believe  that  all  the  advantages  sought  by  the 
Bill  of  last  Session  could  be  secured  by  the  inclusion  of  the 
substances  named  in  its  schedule  in  Schedule  A  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  and  I  feel  strongly  that  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  continue  to  advise  the  Privy 
Council  as  to  the  articles  to  be  comprised  in  that  schedule. 
The  Privy  Council  must  have  special  technical  guidance  in 
such  a  matter,  and  I  know  not  where  they  could  obtain  more 
trustworthy  guidance  than  from  the  chosen  representatives 
of  that  body  of  men  who  have  an  intimate  practical 
acquaintance  with  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers  attending 
the  sale  of  poisons,  and  who  will  not,  I  am  sure,  allow 
their  trade  interests  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  public 
welfare. 

But  whether  your  powers  and  duties  in  connection  with 
poisons  and  poisonous  substances  are  to  be  extended  or  cur- 
tailed, I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  subject  of 
poison  and  poisoning  generally  must  henceforth  engage  the 
attention  of  all  who  follow  your  calling  to  a  far  larger  extent 
than  they  have  ever  before  done,  and,  indeed,  I  feel  sure 
that,  however  reluctant  those  responsible  for  the  education 
of  chemists  and  druggists  may  be  to  add  to  the  brain- 
burdens  which  already,  as  I  have  hinted,  pressed  somewhat 
heavily  upon  them,  they  will  be  compelled  to  provide 
some 

Instruction  in  Bacteriology 
in  your  Schools  of  Pharmacy,  so  that  you  may  make 
acquaintance  with  those  micro-organisms  which  have  been 
shown  to  be  influential  in  the  production  of  disease,  and 
which  are  certainly  destined  to  play  an  important  part  in 
its  diagaosis,  prevention,  and  cure.  I  have  spoken  of  the 
microbian  origin  of  infective  diseases,  and  of  the  toxins 
which  pathogenic  microbes  secrete  or  produce  by  their 
digestive  operations — toxins  which  cannot  be  chemically 
defined,  but  which  are  in  almost  every  case  the  efficient  cause 
of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease — and  I  would  now  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  many  of  these  toxins  contain  pro- 
tective or  remedial  substances  bound  up  with  their  toxic 
j  ingredients.  The  bane  carries  its  own  antidote,  and  by 
certain  procedures  the  bane  may  be  abolished  while  the 
antidote  survives.  It  has  been  experimentally  proved  that 
animals  that  have  been  inoculated  with  the  microbe  of 
certain  infectious  diseases,  and  that  have  survived  the  ill- 
ness thus  induced,  have  become  refractory  to  the  action 
of  the  same  microbe  subsequently  inoculated.  It  has  been 
also  proved  that  the  same  power  of  resistance  has  been 
conferred  by  the  injection  of  the  solutions  in  which  patho- 
genic microbes  had  been  grown,  but  from  which  they  had 
been  filtered  out  so  that  only  their  toxins  remain.  And 
it  has  been  further  proved  that  the  serum  of  the  blood  of 
animals  protected  by  an  attack  of  the  disease  artificially 
induced,  although  itself  incapable  of  setting  up  the  disease, 
yet  communicates  to  unprotected  animals  into*which  it  is 
injected  a  remarkable  power  of  resisting  it,  so  that  large 
quantities  of  its  toxin  may  be  administered  without  poisonous 
[j  effects.  Whatever  be  the  origin  of  antitoxins  and  anti- 
ii  venins,  whether  due  to  reaction  set  up  in  the  tissues  of  the 
J  body,  to  proliferation  of  white-blood  corpuscles,  or  to  a 
1  breaking  up  of  the  toxin  with  destruction  of  its  toxic  con- 
stituents and  retention  of  those  that  are  antitoxic  and 
protective,  it  is  certain  that  they  possess  a  power  of 
]  counteracting  the  effects  of  the  toxin  and  venoms  with 
which  they  correspond,  more  decisive  and  far-reaching  than  , 
that  of  any  known  antidotes  in  the  case  of  mineral  and  j 
vegetable  poisons.  A  dose  of  a  microbe  toxin  much  larger  j 
than  that  which  is  necessary  to  produce  a  fatal  issue  is  | 
administered  to  an  animal ;  several  hours  later,  when  the  j 
characteristic  symptoms  of  the  disease  have  clearly  displayed 
themselves, 


The  Antitoxin 

derived  from  an  animal  which  has  suffered  from  the  disease 
is  injected,  with  the  result  that  the  symptoms  of  the  disease 
vanish,  and  the  animal  is  none  the  worse.  And  the  same 
thing  occurs  in  human  beings.  The  progress  of  a  certain 
infective  disease  is  arrested  or  modified  by  the  administra- 
tion of  antitoxins  drawn  from  animals  that  have  been 
subjected  artificially  to  attacks  of  the  disease,  or  have  been 
immunised  against  it  by  repeated  and  graduated  injections 
of  its  toxins.  You  are  all  familiar  with  the  brilliant  results 
achieved  by  Pasteur  in  the  treatment  of  hydrophobia  during 
its  incubation  period  by  the  injection  of  emulsions  formed 
from  the  spinal  cords  of  rabbits  that  had  suffered  from  the 
disease.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  what  has  been  done  in 
diphtheria,  and  how  thousands  of  lives  have  been  saved  from 
that  rancorous  malady  by  means  of  the  serum  of  the  blood 
of  the  horse,  immunised  by  a  series  of  injections  of  the 
toxin.  The  authoritative  judgment  of  a  committee  of  the 
Clinical  Society  of  London,  that  have  during  the  last  three 
years  conducted  an  exhaustive  investigation,  is  that  in  cases 
of  diphtheria  treated  with  antitoxin,  not  only  is  the 
mortality  notably  lessened,  but  the  duration  of  life  in  the 
fatal  cases  is  prolonged;  while  no  prejudicial  action  beyond 
transient  skin-rashes  has  been  shown  to  follow  its  use,  even 
in  large  amounts.  Drs.  Sidney  Martin  and  Bertram  Hunt 
have  demonstrated  that  in  cases  of  diphtheria  observed  in 
University  College  Hospital  the  total  mortality  in  the 
whole,  without  distinction  of  ages  or  the  sites  of  the 
local  lesions,  has  fallen  from  between  33  and  43  per  cent, 
in  the  years  before  the  antitoxin-treatment  was  inaugurated 
to  28,  17  7,  and  17  per  cent,  in  the  three  years  during  which 
I  antitoxin  has  been  used,  and  that  in  tracheotomy  cases 
the  mortality  has  been  reduced  from  65  5  to  26 A  per  cent. 
J  The  poison  of  tetanus  may  be  overtaken  by  its  antitoxin 
and  prevented  in  many  cases  from  killing,  as  it  would  other- 
wise do.  Excellent  results  are  reported  from  Naples 
obtained  from  anti-pneumonic  serum  in  a  recent  epidemic  of 
pneumonia  there.  Observations  are  accumulating  tending 
to  establish  the  utility  of  antistreptococcus  serum  in  septic- 
aemia, and  two  cases  which  I  have  myself  watched,  although 
not  absolutely  free  from  sources  of  fallacy,  have  deeply 
impressed  me  with  its  value  in  that  fell  disease.  Experi- 
ments recently  performed  at  Monte  Video  by  Sanarelli 
indicate  that  the  serum  of  the  blood  of  the  horse 
I  vaccinated  with  the  bacillus  icteroides,  in  doses  of  gradually 
increasing  intensity  during  twelve  months,  greatly  diminishes 
:  the  mortality  and  mitigates  the  severity  of  yellow  fever. 
The  poison  of  venomous  snakes  is  counteracted  by  antivenin, 
and  it  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  this  remedy,  which 
I  we  owe  to  the  admirably  devised  experiments  of  Eraser  and 
Calmette,  will  enable  us  to  cope  successfully  with  the  effects 
of  the  bites  of  venomous  serpents,  which  in  many  countries 
cause  widespread  havoc. 

Step  by  step,  armed  with  our  antitoxins  and  our  serums 
and  our  lymphs,  we  are  encroaching  on  the 

Ghoul- haunted  Regions  of  Disease, 

and  bringing  hope  and  healing  where  before  all  was  dark- 
ness and  despair.  There  is  no  extravagance  in  the  predic- 
tion that  all  the  infective  diseases  will  before  long  be 
brought  under  control  more  or  less,  and  have  their  power  of 
evil  vastly  restricted  if  not  abolished.  A.nd  that  means  more 
than  might  at  first  sight  appear — vast  although  even  then  is 
the  prospect  of  benefit  to  mankind — for  diseases  hitherto  not 
regarded  as  infective  are  being  brought  into  that  category,  or 
shown  to  be  of  toxic  causation  and,  therefore,  amenable  to 
our  new  methods  of  treatment.  Should  it  prove,  as  Nissl  and 
McSane  Hamilton  have  alleged,  that  a  considerable  number 
of  cases  of  mental  disease  are  due  to  auto-intoxication,  then 
antitoxins  may  be  instrumental  in  checking  that  alarming 
increase  of  insanity  that  is  going  on  among  us,  and  that 
statistical  ingenuity  can  no  longer  explain  away.  Should 
Dr.  Westura  Sambon  be  correct  in  maintaining  that  sun- 
stroke is  an  infective  disease,  we  shall  shortly  be  combating 
insolation  by  an  antisiriasic  serum.  If  Dr.  Buzzard  is  right 
in  arguing  that  anterior  polio-myelitis  is  due  to  a  bacterium, 
we  shall  soon  teach  that  bacterium  to  circumvent  itself  and 
leave  little  limbs  unwithered.  It  is  within  the  bounds  of 
possibility  that,  by  means  of  an  antitoxin,  we  may  yet 
restrain  the  course  of  cancer,  that  "perilous  stuff  which 
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weighs  upon  the  heart "  of  the  present  generation,  for  we 
may  counteract  a  poison  which  it  generates,  and  which  is, 
perhaps,  more  pernicious  than  the  structural  changes 
associated  with  it.  And  this  brings  me  to  a  consideration  in 
connection  with  antitoxins  which  should  not  be  omitted  in 
any  survey  of  their  therapeutic  powers,  and  that  is  that  in 
some  instances,  besides  saving  life,  they  mitigate  the  sequela: 
which  infective  diseases  so  often  leave  behind  them.  Given 
therefore  to  patients  who  might  survive  without  their  aid,  they 
still  promote  speedy  and  complete  recovery  by  warding  off 
secondary  structural  alterations  in  muscle  and  nerve-fibre 
and  in  the  viscera.  We  are  all  aware  of  the  disasters  that 
smallpox  leaves  in  its  trail — blindness,  deafness,  and  lame- 
ness— although  happily  we  see  less  of  these  than  our  fore- 
fathers did,  and  than  our  children  may  do,  unless  the  faddists 
be  effectually  muzzled,  and  effect  given  to  the  conscientious 
objection  of  the  country  to  the  conscientious  objector.  We 
know  something  of  the  kidney  disorders  and  disorganisation 
of  the  middle  ear  that  so  often  follow  on  scarlet  fever,  and 
of  the  paralysis  that  dogs  the  footsteps  of  diphtheria,  but 
perhaps  we  scarcely  realise  that  every  infective  disease 
leaves  its  mark  upon  the  system.  I  have  heard  the  late  Sir 
William  Gull  say — and  most  of  his  sayings  were  worth 
remembering — that  it  takes  a  man  ten  years  to  recover  per- 
fectly from  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  and  it  is  certain  that 
the  health  and  happiness  and  kinetic  energy  of  the  com- 
munity at  large  will  be  sensibly  augmented  by  the  employ- 
ment of  medicaments  that  not  merely  diminish  the  mortality 
of  a  large  group  of  diseases,  but  limit  their  secondary 
ravages. 

Immunity. 

I  have  touched  on  the  actions  and  uses  of  antitoxins  and 
serums  in  the  cure  of  disease  (and  I  can  but  touch  in  passing 
on  a  subject  already  very  voluminous  and  expanding  daily), 
and  I  would  next  touch  even  more  casually  on  the  still 
more  momentous  role  assigned  to  them  in  relation  to  its 
prevention. 

Instances  of  constitutional  insusceptibility  to  certain 
poisons  in  certain  animals,  such  as  that  of  cows  to  bella- 
donna, and  pigeons  to  opium,  have  been  long  recognised  ; 
and  so  has  the  tolerance  of  poisonous  doses  of  mam-  toxic 
substances,  such  as  opium  and  arsenic,  established  in  man  and 
animals  by  their  habitual  use.  It  has  been  long  known 
that  many  infectious  diseases  confer  on  those  who  have 
suffered  from  them  an  exemption,  more  or  less  complete  and 
lasting,  from  subsequent  attacks;  but  it  is  only  sicce 
Pasteur  taught  us  the  "Open  Sesame"  of  fermentation  that 
we  have  come  to  understand  that  a  power  of  resisting 
certain  infectious  diseases  analogous  to  that  bestowed  by 
vaccination  in  the  case  of  small-pox  may  be  secured  by  the 
injection  of  the  microbe  which  causes  them,  of  the  fluid  in 
which  it  has  lived,  or  of  the  blood-serum  of  an  animal  in 
which  it  has  lived  and  died.  An  animal  thus  treated  be- 
comes proof  against  the  particular  disease,  so  that  as  much 
as  fifty  times  the  original  minimum  lethal  dose  may  be 
injected  without  causing  inconvenience.  The  duration  of 
the  immunity  thus  artificially  induced  has  not  yet  been  very 
precisely  measured  in  any  case,  but  this  seems  to  be  esta- 
blished, that  the  immunity  conferred  by  a  toxin  is  less  than 
that  conferred  by  the  microbe  itself,  and  feasibility  is, 
therefore,  given  to  Professor  Fraser's  theory  that  long-con- 
tinued immunity  depends  on  the  continued  existence  in  the 
body,  in  an  attenuated  form,  of  the  microbes  causing  the 
disease,  and  on  the  continual  manufacture  by  them  of 
the  antitoxin  or  immunising  substance. 

The  grand  instance  of  protracted  immunity  is,  of  course, 
small-pox,  in  which  the  mild  attack  brought  on  by  vaccina- 
tion protects  completely  for  seven  years  and  partially  for  a 
much  longer  period,  and  in  which  two  such  mild  attacks 
give  lifelong  freedom  from  the  major  malady.  In  cholera 
and  in  typhoid  fever  prophylactic  inoculations  have  been 
practised  with  encouraging  success,  and  in  other  infective 
diseases  experiments  of  much  promise  are  being  carried  on, 
and  we  are  entitled  to  hope  that  the  microbes  of  a  number 
of  infective  diseases  may  yet  be  so  tamed  and  domesticated 
as  to  be  changed  from  ravening  wolves  into  faithful  house- 
dogs, warding  off  all  wolfish  attacks.  It  may  be  that 
attenuated  microbes  of  infective  diseases  do  even  now  occa- 
sionally confer  immunity  upon  certain  persons,  spontaneously 
and  by  stealth,  for  by  their  unsuspected  reception  into  the 


body  as  well  as  by  inherited  insusceptibility,  we  might 
account  for  the  fact  that  a  few  individuals  set  at  defiance 
the  virus  of  certain  infective  diseases— yellow  fever,  malaria, 
and  typhoid  fever,  for  example— even  when  exposed  to  it  io 
the  most  intense  concentration. 

There  are  infective  diseases — influenza,  erysipelas,  rheu- 
matic fever,  and  others— attacks  of  which  afford  no  guarantee 
against  recurrence — nay,  in  which  one  attack  almost  seems 
to  predispose  to  another  by  the  debility  or  vicious  habit  it 
leaves  behind  it;  but  even  in  these  we  need  not  despair  of 
ultimately  reaching  protection,  for  their  microbes,  which 
cannot  apparently  within  the  body  be  reduced  from  the 
toxin  to  the  antitoxin  phase  of  existence,  may  yet  be 
j  capable  of  such  conversion  under  the  wider  range  of  altered 
conditions  to  which  it  is  easy  to  subject  them  under  extra- 
corporeal treatment. 

We  are  entering  upon  an  era  of  sero-therapy  and  organo- 
therapy. 

Marvellous  Advances  are  in  Store 

for  us.  So  rosy  is  the  prospect  that  it  increases  one's  con- 
stitutional disinclination  to  die.  We  should  all  much  like 
to  live  and  see  the  wonders  that  are  to  be  revealed  here- 
after when  the  new  remedies  are  perfected.  Of  course  the 
new  remedies  cannot  altogether  supersede  the  old  ones.  They 
must  supplement  them  and  crown  the  edifice  of  medical 
science.  When  they  have  come  in  their  fulness  and  strength, 
sanitary  precautions  will  still  be  called  for  to  prevent  the 
multiplication  and  spread  of  pathogenic  microbes,  to  ensure 
the  purity  of  light,  air  and  water,  to  prevent  the  contamina- 
tion and  adulteration  of  our  food  and  drink  and  physic. 
Hygienic  measures  will  be  none  the  less  needful  to  maintain 
a  high  standard  of  health,  which  means  effectual  resistance 
to  many  microbic  assailants.  Eliminants  will  be  as  useful 
as  ever  in  aiding  the  expulsion  of  poisonous  products,  and 
sedatives,  antipyretics,  stimulants,  hypnotics,  narcotics, 
tonics,  alteratives,  and  specifics  will  still  retain  their  value 
in  the  alleviation  of  symptoms,  and  the  correction  of  in- 
numerable morbid  aberrations.  But,  beside  and  beyond  these, 
the  new  remedies  will  take  their  place,  and,  unless  we  are 
strangely  deceived,  bring  about  an  enormous  diminution  of 
preventable  disease.  That  outlook  I  am  sure  causes  you  no 
dismay,  frr,  like  my  own  profession,  of  which  you  are  an 
offshoot,  you  must  not  only  regard  with  equanimity, 
but  hail  with  delight  any  falling  -  off  in  your  own 
earnings  that  corresponds  with  a  prolongation  of  human 
life,  or  an  abatement  of  human  suffering.  Vaccina- 
tion must  have  done  immense  damage  to  your  trade. 
In  pre- Jennerian  days  every  case  of  small-pox  —  and 
they  were  plentiful  enough — was  good  for  six  draughts 
and  two  boluses  daily  for  a  month,  with  a  portentous 
number  of  ointments,  lotions,  and  clysters  as  well,  and 
nowadays  even  a  modified  case  of  small-pox  makes  a  sub- 
stantial contribution  to  the  druggist's  till ;  but  not  the  less 
earnestly  on  that  account  do  you  advocate  vaccination,  and 
pity  the  conscientious  objector  and  his  progeny  who  must 
become  your  proper  prey.  And  so  with  other  infective 
diseases':  you  will  welcome  the  antitoxins  that  disarm  them, 
even  although  they  should  reduce  your  output  and  profits. 

How  far  immunisation  may  go  it  is  as  yet  impossible  to 
foretell,  but,  giving  rein  to  our  imagination,  we  can  conceive 
of  a  time  when,  sure  and  permanent  protective  antitoxins 
against  all  the  more  prevalent  infectious  diseases  having 
been  discovered,  a  course  of  immunisation  will  be  made 
obligatory  upon  every  child,  as  elementary  education  now  is. 
Out  of  that  course  of  immunisation  the  child  will  emerge, 
not,  as  after  a  course  of  education,  docile,  but  refractory  iD 
the  highest  degree,  proof  for  life  against  small-pox,  tuber- 
culosis, scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  whooping-cough,  measles, 
and  all  the  zymotics  that  do  so  easily  beset  us.  In  these 
apocalyptic  days,  too,  a  man  going  to  the  tropics  will  call 
on  his  doctor  and  take  out  a  patent  of  protection  against  the 
dangerous  diseases  endemic  in  the  region  be  is  about  to 
visit,  and  thus  the  West  Coast  of  Africa  will  be  stripped  of 
its  terrors,  and  yellow  fever  will  cease  to  be  a  bugbear  in 
Brazil. 

But  however  triumphant  immunisation  may  become,  and 
however  widely  successful  the  antitoxic  treatment  of  disease 
may  prove,  your  occupation  will  not  be  gone.  It  will  be 
merely  enlarged,  for  new  duties  and  ie  ponsibilities  will 
devolve  on  you  as  purveyors  of  new  remedies,  very  difficult 
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of  preparation,  and  requiring  much  technical  skill  and 
vigilance  in  their  storage  and  distribution,  and  hence  it  is 
that  I  foresee  the  necessity  of  you  having  some  bacterio- 
logical training.  The  preparation  of  vaccines  and  serums — a 
delicate  process,  involving  biological  experience  and  insight, 
and  a  tedious  one,  for  it  takes  several  weeks  to  produce  the 
anti-diphtheritic  serum  and  six  months  to  elaborate  the  anti- 
pneumococcus  serum — must  always  remain  in  the  hands  of 
medical  bacteriologists,  but  as  regards  antitoxins,  I  have 
little  doubt  that  they  will  finally  fall  within  your  sphere  of 
operations.  Professor  Eraser  holds  that  antitoxins  originate 
not  from  vital  reactions,  but  from  chemical  changes  in  the 
toxins  themselves,  and  prophesies  that  the  time  will  come 
when  they  will  be  prepared,  not  by  inoculation  of  animals, 
but  by  chemical  processes  in  the  laboratory,  and  seeing  that 
we  can  already  in  the  case  of  some  drugs  so  modify  their 
action  by  the  introduction  of  a  new  molecule,  that  they  not 
only  lose  their  original  properties  but  become  pharmaco- 
logically active  in  the  reverse  direction,  there  would  seem  to 
be  good  ground  for  his  belief  and  prediction.  When  that 
time  does  come,  those  antitoxins  will  assuredly  take  their 
place  beside  the  other  potent  and  beneficent  poisons  of 
which  you  are  the  recognised  custodians. 

When  I  stood  on  the  brink  of  this  address,  I  proposed  to 
myself,  after  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  to  plunge  into  a 
subject  of  some  depth  but  of  great  allurement,  and  of  special 
interest  to  you  in  relation  to  your  present  studies.  I  proposed 
to  speak  to  you  of  a  great  philosopher  who  was  also  a 
practical  pharmacist,  and  to  show  you  how  Bishop 
Berkeley's 

Treatise  on  Tae-water, 

published  in  1744,  has  a  bearing  on  the  medicine  and 
surgery  as  well  as  on  the  speculative  thought  of  to-day. 
But  my  preliminary  remarks  have  run  away  with  me.  What 
have,  I  fear,  proved  the  ill-favoured  and  lean-fleshed  kine  of 
my  introduction  have  eaten  up  what  I  flatter  myself  must 
have  proved  the  well-favoured  and  fat-fleshed  kine  of  my 
main  discourse,  and  I  find  myself  beyond  bounds  both  as 
regards  time  and  your  patience,  without  having  as  much  as 
mentioned  Berkeley's  name.  I  must  postpone,  therefore,  to 
some  future  opportunity  what  I  have  to  say  about  Siris,  its 
rational  empiricism,  its  optimism,  its  curious  antiseptic 
anticipations,  its  learning,  its  lucidity,  and  its  marvellous 
chain  of  philosophical  inquiries  and  reflections,  leading  up 
from  a  humble  nostrum  to  the  throne  of  the  Divine  Ruler  of 
the  Universe.  Meanwhile,  I  may  recommend  it  to  the  private 
reading  of  such  of  you  as  are  not  afraid  of  metaphysics, 
sure  that  you  will  find  food  for  thought  even  its  therapeutical 
extravagance,  and  that  it  will  help  you  in  some  measure  to 
escape  from  that  dreary  materialism  to  which  your  avocation 
perhaps  somewhat  disposes  you.  Its  pure  and  lofty  idealism, 
which  you  may  trace  flowing  on  in  a  continuous  bub 
differently  reflective  stream  in  the  writings  of  Carlyle  and 
Emerson,  may  help  you,  as  it  has  helped  many  a  man,  to  lay 
hold  of  a  sustaining  faith.  Berkeley  said,  "  He  who  hath 
not  much  meditated  upon  God,  the  human  soul,  and  the 
sumunum  bonum,  may  possibly  make  a  thriving  earth-worm, 
but  must  indubitably  make  a  sorry  patriot  and  a  sorry 
statesman."  It  is  not,  perhaps,  within  your  visions  of  your 
lot  to  be  statesmen,  but  one  and  all  of  you  should  aspire  to 
be  good  patriots  and  something  more  than  thriving  earth- 
worms; and  in  all  your  laudable  ambitions  tar- water  will 
prove  a  safe  stimulant  and  roborant. 

Let  me  thank  you  for  the  indulgent  audience  you  have 
given  me,  and  wish  you  all  with  all  my  heart  a  prosperous 
and  pleasant  journey  on  the  road  that  is  opening  out  before 
you. 


Thanks. 

After  the  applause  which  signalised  the  conclusion  of  the 
address  had  subsided,  the  President  said  if  the  applause 
was  any  indication  of  their  opinion  of  Sir  James  Crichton 
Browne's  address  few  words  were  required  from  him  in 
asking  them  to  pass  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir 
James.  He  had  shown  considerable  sympathy  with  their 
needs,  their  trials,  and  their  opportunities,  and  had  also 
.shown  a  knowledge  of  the  present  condition  of  pharmacy. 
He  (the  President)  would  like  to  say  to  him  that  the  opinion 
af  many  of  them  was  that  they  should  not  be  regarded 
'merely  as  sellers  of  poisons,  for,  as  he  said,  nearly  every- 


hing  on  their  shelves  was  a  poison,  but  that  they  as- 
pharmacists  should  be  protected.  As  to  the  Minor  examina- 
tion, many  of  them  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be 
wise  to  divide  it,  and  they  had  done  so  in  a  measure  by 
separating  the  practical  from  the  oral.  He  himself  did  feel 
that  the  oral  examination  required  great  effort  and  exertion 
on  the  part  of  the  candidate,  and  he  should  like  to  see  one 
examination  in  science  subjects,  for  which  no  qualification 
should  be  given,  followed  by  a  qualifying  examination.  He 
was  glad  to  think  that  Sir  James  thought  that  in  the  future 
there  would  be  a  little  something  left  to  chemists— 
(laughter)— and  asked  Mr.  Bottle,  the  father  of  the  Council, 
to  second  the  vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  Bottle  said  he  was  almost  sinking  with  heart- 
failure  at  the  idea  of  seconding  this  vote,  but  he  did  so 
with  pleasure  and  put  it  to  the  meeting,  who  heartily 
responded. 

Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne,  in  reply,  thanked  the  meeting 
for  its  close  attention.  He  had  not  expected  to  see  such  a 
large  meeting,  for  the  counter-attractions  of  Virchow  at 
St.  Martin's  Hall  and  Rougemont  at  St.  James's  Hall— 
(laughter)— had  made  him  think  there  would  not  be  so 
many  there. 

The  guests  then  adjourned  to  the  examination-hall  for 
tea. 


Council  =  meeting-. 

Wednesday's  meeting  was  well  attended,  tweDty  councillors 
(including  the  President)  being  present.  The  death  of 
Brigade-Surgeon  Aitchison,  an  honorary  member,  was 
announced  by  the  President  and  a  tribute  paid  to  his 
scientific  achievements  in  the  cause  of  materia  medica, 
Mr.  J.  I.  Scott,  who  was  appointed  a  Bell  Scholar, 
resigned  the  Scholarship,  he  having  obtained  an  open 
scholarship  of  Merton  College.  Mr.  P.  B.  Gray  was  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  list  of  grants  from  the  Benevolent 
Fund  was  longer  than  usual,  it  being  two  months  since  the 
Council  met.  Mr.  Ward,  Sheffield,  wrote  resigning  the  local 
secretaryship.  The  President  and  Mr.  Carteighe  spoke 
strongly  of  Mr.  Ward's  loyalty  to  the  Society,  and  expressed 
regret  at  the  resignation.  When  speaking  of  local  secre- 
taries, the  President  said  he  hoped  the  nominations  would 
be  more  than  usual  this  year.  Then  Dr.  Symes  reported 
that  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  had  been  an 
immense  success,  and  asked  the  Council  to  accept  a  framed 
copy  of  the  Conference-group.  Mr.  Atkins  was  enthusiastic 
about  the  scenery,  and  so  were  other  speakers  of  the  Irish 
welcome.  Finally  the  by-laws  were  taken  as  read,  and  de- 
clared read  a  third  time. 


At  11.20  A  M.  the  following  members  were  present : — 
The  President  (Mr.  Walter  Hills),  Messrs.  Allen,  Atkins, 
Bateson,  Bottle,  Carteighe,  Corder,  Cross,  Grose,  Harrison, 
Johnston,  Martindale,  Newsholme  (Vice-President),  Park, 
Savory,  Southall,  Storrar,  Symes,  Warren,  and  Young.  Mr. 
Bottle  and  Mr.  Newsholme  occupied  the  vice-chair  alter- 
nately during  the  meeting. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  Council-meeting  and  of 
the  special  meeting  of  September  28  were  read  and  confirmed, 
the  President  said  he  had  several 

Letters 

arising  out  of  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  minutes. 
Lord  Hardwicke  had  written  to  acknowledge  the  vote  of 
thanks  the  Council  sent  him,  which  he  sincerely  appreciated. 
Mr  W.  F.  D.  Smith  and  Colonel  Brookfield  had  also  written 
in  a  similar  strain.  Mr.  Edgar  Chapman  thanked  the  Council 
for  conferring  on  him  the  Burroughs  Scholarship.  Mr.  Harold 
Wilson  wrote  formally  resigning  his  position  of  demonstrator 
in  the  Society's  school.  Mr.  Upsher  Smith,  who  has  been 
appointed  to  take  Mr.  Wilson's  place,  wrote  accepting  the 
post,  and  thanking  the  Council  for  conferring  the  Pereira 
medal  on  him.  Mr.  Payne,  a  late  Bell  Scholar,  thanked  the 
Council  for  enabling  him  to  continue  his  studies  in  the 
advanced  course  at  the  Society's  school. 
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Bell  Scholars. 

The  President,  continuing,  said  they  would  recollect 
that  at  the  meeting  on  Monday  he  mentioned  that  Mr.  J.  I. 
Scott,  one  of  the  recently-appointed  Bell  Scholars,  had 
gained  an  open  scholarship  at  Merton  College,  Oxford.  This 
being  so,  Mr.  Scott  had  written  resigning  the  Bell  Scholarship, 
which  was  therefore  vacant.  As  the  work  of  the  school  had 
just  begun  for  the  session  he  hoped  they  would  lose  no  time 
in  electing  another  Bell  Scholar.  He  (the  President) 
therefore  proposed  that  the  next  best  man  on  the  list  of 
candidates,  Mr.  P.  B.  Gray,  be  elected.  Mr.  Gray  was  willing 
and  able  to  come  at  once,  if  elected.  The  resolution  was 
put  and  carried. 

The  President  then  said  that  since  the  last  Council, 
meeting  they  had 

Lost  by  Death 

one  of  their  distinguished  honorary  members — Brigade- 
Surgeon  J.  E.  T.  Aitchison,  of  the  Bengal  Army  (retired). 
He  was  elected  an  honorary  member  in  1891,  and  although 
he  was  not  a  young  man  they  had  hoped  he  would  have 
been  able  to  add  to  his  already  useful  work.  Dr.  Aitchison 
was  a  distinguished  traveller  and  botanist,  representing  one 
of  the  class  who  travel  with  their  eyes  open,  and  being  a 
scientific  man  had  been  able  to  make  considerable  additions 
to  their  knowledge  of  materia  medica. 

Restorations. 

Two  gentlemen,  having  made  the  required  declaration  and 
paid  the  fine  of  a  guinea,  had  their  names  restored  to  the 
register.    The  report  of  the 

Finance  Committee 
was  then  read.    The  balances  were  as  follows : — 

£  s.  a. 

General  Fund  account                              899  11  4 

Benevolent  Fund  account          ...       ...    717    7  6 

Donation  account  ...       ...       ...       ...    418    7  5 

Orphan  Fund  account   170  16  0 

The  sum  of  3,766Z.  16s.  Hd.  was  submitted  for  payment, 
the  payments  during  August  and  September  including 
1.600Z.  on  behalf  of  the  Journal  and  538Z.  for  law  expenses. 

Mr.  Martindale,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  there  was  nothing  unusual  to  refer  to.  The  accounts 
were  for  two  months'  work  of  the  Society.  The  report  was 
adopted. 

The  Treasurer  was  required  to  pay  each  of  the  Bell 
Scholars  15Z. — a  moiety  of  their  dues — which  is  usually 
ordered  to  be  paid  at  this  meeting.    The  report  of  the 

Benevolent  Fund  Committee 

was  then  read  and  adopted.  It  recommended  that  grants 
amounting  to  1021.  be  made  to  nine  persons.  Four  applica- 
tions for  assistance  were  not  entertained.  The  number  of 
annuitants  on  the  Fund  was  reported  as  43,  and  the  com- 
mittee recommended  that  four  more  annuitants  be  elected 
on  December  13.    A  list  of  six  candidates  was  selected. 

The  Vice-President  said  the  list  of  persons  relieved  was 
large,  but  it  was  for  two  months.  Every  case  had  been  very 
carefully  considered,  the  committee-meeting  being  the 
longest  he  ever  remembered.  The  amount  granted  was  large, 
which  showed  how  important  it  was  that  subscriptions 
be  kept  up.  In  regard  to  the  election  of  annuitants, 
he  was  sorry  Mr.  Hampson  was  absent,  as  they  all  knew  that 
he  held  very  decided  opinions  as  to  the  undesirability  of 
advertising  to  the  wide  world  the  poverty  of  those  who  were 
down.  Most  of  them  held  the  same  opinion,  but  knew  it 
va;  a  question  of  policy  ;  their  subscribers  liked  to  have  a  say 
in  the  spending  of  the  money  they  collected.  The  committee 
had  carefully  considered  the  financial  position,  and  as  the 
fund  was  in  the  same  position  as  last  year  they  felt  justified 
in  recommending  that  four  more  annuitants  be  elected  to 
fill  up  the  vacancies  caused  by  deaths  and  resignation. 
While  on  the  subject  of  benevolence,  Mr.  Newsholme  said 
he  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  those  who  had  votes 
for  the  London  Orphan  Asylum,  Watford,  to  the  case  of 
Robert  Kirby.  The  boy  was  the  son  of  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  who  died  suddenly  in  1896,  leaving  a  widow  and  a 
family  of  four  unprovided  for.  A  brother  of  the  boy  was 
already  in  the  asylum,  and  was  very  happy. 


The  President  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Ward  (Sheffield)  resigning  his  office  of 

Local  Secretary, 

which  he  had  held  for  twenty-one  years.  They,  the  Presi- 
dent continued,  received  the  letter  with  regret,  as  Mr.  Ward 
had  been  a  very  loyal  and  energetic  local  secretary ;  but 
they  could  not  expect  all  their  friends  to  go  on  working  for 
ever.  He  (the  President)  proposed  to  write  and  thank  him 
for  the  good  work  he  had  done  for  them  for  such  a  consider- 
able number  of  years. 

Mr.  Carteighe  concurred  in  what  bad  been  said  bv  the 
President.  He  had  a  lively  recollection  of  Mr.  Ward's 
services  and  courteous  hospitality  many  years  ago,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Conference-meeting  at  Sheffield,  when,  as 
local  secretary,  Mr.  Ward  did  official  and  other  work  with 
great  charm  and  kindness. 

The  Vice-President  was  glad  to  hear  what  had  been 
said.  He  had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Ward  for  twenty-one 
years,  and  could  speak  of  his  loyalty.  The  work  of  a  local 
secretary  was  not  always  pleasant;  but  in  this  case  the  diffi- 
culties were  admirably  overcome. 

The  President  said,  while  on  the  subject  of  local  secre- 
taries, he  would  like  to  say  that  the  nomination- cards  had 
all  been  sent  out,  and  he  hoped  that  this  year  they  might 
have  a  longer  list  of  nominations  than  in  past  years. 

The  Scottish  Educational  Department  had  sent  a  copy  of 
their  report  on  higher  schools  for  1898,  which  the  President 
said  interested  the  Council,  seeing  that  they  had  still  a  Pre- 
liminary examination. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of 
Local  Associations,  submitted  a  resolution  which  the 
Federation,  meeting  at  Belfast,  passed,  congratulating  the 
Society  on  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  urging 
them  to  consider  the  question  of  company-trading  in 
pharmacy. 

The  Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association  also  sent 
its  congratulations  on  the  success  which  had  crowned  the 
recent  legislative  efforts  of  the  Society. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

Dr.  Symes  said  as  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  Society 
appointed  to  attend  the  Conference  held  in  Belfast  he 
begged  to  report  the  result.  The  meeting  had  been  a 
thorough  success.  The  pharmaceutical  press  had  helped 
them  considerably  by  bringing  the  matter  before  its  readers, 
and  there  were  various  other  factors  which  went  to  make 
the  meeting  the  great  success  it  had  proved — the  many  good 
and  excellent  papers,  the  untiring  energy  of  the  Hon. 
Secretaries — while  the  organisation  of  the  local  committees 
was  beyond  praise.  They  had  a  hearty  reception  from  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Belfast,  and  an  excellent  place  for  meeting, 
while  the  local  members  of  both  the  pharmaceutical  and 
medical  professions  seemed  permeated  with  the  idea  that  they 
were  to  give  the  heartiest  possible  welcome.  The  public 
press,  the  officials  and  unofEcials  of  the  city  of  Belfast, 
entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  thing.  They  had  also 
exceedingly  fine  weather,  while  the  social  functions 
were  most  pleasurable.  As  to  the  scenery,  only  the 
eloquence  of  Mr.  Atkins  could  describe  it ;  the  memories 
of  it  would  remain  with  them  as  long  as  they  lived. 
The  large  contingent  (sixty-two)  from  Scotland  gave  him 
the  greatest  possible  pleasure.  It  showed  that  the  Glasgow 
meeting  had  borne  great  fruit.  Ireland  he  hoped  would  be 
in  like  manner  represented  at  Plymouth  next  year.  He  (the 
speaker)  had 

Only  One  Regret, 
and  that  was  the  absence  of  many  familiar  forms  and  faces. 
The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  were  both  absent.  It  was  true  some  mischievous 
fellow  had  said  the  two  Presidents  were  afraid  to  meet  each 
other — (laughter) — but  he  could  assure  them  he  wa- 
promptly  sat  upon.  (Laughter  )  The  usual  photographic 
group  had  turned  out  very  successful,  although  there  were 
absentees,  not  in  the  group  on  account  of  their  having  to  per- 
form official  functions  elsewhere  at  the  time.  He  (the 
speaker)  had  had  a  copy  of  the  Queen's  College  group 
framed,  and  begged  the  President  to  accept  it,  to  form  a 
companion  to  the  Scotland  group  of  last  year.    The  two 
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meetings  were  both  record  ones,  and  he  hoped  Plymouth 
would  next  year  again  break  the  record.  They  all,  he  knew, 
recognised  that  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  was 
an  important  body  in  advancing  the  higher  and  scientific 
side  of  their  calling  ;  advance  could  only  be  looked  for  on 
that  side.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Atkins  rose,  amidst  cries  of  "  Scenery,"  and  said  he 
should  like  to  add  that  the  excellent  President  of  the  Con- 
ference contributed  not  a  little  to  its  success.  He  (the 
speaker)  thought  they  did  well  to  go  to  Ireland,  and  if  they 
went  oftener  it  would  do  a  great  deal  to  deepen  the  kind 
feeling  of  the  two  peoples.  He  himself  extended  the  time 
spent  to  five  weeks,  but  even  this  did  cot  justify  him  making 
any  remark  of  a  philosophical  character — (laughter) — but  it 
had  supplied  him  with  much  material  for  careful  reflection. 
One  thing  he  noticed,  and  that  was  the  distinct  advantages 
which  the  dispensing-chemists — in  the  large  cities  at  least 
— possessed  over  theirs  at  home,  in  having  the  dispensing 
almost  entirely  in  their  own  hands.  He  had  examined  the 
working  of  some  of  the  historic  pharmacies  of  Dublin, 
Belfast,  and  Cork,  and  found  great  instruction  from  what 
he  saw.  He  could  have  stayed  much  longer  had  he  so  wished, as 
the  extent  of  hospitality  was  only  limited  by  his  faculty  of 
acceptance,  and  that  hospitality  was  warm  and  enthusiastic 
and  distinctly  genuine.    He  had  left  Ireland  with 

„ A  Warm  Corner 

in  his  heart  for  the  Irish  people  ;  their  sincerity  and  good- 
humour  were  unbounded.  As  to  the  scenery,  he  would  not 
attempt  any  description — the  beauty  of  Killarney,  the 
solitary  grandeur  of  Donegal,  were  such  that  he  could  assure 
them  he  had  never  seen  any  so  good  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  The  charm  of  the  meeting  was,  perhaps,  the  mag- 
nificent Antrim  coast  and  Glenariff,  and  he  hoped  the 
Scotsmen  present  would  excuse  him  if  he  said  they  were  not 
surpassed  even  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Martindale  supported  the  last  speaker  as  regards 
the  reception  the  Irish  people  gave  the  Conference.  The 
discussion  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  was  well  held ;  that  book 
met  with  a  good  deal  of  criticism,  but  on  the  whole  it  was 
held  to  be  a  good  work. 

Mr.  Warren  rose  and  said  he  enjoyed  himself  as  well  as 
anybody  at  the  Conference.  The  charm  of  the  Irish  people 
made  him  feel  an  affectionate  remembrance  for  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Johnston  said,  as  the  only  Scotsman  present,  he  felt 
bound  to  defend  Scotland  from  what  Mr.  Atkins  had  said. 
(Laughter.)  When  he  arrived  in  Ireland  it  was  raining,  and 
when  he  left  it  was  raining — (laughter)— although  the 
interval  was  certainly  fine.  (Laughter.)  The  scenery  of  the 
Antrim  coast  and  Glenariff,  he  must  also  admit,  was  beauti- 
ful, although  he  thought  the  walk  of  three  miles  up  hill  and 
down  dale  a  bit  tiring.  The  garden-party  which  the  Mayor 
gave  was  the  best  he  had  ever  seen. 

The  President  said,  after  what  had  been  said,  he,  re- 
gretted he  was  unable  to  be  present.  He  had  a  lively 
recollection  of  the  Dublin  meeting.  [In  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  two  presidents  were  afraid  to  meet — ■ 
(laughter) — he  could  say  they  had  already  met.  and  re- 
gretted they  did  not  manage  another  meeting.  He  envied 
those  who  went  for  the  scenery  they  had  enjoyed,  and  hoped 
Mr.  Atkins  would  soon  recover  from  the  accident  to  his  arm 
due  to  the  fall  he  had  when  in  Cork. 

It  was  arranged  that  the  January  and  April  Council- 
meetings  should  be  held  on  January  11  and  April  12,  in- 
stead of  the  usual  first  Wednesday  of  the  month. 

The  proposed 

New  By-laws 

were  submitted  for  the  third  reading,  which  took  place  after 
a  resolution  was  put  and  carried  that  they  be  taken 
as  read. 

The  President  said  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  any 
remarks  on  the  by-laws,  which  did  not  involve  any  new 
principles  other  than  those  necessary  by  the  recent  Act  of 
parliament.  He  might  say  more  about  them  at  the  general 
meeting  to  be  held  later  in  the  day. 


Special  General  Meeting. 

'At  3  o'clock  on  Wednesday  a  special  general  meeting  of 
the  Society  was  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  to  confirm 


the  by-laws  finally  approved  by  the  Council  that  day.  The 
members  of  Council  were  present,  and  ten  other  members 
of  the  Society,  so  that  the  result  was  a  foregone  conclusion 
and  the  meeting  a  formality.  The  President  so  said,  after 
the  Secretary  had  read  the  notice  convening  the  meeting, 
and  briefly  summarised  the  changes  which  are  made  by  the 
amended  by-laws.  His  brevities,  still  briefer,  are  as 
follows : — 

First. — The  preliminary  terms  are  better  expressed. 

Second. — Provision  is  made  to  transfer  the  whole  of  the 
present  associates,  associates  in  business,  and  students  to 
the  new  grades  without  formal  application  by  them. 

Third. — The  fee  for  restoration  to  membership  is 
abolished. 

Fourth. — The  retirement  of  the  Council,  as  provided  for 
by  the  new  Act,  is  arranged  for — viz.,  seven  yearly. 

Sixth. — The  time  for  receiving  voting-papers  by  post  is 
extended  to  equal  that  in  which  they  may  be  personally 
lodged. 

Seventh. — Persons  nominated  for  membership  of  the 
Council  are  given  longer  time  to  make  up  their  minds. 

Eighth. — The  restriction  upon  the  number  of  chemists  and 
druggists  on  the  Council  disappears. 

Ninth. — Provision  is  made  for  the  appointment  of 
examiners  in  November,  so  that  there  may  be  no  risk  of 
their  not  being  approved  before  the  January  examinations 
begin,  in  December. 

The  President  went  on  to  say  that  the  new  by-laws  were 
necessary  in  order  to  form  a  working  plan  according  to  the 
new  Act,  and  he  had  every  reason  to  hope  and  believe  that 
they  would  be  approved. 

Mr.  Carteighe  mentioned  that  the  Council  had  read  the 
by-laws  for  the  third  time  that  day. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  the  Vice- 
President,  the  by-laws  were  taken  as  read,  and  a  motion 
for  their  approval  was  submitted,  whereupon 

Mr.  MacEwan  asked  the  President  when  the  new  Council 
would  be  created.  Would  the  present  Council  cease  to  exist 
when  the  Privy  Council  approved  of  the  by-laws,  or  would 
it  continue  in  office  until  May '?  He  merely  asked  out  of 
curiosily,  for  he  could  not  see  any  special  provision  for  the 
election  of  the  new  class  of  members  in  the  first  instance. 

The  President  said  that  fourteen  members  would  retire 
in  May  next,  and  the  chemist  and  druggist  members  would 
then  have  a  chance. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  the  point  was  really  not  touched  by 
the  by-laws.  The  new  Act  did  not  affect  the  constitution  of 
the  Council,  only  the  mode  of  election. 

The  Solicitor  (Mr.  Flux)  also  explained  on  the  lines 
taken  by  the  President. 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  Mr.  Carteighe's  statement  was  what 
he  wanted,  for  his  feeling  was  that  they  were  delaying  the 
full  enfranchisement  which  chemists  and  druggists  had 
obtained.  Parliament  had  virtually  said  to  chemists  and 
druggists,  "  You  may  now  have  twenty-one  members  on  the 
Council  if  you  like " ;  but  that  would  orjly  he  possible, 
according  to  the  by-laws,  two  years  hence. 

Mr.  Carteighe  :  Quite  right.  I  see  the  point ;  but  the  Act 
only  alters  the  mode  of  election. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Carteighe  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President, 
congratulating  him  on  this  the  completion  of  his  unwearied 
efforts  in  getting  the  reform  carried  out.  Mr.  Bottle 
seconded,  themeeting[acclaimed,  and  the  President  replied. 

The  whole  business'took  a  trifle  less  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour. 


"The  copy  of  'Pharmaceutical  Formulas'  far  surpasses 
my  expectations,  and  all  my  fellow-pharmacists  to  whom  I 
have  shown  it  have  put  in  orders  for  a  copy.'' — Mr.  A.  V. 
Parkes  (Perth,  W.A.). 

The  imports  of  chemicals,  medicines,  and  perfumery  to 
Naples  during  1897  were  valued  at  143,162?.,  against  132.396?. 
in  1896.  The  exports  of  similar  goods  were  147,747?.  in 
1897,  and  150,388?.  in  1896. 

Notwithstanding  the  Russian  Government  monopoly, 
and  the  bad  potato-harvest,  the  quantity  of  alcohol  exported 
from  the  port  of  Libau  in  1897  was  nearly  double  that  of 
1896— viz.,  3.009.993  gals.  agaiDst  1,784,941  gals. 
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EMBROCATION 

in  bottles  to  retail  at 

3d.,    X/-,     and  22/6. 

"SANITAS" 

AND  OTHER 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
FRB8BRYED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &e.  &o. 

TH1  8ANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON- 

and  636-642  W.  65  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

SPRATT'S 

PATENT 

Dog  Cakes 

SUPPLIED  TO 

NANSEN 
EXPEDITION. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOR 


Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  a  supply  of  "  FREDDY'S 
DIARIES";  they  will  please  your  Customers. 


34  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.G. 


<*.  S.  MUMFOBD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 

Mo.  1  FlneBt  Pore 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/ oft. 

Finest  Pare 
STARCH  POWDER 

19 

No.  2  Pore 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

14/cwl 

No.  1  Finest  Llfiht  Pare 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/ 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

15/ oft 

No.  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21/ctt 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/cft 

"  WHITE    EARTH  " 
Specially  prepared  for 
Toilet  purposes. 

18/c*t 

No.  9  Pure 
•FULLER'S  EARTH 

12  /  owt, 

Finest  Pure 
STOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

/3 

Tn  lb.,  In 
/  ij  tine. 

Pure 
LIQUORICE 

/lO* 

Best  Pure 
1  ARROWROOT 

*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  ot  London  (or 
allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  113  lbs.  and 
onwards  of  abors  articles.  Smaller  parcels  dell  Tared  tree  on  rail  London 
at  aboTe  prices. 

PEPSALIA 

Bears  a  good  profit,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Proprietors, CEREBOS  LTD.,  3  Maiden  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


WE    HAVE    NO  TERRORS 

FOR   THOSE    WHO  USE 

FLETCHERS' 
CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS. 


JEbitorial  Comments- 


Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  on 
Pharmaceutical  Topics. 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  made  a  brilliant 
catch  when  they  induced  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  to 
inaugurate  this  year's  educational  session.  The  famous 
alienist  is  certainly  among  the  half-dozen  most  eloquent  of 
our  medical  scientists,  and  the  address  he  gave  on  Mondaj 
was  a  notable  display  of  his  power.  The  matter,  the 
manner,  and  the  method  were  all  original.  The  beautifully- 
balanced  sentences,  the  epigrammatic  phrases,  the  keen 
logic,  and  the  fantastic  play  of  imagination  all  tend  to  make 
it  an  ideal  lecture  to  intelligent  pharmacists.  But  it  must 
ba  added  that  its  readers  are  more  lucky  than  its  hearers. 
Not  only  can  they  better  follow  its  serpentine  courses  and 
appreciate  its  pointed  rhetoric,  but  they  can  take  it  in 
instalments,  which  was  a  privilege  not  given  to  the 
audience. 

The  pious  pretence  of  directing  these  "  inaugural  ad- 
dresses "  at  the  new  students  who  are  supposed  to  be  now 
entering  on  their  life's  career  has  been  growing  thinner  year 
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by  year,  and  is  now  pretty  generally  abandoned.  The  old- 
fashioned  homily,  concluding  with  the  inevitable  quotation 
from  Longfellow  or  Shakespeare,  is  about  worn  out.  It  is  next 
to  impossible  to  arraDge  the  familiar  platitudes  in  anew  way. 
Even  the  freshest  of  freshmen  have  heard  or  read  them  all 
before.  To  the  biases  attendants  at  these  functions  the  per- 
formance had  become  almost  nauseating.  The  change  to 
"  stewed  calendar,"  which  was  the  general  variation,  was  at 
least  no  improvement.  Heartily,  therefore,  we  thank  such 
men  as  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  and  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne, 
who  give  us  on  these  occasions  orations  on  topics  on  which 
their  specialised  wisdom  has  made  them  authorities,  and 
which  certainly  provide  us  with  something  good  to  think 
about. 

The  range  of  subjects  covered,  or  at  least  touched  upon, 
in  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne's  lecture,  or,  as  we  might 
almost  say,  course  of  lectures,  may  be  seen  by  glancing  at 
the  sub-headings  which  we  have  selected  to  divide  his  dis- 
course, and  we  have  been  chary  in  regard  to  these.  They 
number,  we  think,  twenty-six,  and  these  are  exclusive  of  the 
•exordium  and  peroration.  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne 
fulfils  his  undertakings  in  no  niggardly  fashion. 

We  should  find  it  a  pleasant  duty  to  comment  on  all  of 
those  twenty-six  chapters ;  there  is  food  for  discussion  in 
each  of  them.  But  this  is  out  of  the  question.  We  must 
content  ourselves  with  merely  indicating  a  few  of  the  ideas 
there  offered  to  us.  Some  of  these  are  of  rare  value.  We 
pick  out  first  of  all  Sir  Crichton  Browne's  comments  on  the 
Privy  Council's  Poisonous  Substances  Bill.  No  better  or 
more  intelligent  criticism  of  that  Bill  has  appeared  any- 
where. And  if  any  similar  Bill  should  be  brought  forward 
next  year,  we  shall  have  in  this  powerful  "opinion"  a 
support  and  a  defence  which  will  worry  thj  defenders  of  the 
Privy  Council  a  good  deal. 

In  another  section  of  his  address  Sir  Crichton  Browne 
suggests,  rather  than  explicitly  offers,  advice  on  a  subject 
on  which  he  is  peculiarly  qualified  to  spsak.  He  points  to 
the  possibility  of  the  Minor  examination  being  brought  to 
such  a  state  of  perfection  as  to  "impair  its  utility."  Of 
course  he  is  confident  that  "  the  wisdom  and  caution  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  may  be  relied 
upon  to  prevent  any  risk  in  pharmacy  of  the  "stupidity 
manufactured  by  examination  "  which  he  has  observed  in 
other  professions.  It  is  pleasant  to  have  tbat  confidence  ; 
but  it  is  just  as  well,  all  the  same,  to  encourage  it.  Some  of 
us  think  that  the  wisdom  and  caution  of  the  Council  might 
have  been  drawn  upon  to  some  extent  before  this.  In  this 
connection  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne  adds  the  weight  of  his 
authority,  and  indicates  powerful  arguments  in  support  of 
■  the  policy  of  dividing  the  qualifying  examination  which 
Ihas  so  often  been  advocated  in  these  pages. 

In  yet  another  respect  the  lecturer  propounds  views  which 
Inot  so  very  long  ago  were,  in   pharmaceutical  circles, 
peculiarly  "  Cannon  Street "  ones.    We  cried  in  the  wilder- 
rDess  for  years  in  pointing  out  the  importance  to  the  trade 
jjf  our  "wretched  Poisons  Act,"  the  while  pharmacists  were 
5omplaining   of  it  as  imposing  on   them  unreasonable 
Durdens  and  yielding  no  compensations.    That  view  is  still 
leld  in  some  quarters,  but  it  is  now  generally,  and  somewhat 
□compatibly,  associated  with  an  urgent  demand  for  more 
igorous  administration  of  the  Act.    Our  leaders,  too,  have 
dopted  a  legend  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  some  ill- 
onditioned  fellows  in  the  trade,  who  made  themselves 
jbnoxious  thirty  years  ago,  we  should  have  had  in  operation 
he  Society's  own  ideal  Pharmacy  Act— a  statute  which 
Jould  have  been  far  above  the  sordid  realities  of  selling 
bisons,  and  which  would  have  really  elevated  and  enriched 
B  all.    In  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne's  sentence—"  It  is  not  so 


much  as  pharmacists  as  vendors  of  poisons  that  you  have 
secured  the  attention  of  Parliament" — he  shattered  that 
myth  and  the  cherished  conviction  of  some  of  his  front-bench 
audience  more  cruelly  than  he  was  conscious  of. 

We  reluctantly  deny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  following 
in  detail  the  fascinating  studies  of  poisoners,  past  and 
future,  which  served  as  the  central  topic  of  the  address. 
Historically,  it  was  a  masterly  treatment  of  a  most  interest- 
ing subject.  But  we  cannot  avoid  some  feeling  of  alarm  at 
the  very  detailed  advice  which  the  lecturer  offered  to  the 
poisoners  of  the  future.  It  may  be  hoped  that  the  benign 
influences  of  pharmacy  may  be  strong  enough  to  repress  the 
vicious  tendencies  of  any  "  bacteriological  Mephistopheles  " 
in  our  midst.  But  who  can  say  that  the  address  may  not 
be  read  by  some  of  those  "women  and  doctors  "  who,  as  Sir 
J.  Crichton  Browne  shows,  have  done  so  much  towards  making 
the  history  of  poisoning  ?  The  possibility  is  a  ghastly  one, 
but  perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  we  should  be  forewarned 
of  it. 

Nor  can  we  venture  to  follow  our  mentor  in  his  sanguine, 
not  to  say  credulous,  flights  of  fancy  into  the  realms  of 
bacteriology.  Koch  and  Klein  and  the  Clinical  Society,  in 
Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne's  view,  would  create  anew  world  for  us, 
from  which  suffering  would  be  well  nigh  banished  if  it  were 
not  for  the  conscientious  objector.  They  would  bowl  over 
zymotic  diseases  like  nine-pins,  and  the  children  of  the 
twentieth  century,  immunised  against  small-pox,  tuberculosis, 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
pestilences  which  we  now  so  foolishly  allow  to  remain  among 
us,  are  put  forward  to  excite  our  envy.  We  confess  that 
for  ourselves  we  would  rather  be  examined  into  stupidity 
than  inoculated  with  all  these  immunising  filths.  But  what 
a  marvellous  thing  this  medical  faith  is !  We  are  ever  on 
the  threshold  of  the  era  of  medical  triumph.  Since  the  world 
began  the  high- priests  of  medicine  have  been  promising  us 
this  millennium,  and  yet,  as  we  have  said  before,  the  remedies 
we  trust  in  to-day  above  all  those  which  science  has  so 
laboriously  invented  are  those  which  have  been  discovered 
for  us  by  quacks  and  savages. 

The  address,  which  occupies  eight  pages  of  our  space,  con- 
sisted, it  appears,  only  of  preliminary  remarks.  Sir  J.  Crichton 
Browne's  really  good  material,  he  intimates,  was  crowded 
out,  "  postponed  to  some  future  opportunity."  Everyone  who 
reads  the  lecture  we  print  will  join  with  us,  we  think,  in  hoping 
that  James  Crichton  Browne  on  Bishop  Berkeley  is  really 
only  postponed,  and  that  its  appearance  will  not  be  delayed 
for  long. 


Irish  Pharmacy. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  passed  off  more  quietly  than  some  of  its  chiefs 
anticipated.  The  feeling  against  company- pharmacy  had 
grown  very  acute,  and  the  present  President,  supported  by  a 
few  of  his  most  energetic  colleagues,  had  done  his  utmost 
to  stimulate  the  antagonism.  The  fight  was  embittered  by 
the  publication  of  one  of  those  unwise  election  circulars, 
attributing  base  motives  to  the  company-men  among  the 
candidates,  and  characterising  their  conduct  as  nefarious. 
Generally  such  issues  do  more  harm  to  the  party  they  are 
intended  to  serve  than  to  those  against  whom  they  are 
aimed.  In  this  case  the  anti-company  candidates  repudiated 
all  knowledge  of  or  sympathy  with  the  circular.  Their 
declaration  to  this  effect  was  the  leading  factor  in  producing 
the  unwonted  peacefulness  of  last  Monday's  meeting,  when, 
though  the  company-candidates  were  handsomely  defeated, 
they  accepted  the  result  in  the  best  of  temper,  and  compli- 
mented their  conquerors,  through  the  President,  on  the  firm- 
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ness  with  which  they  had  been  fought.  A  little  breeze 
from  Belfast  followed,  but  the  allegations  made  by  Mr. 
Gibson  could  hardly  be  taken  seriously,  though  he  pressed 
them  od  the  meeting  with  plenty  of  vigour.  That  the 
Society  is  being  governed  by  a  Dublin  clique,  so  far  as  it  is 
true  at  all,  is  entirely  the  fault  of  Belfast.  The  Dublin  men 
have  done  their  very  utmost  to  make  it  national  and  compre- 
hensive, but  the  Belfast  pharmacists  and  druggists,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  keep  aloof  from  it.  The  complaint  that  the 
druggist  element  is  not  fairly  represented  on  the  Council  is 
precisely  analogous.  The  Act  provides  that  the  associate- 
druggists  shall  be  entitled  to  seven  seats  on  the  Council,  and 
if  only  a  fourth  of  them  were  to  join  the  Society  they  could 
quite  easily  take  this  quota.  But  to  refuse  to  accept  the 
voting-power  offered,  and  then  to  complain  of  the  result,  is 
simply  an  unanswerable  argument,  but  not  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  expression  is  usually  employed.  Mr.  Gibson  further 
charged  the  Council  with  having  become  a  mere  voting- 
machine  to  carry  out  the  behests  of  some  little  section. 
That  voting-machine  difficulty  does  exist  in  some  countries 
out  of  Ireland — in  China,  it  may  be  ;  and  it  is  an  unhealthy 
condition  to  get  into.  It  was  never  intended  by  nature  that 
twenty-one  gentlemen  should  discuss  topics  year  after  year 
in  complete  accord.  But  the  one  spot  in  the  whole  world 
where  the  criticism  is  undeserved  is  in  the  Council-chamber 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Company-pharmacy  is  a  serious  enemy ;  perhaps  it  may  be 
described,  as  Gambetta  spoke  of  clericalism,  as  "  the  "  enemy. 
They  have  not  yet  got  it  in  its  worst  form  in  Ireland,  and 
perhaps  the  policy  of  harassing  it  whenever  and  wherever  it 
is  possible  is  a  wise  one.  This,  we  take  it,  is  the  basis  of  the 
fierce  opposition  manifested  against  such  companies  as 
Grattan's,  of  Belfast,  and  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Co.,  of 
Dublin.  These  companies  are  essentially  organisations  of 
pharmacists,  as  are  Allen  &  Hanburys  or  Southall  Brothers  & 
Barclay  on  this  side.  In  our  heavier  troubles  we  have 
hardly  regarded  these  as  objectionable  at  all.  But,  as  the 
Irish  President  says,  while  we  have  to  fight  companies  at 
all,  we  must  fight  them  all.  This  undoubtedly  makes  the 
task  all  the  more  difficult,  for  it  is,difficult  to  assume  that 
the  law  will  altogether  prevent  the  pharmacists  from  adopt- 
ing the  Joint-stock  Companies  Act  among  themselves.  It 
seems  a  pity,  therefore,  that  some  formula  could  not  be 
found  which  would  strike  only  at  those  pharmacies  which 
are  under  the  management  of  persons  not  pharmacists.  If 
only  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  been  caught  when  he  was  in 
the  humour  by  the  Presidents  of  the  British  and  Irish 
Societies  with  a  definite  and  reasonable  suggestion  of  this 
kind,  history  might  have  been  changed. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  o*  Ireland  has  had,  in  a 
sense,  to  create  a  profession  as  well  as  to  develop  it ;  it  has 
had  to  earn  its  own  living  from  the  day  when  it  was 
launched  to  the  present  hour.  It  ought  to  be  better  sup- 
ported than  it  has  been  by  its  licentiates,  so  that  it  could 
carry  on  its  contests  more  effectively.  The  whole  Irish 
trade  will  be  sorry,  when  perhaps  it  may  be  too  late,  if  they 
let  local  and  trade  jealousies  keep  them  apart.  The  proposal 
that  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Society  should  be  held  in 
Dublin,  Belfast,  and  Cork  in  turn  seems  an  excellent  one, 
but  it  is  only  one  of  several  concessions  which  the  party  at 
present  in  power  might  possibly  make  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  more  union.  Those  now  outside  must  be  willing  to 
sacrifice  some  of  their  aims  for  the  paramount  purpose  of 
trying  a  pull  all  together  against  the  absolute  outsiders.  If 
this  state  of  things  could  be  realised  for  a  few  years,  it  is 
quite  probable  that  some  very  substantial  progress  might 
be  established  of  direct  value  to  all  classes  of  the  Irish 
drug-trade. 


Ipecac.  Curves. 

Eighteen  months  ago  we  printed  a  diagram  showing  how 
the  prices  of  ipecacuanha  have  fluctuated  since  1878.  We 
now  bring  it  up  to  date,  in  view  of  the  momentary  interest  in 
the  drug.  The  price  has  steadily  risen  since  the  middle  of 
1895,  but  the  Rio  root  suffered  a  slight  fall  in  April  of  this 
year,  which  is  indicated  in  the  diagram  by  a  dotted  fork.  A 


similar  fork  on  the  Cartagena  curve  shows  the  immediate 
effect  of  the  new  B  P.  restriction  of  ipecacuanha  to  the  Rio 
root,  a  condition  which  previously  obtained.  Buyers 
became  shy  of  the  Cartagena  drug  when  the  restriction 
became  known  in  April,  and  by  June  the  price  had  fallen  to 
4.v.  21.  per  lb.    The  curves  carry  their  own  moral. 


AN  ASSURED  FUTURE. 
We  have  not  the  conscience  to  include  the  future  arrange- 
ments of  the  British  Pharmaceutical   Conference  under 
"  Coming  Events,"  as  this  is  a  matter  of  years  rather  than 
days  and  weeks.    But  it  will  please  those  of  the  trade  who 
are  loyal  to  the  B.P.C.  to  know  that  the  arrangements  carry 
it  well  into  the  next  century.    Next  year's  meeting  is  to  be 
held  in  Plymouth ;  in  1900  the  Conference  is  to  be  held  in 
London,   the  twentieth  century  will  be  inaugurated  in 
Dublin,  and  in  1902  the  members  will  bask  in  the  Brighton 
sun.    Special  interest  attaches  to  the  meeting  in  London  in 
1900.    In  that  year  the  members  of  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  are  to  assemble  in  New  York,  and,  after 
starting  their  proceedings,  are  to  embark  on  a  specially- 
chartered  Atlantic  greyhound  for  England,  thereafter  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  International  Pharmaceutical 
Congress  at  Paris.    The  event  is  one  to  which  Londoners 
must  rise  in  their  might,  and  it  will  be  desirable  ere  loDg 
that  the  London  B.P.C.  members  should  meet  to  make  pre- 
liminary arrangements  for  the  invitation. 

CLEANING  THE  QUEEN'S  FACE. 

Some  time  ago  a  disappointed  office-seeker  stained  a 
marble  statue  of  the  Queen  in  Esplanade  Road,  Bombay, 
presumably  by  throwing  over  it  a  hot  solution  of  coal-tar 
mixed  with  some  iron  salt.  The  stains  thus  made  seemed 
irremovable,  and  a  standing  reproach  to  the  loyalty  of  the 
municipality.  Experiments  with  numerous  detergents  were 
tried,  but  even  the  efforts  of  the  "  Government  Chemical 
Analyser "  (failed  to  remove  the  spots  from  the  Royal 
physiognomy,  and  an  order  was  g'>en  to  remove  the  head 
altogether  and  substitute  a  new  one.  This  was  an  oppcr- 
for  Professor  T.  K.  Gajjar,  M.A.,  B.Sc,  Professor  of  Chemistry 
at  Wilson  College,  who  came  forward  and  undertook  to 
remove  the  obnoxious  stains — a  feat  which  he  successfully 
accomplished  after  a  considerable  amount  of  trouble.  Tie 
full  details  of  his  experiments  are  published  in  the  Times  of 
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India,  together  with  a  sketch  of  his  career.  The  Professor 
first  tried  all  the  reputed  solvents  for  naphthalene  and 
anthracene,  but  found  that  of  the  lot  glacial  acetic  acid  was 
the  only  one  which  had  any  effect.  With  the  help  of  this 
and  various  other  chemicals,  such  as  iodine  tiichloride, 
•chloronitrous  gas,  euchlorine,  acetylchloride,  and  various 
hypochlorites,  he  ultimately  managed,  after  three  months' 
hard  work,  to  remove  defacements  on  the  statue  and  make 
her  Majesty  once  more  presentable.  "  It  has  put  me  to 
great  expense  and  an  enormous  amount  of  trouble,"  said  the 
Professor  ;  "but  I  have  the  great  satisfaction  of  haviDg  been 
fortunate  enough  to  get  an  opportunity  of  devoting  my 
humble  services  to  removing  the  defilements  on  the  statue 
of  our  beloved  sovereign  the  Queen-Empress."  The  new  head 
would  have  cost  less,  we  fancy. 

DRUG  ADULTERATION. 

The  official  who  compiles  the  section  relating  to  the 
administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  the 
Local  Government  Board's  report  for  1897,  is  as  statistically 
inclined  as  ever.    He  finds  that  in  that  year  a  total  of 
46,856  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  analysed  under  the 
Act.    In  London  samples  were  taken  in  the  proportion  of 
I    one  to  every  381  persons  ;  in  the  provinces  the  proportion  was 
|    cne  to  693.    Of  the  samples  tested,  4,383  were  reported  by 
I   the  analysts  to  be  adulterated.    Milk  accounts  for  1,967  of 
these,  butter  for  841,  spirits  for  717,  and  drugs  for  206. 
"Prosecutions  were  instituted  in  respect  of  2,777  of  the 
samples  alleged  to  have  been  adulterated,  and  fines  were 
imposed  in  2,314  cases.  Respecting  drugs  the  reporter  says  :— 

There  were  1,964  samples  of  drugs  examined,  and  206, 
i;  or  10  5  per  cent.,  were  condemned.    Nearly  one-half  of  the 
total  number  was  taken  in  London,  Birmingham,  and  the 
districts  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Councils  of 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  and  Glamorgan.    In  these 
places  the  percentage  of  adulterated  samples  was  found  to 
be  9  4,  which  is  lower  by  11  than  for  the  rest  of  the  country. 
There  were  35  samples  of  rhubarb  adulterated  out  of  198 
taken  ;  of  nitre,  39  out  of  156  ;  of  quinine,  10  out  of  99  ;  of 
prescribed  medicines,  17  out  of  109  ;  of  sulphur,  2  out  of  90. 
345  samples  of  glycerine  were  analysed  and  23  were  con- 
demned.   20  samples  of  lime  water  were  analysed,  and  13 
were  reported  against ;  of  these,  16  were  taken  in  the  City 
of  Carlisle,  and  10  condemned.  Wo  of  them  being  deficient 
in  lime  to  the  extent  of  92  per  cent ,  respecting  which  the 
analyst  remarks :— "  The  deficiency  of  lime,  especially  in  two 
ij  cases  where  the  samples  consisted  of  (practically)  impure 
I  water  only,  was  most  serious,  as  it  would  jeopardise  and 
might  sacrifice  the  lives  of  children.    Lime  water  is  chiefly 
used  to  mix  with  milk  for  infants'  feeding.    Infants  fed 
on  cows'  milk  are  very  subject  to  vomiting  and  severe 
diarrhoea,  caused  by  their  inability  to  digest  the  caseine  of 
the  milk.    In  these  cases  the  addition  of  lime  water  to  the 
I  milk,"  is  used,  he  explains,  "  to  stop  the  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea  through  its  action  on  the  caseine,  rendering  it 
soluble  in  the  gastric  juice.    If  this  so-called  lime  water 
was  relied  on,  the  caseine  would  not  be  dissolved,  the 
{vomiting  and  diarrhoea  would  continue,  and  the  child  would 
(rapidly  succumb  to  fatal  exhaustion.      Of  course  the 
]' adulteration '  is  not  wilful,  but  is  due  to  carelessness — 
criminal  carelessness." 

1  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  only  87  of  the 
206  cases  reported  against,  and  53  fines  were  inflicted, 
[including  four  oE  51.  each. 

J  No  novelty  in  the  art  of  adulteration  is  reported  to  have 
been  noticed  in  1897.  Boric  acid  in  butter  is  one  of  the 
egal  questions  still  open  under  the  Act,  but  112  grains  to 
L  lb.,  which  the  Glamorganshire  analyst  says  he  found,  will 
jllways  be  regarded  as  ultra  la\  ish.  Chicory  in  coffee,  aniline 
oloured  beet  sugar  to  imitate  Demerara  cane,  sweets  coated 
pith  paraffin  wax  (which  only  softens  but  never  melts  in  the 
tomach),  ground  olive  stones  in  pepper  (an  adulteration 
7hich  has  almost  died  out),  water  in  lard  and  in  gin,  sugar  in 
ocoa,  and  sulphate  of  copper  in  green  peas,  are  all  familiar 


sophistications,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  all  these  are 
stamped  out  the  genius  of  the  adulterators  will  have  beea 
exhausted. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES   IN  FRANCE. 

In  March  last  the  civil  tribunal  of  the  Department  of 
Seine-Inffirieure  gave  judgment  in  an  action  for  20,000f. 
damages  brought  by  a  firm  of  opticians  in  Paris  agaicst  Dr. 
Javal,  the  director  of  the  Ophthalmological  Laboratory  of  the 
Sorbonne.  The  plaintiffs  were  the  proprietors  of  a  baryta 
glass  for  spectacle-lenses,  which  were  described  as  "  isome- 
tropic,"  and  were  extensively  advertised  as  possessing  special 

j  excellences.  Dr.  Javal  instructed  two  of  his  assistants  to 
examine  the  glass  and  the  lenses  made  from  it,  and  to  report 
fully  to  him  upon  the  subject.  They  carried  out  his  in- 
structions and  reported  that  the  differences  between  the 
baryta  glass  and  ordinary  glass  were  insignificant ;  that  they 
were  not  in  favour  of  the  former,  and  that  the  "  isometropic" 
lenses  did  not  offer  any  advantages  to  purchasers.  Dr.  Javal 
having  published  this  report  by  presenting  it  to  the  French 
Academy  of  Medicine,  the  opticians  raised  the  action.  The 
Court  decided  that  a  scientific  man  might  rightly  examine 
and  criticise  on  public  grounds  any  manufactured  article  for 
which  special  merits  were  claimed,  and  they  found  for  the 

]  defendant  upon  all  the  issues,  condemning  the  plaintiff  in 
costs.  This  decision  now  becomes  an  expression  of  French 
law  owing  to  the  time  for  appeal  having  lapsed  without 
action,  and  the  liberty  thus  secured  is  likely  to  be  employed 
with  reference  to  many  pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
remedies. 

PROPOSED  NATIONAL  PHYSICAL  LABORATORY. 

The  report  of  the  committee  which  was  appointed  by  the 
Treasury,  in  consequence  of  a  representation  by  the  Royal 
Society,  to  consider  the  desirability  of  establishing  a  national 
physical  laboratory,  has  been  issued.  The  conclusions  at 
which  the  committee  have  arrived  are  that  a  public  institu- 
tion should  be  founded  for  standardising  and  verifying 
instruments,  for  testing  materials,  and  for  the  determination! 
of  physical  constants;  that  the  institution  should  be 
established  by  extending  the  Kew  Observatory  in  the  old 
Deer  Park,  Richmond,  and  that  the  scheme  should  include 
the  improvsment  of  existing  buildings  and  the  erection  of 
new  buildings  at  some  distance  from  the  present  observatory  ; 
that  the  Royal  Society  should  be  invited  to  control  the 
proposed  institution,  and  to  nominate  a  governing-body  on 
which  commercial  interests  should  be  represented,  the  choice 
of  the  members  of  such  body  not  being  confined  to  Fellows 
of  the  Society  ;  that  the  Permanent  Secretary  of  the  Board 
I  of  Trade  should  be  an  ex-o9icio  member  of  the  governing- 
j  body:  and  that  such  body  should  be  consulted  by  the 
,  Standards  Office  and  the  Electrical  Standardising  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  difficult  questions  that  may 
arise  from  time  to  time,  or  as  to  proposed  modifications  or 
developments. 

The  Kew  Observatory,  we  may  add,  is  a  Government 
building  leased  to  the  Royal  Society  at  a  nominal  rent,  and 
has  an  endowment  producing  about  470£.  per  annum.  From 
the  Meteorological  Office  it  receives  annually  400Z.,  and  fees 
received  for  verification  and  testing  of  instruments  amount 
to  about  2,000  per  annum.  The  institution  is  self-supporting 
The  work  done  with  restricted  means  has  been  very  useful. 
The  total  number  of  instruments  annually  verified  or  tested 
;  is  about  22.C00.  Among  these  are  watches,  thermometer^, 
I  sextants,  barometers,  and  other  apparatus  used  for  scientific 
or  industrial  purposes. 


It  is  announced  that  Zanetti  Effendi,  chemist  of  the 
Palace,  has  applied  to  the  Government  for  a  concession  to 
establish  a  factory  of  chemical  products  in  Constantinople,  g 

D  jJ3a» 


602 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  8,  1898 


pharmaceutical  Society  of  Jrelanb, 

I.  Annual  Meeting. 

Election  of  Members  of  Council  and  Presidential  Review. 

II.  Dinner  of  the  Members. 
III.  Council  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers. 


ON  Monday  evening,  October  3,  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  members  of  this  Society  was  held  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  at  7.30.  There  were  present: — The 
President,  Mr.  R.  J.  Downes  ;  the  Vice-President,  Mr.  Beggs  ; 
the  Honorary  Treasurer,  Mr.  Grindley;  and  Messrs.  Wells, 
Simpson,  Bernard,  Porter,  Thomas  O'Sullivan  (Waterford), 
Professor  Tichborne,  Dr.  Walsh,  Ryan,  and  Conyngham, 
members  of  Council ;  and  also  Messrs.  Gibson,  Turner, 
MacKnight,  J.  T.  Holmes,  T.  W.  Robinson,  J.  Burnett,  W. 
Corregan,  A.  F.  Allan,  John  Smith,  T.  J.  Jackson,  H. 
O'Connor,  A.  Farrington,  Miss  A.  Wyatt,  J.  C.  MacWalter, 
David  O'Sullivan.  J.  S.  Ashe,  H.  Hunt,  H.  C.  Brady,  and 
Thomas  Batt,  members  of  the  Society. 

The  Registrar  (Mr.  Ferrall)  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
annual  meeting,  which  were  confirmed,  and  announced  that 
113  members  and  21  associate-druggists  had  returned 
voting- papers. 

The  Vice-President  was  nominated  by  the  President,  and 
Messrs.  Gibson,  O'Connor,  and  Porter  by  the  meeting,  as 
scrutineers  of  the  ballot. 

The  Scrutineers  and  the  Meeting. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  Is  there  to  be  no  business  transacted  until  we 
come  back  1 

The  President  :  That  has  been  the  rule,  and  I  think  we 
had  better  follow  it. 

Mr.  Kelly  :  We  were  kept  here  until  1  o'clock  at  the 
last  annual  meeting. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  I  don't  think  we  have  any  authority  to  take 
the  voting-papers  out  of  the  room. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  have  been  atmanypublic  meetings 
and  voting-papers  have  been  invariably  taken  into  an  ante- 
room. If  the  meeting  does  not  think  the  scrutineers  honest 
enough  to  return  a  true  statement  we  should  give  it  up. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  As  long  as  the  matter  is  in  your  hands  it  is 
all  right,  but  I  shall  be  satisfied  if  no  business  be  transacted 
until  we  come  back. 

Mr.  McKnigiit  suggested  that  the  business  of  the  meeting 
should  go  on. 

The  Anonymous  Circular. 

Mr.  Grindley:  I  rise  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
meeting  a  matter  which  intimately  concerns  me  and  others 
who  are  up  for  election. 

Mr.  Smith  :  Might  I  ask  is  Mr.  Grindley  in  order? 

The  President:  I  think  he  is.  He  wants  to  repudiate  a 
circular  which  should  be  repudiated  before  the  scrutineers 
retire. 

Mr.  Grindley  :  An  anonymous  circular  has  been  sent  out 
to  the  voters  of  the  Society  purporting  to  be  from  the 
"  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  Dublin,  Lower  Mount 
Street,  September,  1898  ;  Council  Eleotion  "  ;  and  at  the  end 
it  recommends  the  members  to  vote  for  myself  and  other 
gentlemen.  I  wish  in  the  strongest  language  that  I  can 
command  to  repudiate  all  knowledge  of,  sympathy  with, 
or  hand,  act,  or  part  in  this  circular.  (Applause.)  My 
notion  is  that  our  elections  should  be  fought  fairly  and 
squarely,  and  that  there  should  be  no  striking  below  the 
belt ;  and  I  think  I  can  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  anyone 
who  knows  me  that  I  never  at  any  time  lent  my  name  to 
anything  underhand.  (Applause.)  I  therefore  repudiate 
in  the  strongest  manner  any  knowledge  or  sympathy  with 
this  circular  directly  or  indirectly.  That  is  all  I  have  to 
say.  ' 


Mr.  Robinson  :  I  think  the  opportunity  that  has  been 
afforded  to  Mr.  Grindley  has  been  very  well  taken  advantage 
of  by  him.  No  one  that  knows  him  would  accuse  him  of 
any  act  or  part  in  it.  I  do  not  care  a  straw  what  people 
think — I  say  it  was  with  a  thrill  of  satisfaction  that  I  voted 
for  Mr.  George  Henry  Grindley  at  this  election.  But  I 
regret  that  the  officers  of  the  Society  did  not  think  it  was 
their  duty  to  repudiate  this  scurrilous  and  slanderous  thirjg. 
Last  year,  a  day  or  two  before  the  election,  I  got  an 
anonymous  communication  sajing,  "Serve  you  right  for 
allowing  scandalous  libels  to  be  published."  It  is  not  on 
the  night  of  the  election  that  the  repudiation  should  come. 

The  Vice-President  :  Mr.  Robinson,  I  may  mention  that 
if  I  had  got  the  circular  I  would  have  decidedly  repudiated 
it  through  the  press,  hut,  unfortunately,  I  did  not  get  it 
until  I  came  here  to-night. 

Mr.  Kelly:  As  one  of  those  named  in  the  circular,  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  knew  nothing  whatever  about  it.  I  spoke  to 
Mr.  Grindley  about  it,  and  asked  him  would  it  be  well  to 
telegraph  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  repudiating  it; 
but  Mr.  Grindley  said  that  telegrams  were  often  misunder- 
stood, and  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  for  this  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  what  he  has  done  to-night.  1  think  I  can 
say,  with  Mr.  Grindley,  that  those  who  know  me  will  give 
me  credit  not  only  for  telling  the  truth,  but  for  this  also — 
that  nothing  would  tempt  me  to  put  my  name  to  anything 
dishonourable  or  unprincipled.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  repudiate 
this  circular  on  principle,  as  I  would  not  use  anything  in 
the  shape  of  slander  or  take  from  the  honour  of  my 
opoonents.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Wells:  Mr.  Grindlpy  and  Mr.  Kelly  have  scoken  for 
themselves,  and  I  claim  the  ri^bt  of  speaking  for  myself, 
and  also  for  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Tate,  Mr.  Mitchie,  and  Mr. 
Brittain.  I  say  that  none  of  us  knew  anything  whatever 
about  the  circular  in  question — where  it  came  from  or  who 
wrote  it.  Tha  same  thing  applies  to  the  circular  of  last 
year.  I  have  not  the  remotest  idea  of  where  the  one  or  the 
other  came  from.  But  it  is  only  right  to  tell  you  that 
gentlemen  who  find  fault  with  one  man  for  committing  a 
slander  or  a  libel  ought  to  be  very  careful  themselves  not  to 
libel  others.    Limited  companies  may  be  

Mr.  Gibson  :  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Chairman  

The  President  :  Mr.  Wells  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  Let  me  state  my  point  of  order,  and  then 
you  will  see  whether  he  is  in  order  or  not.  (Cries  of 
"Chair.") 

The  President  :  State  it ;  I  am  waiting  for  you. 

Mr.  Gibson:  My  point  is  that  he  is  going  outside  the 
liberty  you  gave  to  repudiate  the  circular. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  want  to  defend  myself  from  an  imputation 
which  has  gone  abroad,  cast  in  the  circular  signed  by  Mr. 
McKnight. 

The  President  :  That  is  another  thing,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  let  it  stand  by  itself. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  will,  at  all  events,  say  that  I  know  nothing 
about  this  circular,  and  I  have  already  taken  means  to  let 
Mr.  McKnight  and  his  friends  know  that. 

Mr.  Robinson  :  In  the  interests  of  the  Society  the  circular 
referred  to  has  not  been  named  by  Mr.  Grindley :  but  the 
circular  now  repudiated  is  that  corning  from  the  "  Pharmacy 
Protection  Association." 

Mr.  Allan  :  I  would  like  to  know  what  it  is  about. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  It  is  a  thorough  insult  to  the  Society.  lw 
language  is  simply  scandalous.    It  is  an  audacious  attempt 
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to  belittle  us  made  by  some  poltroon,  and  is  a  continuation 
of  the  system  that  was  started  last  year.  It  speaks  of  a 
"  nefarious  system  of  trading " — of  men  who  "  basely 
betrayed "  interests — and  asks  "  were  they  honourable 
men,"  speaks  of  "common  decency,"  and  asks  if  the 
"  slightest  confidence  could  be  placed  in  them."  I  think  it 
is  for  our  Society  to  find  out  who  the  persons  are  that  call 
themselves  the  "  Irish  Pharmacy  Protection  Association  "  as 
a  cover  for  their  libels.  There  is  no  such  society  in 
existence.  I  addressed  a  letter  to  them,  and  it  was 
delivered  here,  which  brings  it  home  to  us.  It  is  all  very 
fine  for  gentlemen  to  dissociate  themselves  from  it,  but  I  go 
farther,  and  ask  that  this  matter  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
our  solicitor  with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  the  parties 
who  have  so  acted.  There  is  no  doubt  that  by  offering  a 
reward  and  searching  the  printing-offices  of  Dublin — for  I 
believe  it  was  printed  in  Dublin — they  could  be  found  out. 
I  therefore  propose  that  the  matter  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  our  solicitor. 

The  President  :  I  think  that  should  come  through  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Beknaed  :  Very  well.  I  will  make  the  motion  at  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Robinson  :  Surely  you  are  not  throwing  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  repudiating  it. 

The  President  :  I  am  throwing  no  obstacles.  Legal 
proceedings  cannot -be  taken  by  this  meeting. 

Mr.  McKnight  :  As  one  of  the  persons  named  in  this 
circular,  I  was  thoroughly  astonished  that  the  names 
attached  to  it  should  be  associated  with  such  a  scurrilous 
document.  That  Mr.  Montgomery  should  be  associated 
with  it,  or  Mr.  Kelly — whom  I  thoroughly  appreciate — or 
Mr.  Wells,  or  Mr.  Tate,  I  could  hardly  believe  when  I  read 
it.  Not  one  of  those  gentlemen  repudiated  it  until  a  letter 
was  sent  to  two  or  three  of  them  from  a  solicitor's  office.  I 
believe  Mr.  Wells  has  not  repudiated  it  through  that  channel 

yet. 

Mr.  Wells  :  On  a  point  of  order,  Mr.  President,  you  ob- 
jected to  my  going  into  this  matter,  and  it  is  not  fair  to 
allow  the  other  side  to  go  into  it.  I  may  say  that  I  have 
replied  to  the  circular.  I  got  it  on  Saturday  morning,  and 
my  solicitor  got  it  on  Saturday  night. 

Mr.  McKnight  :  The  repudiation  only  comes  when  the 
election  is  practically  ovei\  These  gentlemen  kept  silent 
until  every  man  had  marked  his  paper.  Is  that  fair  or 
honourable  ?  I  say  it  is  not  fair  to  the  honest  candidate 
who  tries  to  do  the  best  he  can  for  the  Society.  The  point 
is.  What  is  this  society  ?  Who  or  what  are  they,  or  their 
office-bearers  1  You,  as  President  of  this  Society,  ought  to 
be  compelled  to  find  out  who  they  are,  and  whether  they  are 
using  the  rooms  of  your  Society.  Is  it  using  your  rooms, 
and  are  you  paying  rent  for  it '.'  The  society  in  question 
must  exist,  or  else  this  circular  is  a  lie.  I  think  you  should 
direct  the  solicitor  of  this  Society  to  find  out  who  they 
are,  and  if  you  do  not  I  shall  find  out  for  myself. 

Dr.  Walsh  :  As  President  of  the  Dublin  Chemists' 
Federation,  which  has  been  recently  formed,  I  wish  to  say 
that  that  society  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  O'Sullivan  :  I  also  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  am  strongly  identified  with  the  Assistants' 
Association,  and  have,  on  their  behalf,  to  repudiate  any 
knowledge  of  the  circular  in  dispute. 

The  President  :  Mr.  Robinson  has  complained  of  the 
officers  not  having  repudiated  the  matter.  As  far  as  I  am 
iconcerned  I  never  received  a  copy  of  the  circular,  and  was 
practically  in  ignorance  of  it ;  and  I  don't  see  how  your 
President  and  your  Registrar  could  be  called  on  to  repudiate 
[documents  of  which  they  had  practically  no  knowledge. 

Admitting  the  "  C.  &  D." 

The  President  then  mentioned  that  he  had  received  a 
:ard  from  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  who 
?ould  like  to  be  present  at  the  meeting.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Gibson  said  the  general  press  ought  to  be  admitted 
,o  the  annual  meetings.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
reland  was  a  public  body  having  public  duties  to  discharge, 
nd  it  was  scandalous  that  its  annual  meeting  should  be 
1  eld  in  a  hole-and-corner  manner.  They  knew  from  report 
ow  the  Council-meetings  were  reported — how  pieces  that 
idn't  suit  were  cut  out. 


The  President  :  That  is  not  the  fact.    I  repudiate  it. 
Mr.  Gibson  :  It  has  been  proved. 
Mr.  Wells  :  It  has  not  been  proved. 

Mr.  Gibson:  We  should  freely  admit  the  Editor  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  to-night ;  but  our  next  annual 
meeting  should  be  open  to  the  public  press. 

Mr.  Wells  :  We  admit  Mr.  Wootton  on  different  grounds. 
The  other  question  is  one  that  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  in 
a  different  way — by  a  notice  of  motion. 

A  motion  for  the  ad  mission  of  Mr.  Wootton  was  then  put 
and  unanimously  assented  to. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  I  think  the  repudiation  has  come  from  these 
gentlemen  too  late. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  rise  to  order.  We  have  had  this 
debate  quite  long  enough.  We  have  had  the  matter  spoken 
to  by  several  speakers — (hear,  hear) — and  I  object  to  the 
subject  being  opened  up  again. 

The  President  :  I  think  quite  enough  has  been  said  on 
the  matter,  and  I  ask  the  scrutineers  to  retire  now. 

The  scrutineers  then  withdrew  to  an  adjoining  room.  ' 

The  President's  Address. 

The  President  then  requested  the  Registrar  (Mr.  Ferrail) 
to  read  his  address,  it  having  been  understood  that  that, 
might  take  place  in  the  absence  of  the  scrutineers.  Mr. 
Ferrail  proceeded  to  do  so,  and  had  got  some  way  through  it,, 
when 

Mr.  McKnight  said  the  address  contained  a  reference  to- 
the  company  with  which  one  of  the  scrutineers  was  con- 
nected, and  it  was  hardly  fair  that  he  should  not  be 
present. 

Mr.  Robinson  said  that  in  order  to  prevent  gentlemen 
from  being  disfranchised  the  scrutiny  should  be  completed 
either  after  the  termination  of  the  business  of  the  meeting, 
or  before  it  began. 

The  President  :  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  reading 
of  the  address  shall  remain  Lover  until  the  scrutineers 
come  in. 

Mr.  McKnight  :  Will  you  allow  me  to  send  a  note  to  Mr. 
Gibson  1 

The  President  :  I  will  not  allow  the  scrutineers  to  be 
interfered  with.  The  matter  is  one  at  which  Mr.  Gibson 
should  be  present.    I  recognise  the  point. 

Result  of  the  Election. 

At  9.30  the  scrutineers  handed  their  report  to  the  Pre- 
sident. 

The  President  :  The  number  of  votes  recorded  for  each 
candidate  was  as  follows 

Mr.  Grindley   121     Mr.  Micliie   99 

Mr.  Wells  119   

Mr.  Kelly   116     Mr.  Hayes  30 

Mr.  Montgomery  116     Mr.  Conyngham    23 

Mr.  Tate   106     Mr.  McWalter    16 

Mr.  Brittain    99  I  Mr.  McKnight    16 

I  declare  the  first  seven  gentlemen  to  be  duly  elected. 
The  reading  of  the  address  was  then  resumed  from  a  point, 
indicated  by  Mr.  McKnight. 

PRESIDENTIAL  REVIEW. 

Gentlemen,  —  In  bringing  before  you  a  resume  of  the- 
year's  progress  of  your  Society,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
an  expression  of  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  for  personal 
health  and  the  general  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the 
Society,  for  though  we  necessarily  exclude  religious  topics 
from  discussion,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  well  to  ignore  religion 
as  a  necessary  rule  of  conduct,  or  dependance  on  the  Divine 
favour  as  a  condition  of  our  progress.  Personally,  I  desir*to 
acknowledge  both.  When  I  accepted  the  office  of  President 
I  did  so  in  fear  lest  my  health,  and  my  business,  would  not 
allow  me  to  retain  the  office  and  to  discharge  its  functions. 
I  am  thankful  that  I  have  been  able  to  retain  the  office  and 
to  discharge  most  of  its  responsibilities,  I  hope  to  your 
satisfaction. 

When  I  was  installed  I  may  say'there  appeared  no  pro- 
spective electrical  excitement,  and  the  atmosphere  appeared 
clear,  with  a  promise  of  pharmaceutical  sunshine,  and  I 
think  that  prognostication  has  not  been  belied,  the  little 
breeze  towards  its  close  only  indicating  that  we  must  keep 
our  sails  set  and  be  prepared  for  squalls.    During  the  year 
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we  have  been  investing  the  enemy,  and,  as  occasion  offered, 
we  have  fired  our  shot,  either  to  measure  our  distance  or  to 
silence  some  audacious  defender  who  has  attempted  to  dis- 
charge his  short-ranged  shot  in  our  direction,  and  I  trust 
the  conclusion  of  our  venture  will  be  as  satisfactory  as  we 
wish  it  to  be. 

Company  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  Godden,  President  of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society, 
in  his  Presidential  address  at  Sheffield  last  year,  dealt 
largely  with  the  question  of  limited  companies,  and  reading 
that  address  convinced  me  that  limited  companies  have  no 
legal  right  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  pharmacist  or 
chemist  and  druggist,  as  in  no  sense  could  it  be  construed 
that  seven  unqualified  persons  combined  for  doing  so  were 
combined  for  a  "  lawful  purpose,"  which  is  the  primary  con- 
dition required  by  the  Act.  Our  difficulty  is  to  get  at  them 
after  registration  The  Registrar  does  not  make  any  inquiry 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  purpose,  and  the  onus  rests  on 
others  to  prove  the  illegality,  but  the  law  does  not  provide  a 
means  of  doing  so ;  on  the  contrary,  the  only  persons 
protected  are  the  members  and  the  creditors.  They  can 
appeal  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  It  occurred  to  me  we 
could  do  so,  but  we  are  advi;ed  not,  as  the  company,  when 
registered,  is  in  the  same  position  as  if  it  had  a  special  Act 
of  Parliament.  But  I  am  certain  it  was  never  contem- 
plated that  a  company  formed  at  the  "pleasure"  of  its 
members  should  be  able  to  override  the  Parliamentary  rights 
either  of  individuals  or  of  other  corporate  bodies.  The 
entire  question  hinges  on  this  important  point,  and  it  is 
only  through  Parliament  that  this  point  can  be  settled. 

Our  first  step  was  to  write  the  Registrar  of  Joint-stock 
Companies,  and  having  had  his  reply,  we  sent  it  to  the 
House  of  Lords  Committee  which  was  sitting  on  the 
Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
give  evidence.  This  being  refused,  we  addressed  a  circular 
with  copies  of  the  correspondence  to  each  of  the  Licensing 
bodies,  the  British  Medical  Council,  the  British  Medical 
Association,  to  each  member  of  the  Houses  of  Lords  and 
'Commons,  and  to  the  Press.  This  brought  the  matter  well 
to  the  front,  and  it  will  be  admitted  that  the  Pr  ess  responded 
favourably.  The  British  Medical  Association  at  once  re- 
solved to  support  our  action,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Victor 
Horsley,  seconded  by  Professor  J.  W.  Moore,  M.D.,  of  this 
.  city.  At  the  session  of  the  British  Medical  Council  the 
matter  was  introduced  by  Professor  Tichborne,  a  member  of 
our  council,  and  after  a  little  hesitancy  the  British  Medical 
Council  resolved  to  take  action,  and  have  approached  the 
Board  of  Trade.  They,  it  must  be  understood,  only  seek 
their  own  ends,  if  they  can  obtain  them,  without  any  regard 
to  ours.  I  have  no  doubt  their  pressure  will  be  beneficial,  but 
they  are  anxious  to  draw  and  maintain  a  line  between  their 
position  as  a  "  profession  "  and  ours  "as  traders."  It  was  for 
this  reason  I  was,  and  expressed  myself,  the  more  indignant 
at  the  proposition  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  apparent  pur- 
pose of  which  was  to  deal  with  us  separately,  and  differently, 
against  which  I  protested,  and  claimed  that  the  universal 
rule  of  law,  "  like  case,  like  rule,"  should  apply. 
Following  the  circular  your  Council  drew  up  a  petition  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  informing  them  of  the  contempt 
which  was  put  upon  the  law  in  this  country  through  the  fact 
that  incriminated  persons  covered  themselves  by  incorpora- 
tion ;  and  these  petitions  were  duly  presented,  in  the  House  of 
Lords  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  and  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin,  William  Lecky,  Esq  ,  M.P.,  but  no  action  was  taken 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  For  this  we  must  accept  some 
measure  of  blame  for  not  drawing  the  attention  of  our 
members  to  the  coming  on  of  the  Bill  for  the  amending  of 
the  Companies'  Acts,  which  did  pass  the  House ;  but  the 
fact  was  we  were  not  aware  of  its  progress  till  we  saw  it 
recorded  in  the  papers.  I  believe  if  we  are  to  effectively 
watch  legislation  we  must  retain  the  services  of  a  special 
Parliamentary  agent,  who  will  advise  us  of  what  is  doing, 
and  will,  when  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  interview  the  mem- 
bers, attend  with  us,  and  procure  the  necessary  intro- 
ductions—  for  to  go  lobbying  by  yourself,  a  stranger  to  the 
precincts,  rules,  and  etiquette,  is  to  find  yourself  wasting  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  time,  and  perhaps  disturbing  those 
-who  might  be  friendly  by  inopportune  interruptions. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  our  petition  was  well  to  the  front,  and 


had  the  effect,  at  all  events,  of  obtaining  acknowledgment 
that  the  matter  required  dealing  with.  The  utterances  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  of  Lord  Herschell  pledge  both 
sides  of  the  House  to  deal  with  the  question. 

I  think  it  only  proper  to  acknowltdge  the  important  assist- 
ance we  received  to  strengthen  and  point  our  case  from  the 
"  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited),"  they  having  afforded  us  an 
ample  illustration  of  our  case.  You  are  aware  that  this 
company  was  formed  by  discontented  druggists  to  enable 
them  to  transact  the  business  of  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
and  which,  as  beyond  the  law,  they  continue  to  do,  in  com- 
bination with  others  of  no  qualification,  and  I  regret  to  say 
one  or  two  pharmacists  to  give  it  colour.  An  apprentice 
sold  for  them  cyanide  of  potassium,  without  conforming 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Poisons  Act,  which  the  pur- 
chaser subsequently  ate.  This  was  duly  repotted  to  us  by 
the  local  police,  and  we  forwarded  the  case  to  the  Inspector- 
General,  who  was  advised  not  to  prosecute.  We  forwarded 
a  copy  of  his  reply  to  Mr.  Field,  who  asked  a  question  in  the 
House  about  it,  and  was  informed  that  if  the  Society  thought 
fit,  we  should  prosecute.  We  returned  for  answer  the  ques- 
tion— "What  section  of  our  Act  requires  us  to  prosecute 
under  the  Poisons  Act  1  "  Mr.  Field  was  not  in  the  House 
when  we  forwarded  him  the  second  question,  so  ib  was  not 
put,  but  he  lodged  the  papers  in  the  Irish  Office,  and  was  in- 
formed that  they  would  be  attended  to.  We  also  drew  the 
attention  of  the  Attorney-General  directly  to  the  case,  and 
we  received  from  him  a  similar  reply.  As  no  steps  have 
been  taken  in  the  case,  I  presume  thfy  are  reserving  it  for 
an  amendment  of  the  law  in  future  legislation.  That  the 
unqualified  assistant  can  be  reached,  as  in  the  recent  Belfast 
cases,  does  not  affect  the  Society's  principal  contention,  ex- 
cept that  it  emphasises  the  fact  that  the  persons  keeping 
open  shop  and  the  seller  must  be  qualified.  That  we  have 
succeeded  in  these  cases  after  a  double  heariDg  is  a  matttr 
of  congratulation. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  are  at  ODe 
with  us  on  this  question.  Unfortunately  they  are  not  on 
the  same  legal  level  with  us,  and  in  England  it  is  looked  on 
as  only  a  question  of  "selling  poisons,"  and  even  legal 
minds  do  not  apprehend  how  much  more  comprehensive  aod 
important  is  our  Act.  It  was  this  confusion,  I  believe, 
which  led  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  propose  the  amendment 
he  did.  He  clearly  did  not  apprehend  that  the  British 
Pharmacy  Act  did  not  extend  to  Ireland.  We  are  practi- 
cally one  on  the  matter  of  poisons,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
I  have  confined  all  argument  to  that  level,  though  we  have 
much  stronger  ground  when  we  apply  the  same  arguments 
to  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  If  we  win  on  the  low  ground 
we  carry  the  higher  position,  though  the  converse  might  tint 
be  the  case,  and  I  hope  the  ventilation  of  the  question  will 
ensure  to  the  Society  of  Great  Britain  the  pharmacy  privi- 
leges that  we  possess. 

Poisons  Legislation. 
Not  only  had  we  this  company-question  to  deal  with,  but 
we  had  also  a  Bill  introduced  by  the  President  of  the  Privy 
Council  to  "  Regulate  the  Sale  of  Poisonous  Substances,"  the 
effect  of  which  would  have  been  the  practical  cancelling  of 
the  Poisons  Act  and  schedule,  and  the  opening  up  of  an 
era  of  free  trade  in  poisons — a  complete  reversal  of  the 
policy  of  the  present  pharmacy  and  poison  laws.  I  im- 
mediately wrote,  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  a  remonstrance, 
and  the  British  Society  resisted  the  Bill ;  and  we  hope  that 
our  remonstrance  has  had  more  effect  than  that  of  only 
staying  the  measure  for  a  season.  Whatever  legislation  is 
attempted  will,  I  believe,  be  more  rational,  and,  at  all  events, 
based  on  "  competent  knowledge  "  of  the  subject  with  which 
it  deals. 

The  meeting  of  the  Health  Congress  of  the  Royal  Institute 
of  Public  Health  afforded  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
question  before  the  public,  and  its  meeting  in  Dublin  was 
most  opportune.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  on  which 
your  Council  acted,  I  was  asked  to  discuss  the  question  of 
"  legislation  as  regards  the  distribution  of  poisons "  before 
them,  and  accordingly  I  entered  my  name  as  a  member  of 
the  Congress,  and  submitted  the  title  of  my  paper,  which  was 
accepted  and  entered  for  discussion  in  the  "  Chemistry  and 
Meteorology  section,"  which  bad  the  good  fortune  of  having 
Professor  J.  W.  Moore,  M.D.,  as  President,  and  I  may  say  no 
one  could  have  been  more  punctilious  as  to  the  honour  o 
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your  President  than  he  was.  No  sooner  was  it  read  than 
Professor  Moore,  as  President,  pronounced  it  the  most  im- 
portant paper  read  at  the  section,  and  moved  that  the 
recommendations  be  approved  and  sent  forward  to  the 
general  meeting  of  the  Congress.  This  was  seconded  by 
Professor  Thrift,  F.T.C.D  ,  and  at  the  general  meeting  it  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Institute  and  Editor 
of  the  Journal,  and  adopted. 

In  writing  the  paper  I  was  anxious  that  it  should  not  have 
the  appearance  of  a  mere  trade  question,  or  of  an  unreason- 
able claim  for  a  monopoly,  but  endeavoured  to  view  the 
question  as  far  as  possible  as  a  public  question  and  from  the 
view  of  the  public  interest,  and  of  necessity  this  enlarged  its 
scope  I  am  much  gratified  with  the  favourable  reception 
accorded  to  it. 

Before  leaving  the  political  atmosphere  it  is  right  to 
refer  to  the  by  election  for  the  Stephen's  Green  division. 
As  soon  as  the  candidates  were  selected  I  summoned  a  law 
committee  to  consider  our  action.  Acting  on  their  advice  I 
addressed  identical  letters  to  the  candidates,  asking  them  to 
receive  a  deputation  to  put  the  interests  of  the  Society  before 
ih"m,  and  to  ascertain  how  far  they  would  support  our 
rights  in  Parliament.  We  received  no  reply  from  Count 
PJunbet.  Mr.  Campbell  replied,  appointing  a  time  for  the 
interview,  and  at  the  interview  promised  to  support  us,  and 
as  be  fully  understood  the  question  in  dispute  we  had  every 
confidence  he  would  be  a  help  to  us.  I  accordingly  sent  a 
circu'ar  to  the  pharmaceutical  voters  in  the  division,  in- 
forming them  of  the  interview  and  of  his  promise  of  support. 
I  may  mention  that  of  sixty-six  licentiates  on  our  register 
having  addresses  in  Dublin,  only  forty-four  had  secured  the 
privileges  of  the  franchise,  from  which  it  appears  that,  with 
a  little  effort,  we  could  improve  our  position  and  influence, 
and  I  would  press  the  propriety  of  doing  so  on  all  those  who 
have  not  the  franchise  ;  I  would  also  ask  the  licentiates  anel 
registered  druggists  in  other  districts  to  combine  for  the 
purpose  of  pressing  their  local  representatives  to  tafee  an 
interest  in,  and  to  understand,  our  claims. 

Evening  Meetings. 

The  regulations  authorising  the  evening  meetings  of  the 
Society  were  availed  of  for  the  purpose  of  holding  bi-monthly 
meetings — one  a  public  lecture,  and  one  a  private  meeting  of 
members  for  discussing  questions  of  pharmaceutical  interest. 
We  are  greatly  indebted  to  those  gentlemen  who  favoured  us 
with  lectures,  all  of  which  were  worthy  of  a  larger  attend- 
ance than  they  received.  The  subjects  were  all  both 
interesting  and  instructive,  and  were  ably  handled  by  the 
gentlemen  who  prepared  and  delivered  them,  but  unless  I 
have  a  promise  of  better  support  in  the  coming  session  I 
shall  not  be  a  party  to  inviting  gentlemen  who  are  busy  men 
to  a  sacrifice  of  their  time  in  preparation  and  delivery.  I 
feel  that  doing  so  must  injure  the  reputation  of  the 
Society. 

To  those  members  who  consistently  supported  your  Com- 
mittee we  are  much  obliged,  as  also  to  Mr.  Beggs  for  his  loan 
and  working  of  the  lantern  on  several  evenings.  Our  piivate 
meetings  were  of  considerable  interest,  and  those  who 
attended  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  association  with  the  profit 
of  interchange  of  ideas,  and  look  forward  with  interest  to 
the  coming  session.  At  the  closing  meeting  the  Committee 
of  Assistance  brought  up  a  report  and  recommendations, 
which  were  adopted  by  the  meeting  of  members  and  sent  by 
our  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  School  Committee  as  the 
authority  under  which  they  were  acting;  but  the  report  or 
their  recommendations  have  not  yet  reached  the  Council, 
which  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the  Committee  of  Assistance  do 
not  know  how  far  their  work  has  been  approved  of,  or  if  it 
is  totally  disapproved  of. 

Education. 

The  opening  of  the  schools  was  inaugurated  by  a  meeting 
which  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of  the  Presidents  of 
the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  of  Surgeons,  the 
Governor  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  other  medical 
gentlemen,  who  thereby  testified  to  their  interest  in  and 
sympathy  with  our  Soeiety.  Sir  Charles  Cameron  gave  a 
very  interesting  and  important  address  on  the  occasion,  and 
showed  how  completely  he  was  master  of  the  history  of  the 
medical  and  kindred  professions  in  Ireland,  establishing  the  I 


seniority  of  the  colleges  in  Ireland  and  the  advanced  posi- 
tion of  the  medical, surgical, and  pharmaceutical  professions  in 
Ireland  100  years  back.  It  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  the 
winner  of  the  silver  medal  could  tct  be  present  to  receive  it 
in  public. 

In  response  to  frequent  reports  of  Sir  Gccrge  Duffey,  as 
"visitor  "on  behalf  of  the  Privy  Council,  calling  attention 
to  weak  points  and  low  pass  marks  in  various  subjects  of 
the  Preliminary  examinations,  the  Council  have,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  School  Committee,  resolved  to  raise 
the  standard  of  that  examination,  and  have  sent  forward 
the  amended  regulations  to  the  Privy  Council  for  approval, 
and  we  are  expecting  that  as  soon  as  the  holiday-season  is 
ended  they  will  receive  the  necessary  approval.  Slight 
changes  have  also  been  made  in  the  licence-examinatiorrs. 

The  New  B  P. 

The  issue  of  the  new  Pharmacopccia  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  its  becoming  the  legal  standard  of  medical  require- 
ments as  soon  as  gazetted,  necessitated  its  recognition  in 
the  examination  held  in  July.  Considering  the  short  time  which 
candidates  bad  for  its  digestion,  the  success  at  that  examina- 
tion speaks  well  for  the  diligence  and  intelligence  of  the 
successful  candidates.  This  is  not  the  occasion  to  criticise 
the  work,  but  it  is  a  suitable  one  to  repeat  our  protest  that 
a  work  with  the  suitability  and  practicability  of  which,  as 
most  intimately  concerned,  we  are  most  competent  to  express 
an  opinion,  should  not  be  irrevocably  issued  until  the  retail 
pharmacist  has  had  an  opportunity  of  at  least  expressing  an 
opinion  upon  it,  and  of  criticising  those  parts  which  he  sees 
to  be  objectionable.  We  could  certainly  remind  the  com- 
pilers that  50  per  cent  of  the  medical  men  are  old  practi- 
tioners, and  that  99  per  cent,  of  those  in  practice  would 
prefer  that  their  working-tools  were  not  interfered  with. 
Whatever  was  deleted  or  whatever  might  be  added,  the- 
recognised  and  established  preparations  should  not  be 
whimsically  altered  or  renamed.  We  have  it  authoritatively 
asserted  that  not  only  was  the  pharmacists'  opinion  ignored, 
but  that  the  book  was  not  even  compiled  for  him  ;  "  it 
wasabjokof  reference  — first  to  the  medical  man,  and  in- 
directly for  the  analyst.  Processes  and  their  modus  operandi 
were  ignored,  but  standards  of  purity  and  strength  were 
minutely  detailed.  It  was  a  book  for  the  expert,"  and  as 
such  must  be  judged  on  its  merits.  It  is  not  given  to  us  as. 
a  book  for  the  counter,  or  for  the  busy  pharmacist,  which  all 
previous  Pharmacopoeias  were.  It  is  one  which  will  compel 
us  to  rely,  not  on  our  own  ability  and  material,  but  on  the- 
wholesale  manufacturer  and  his  guarantee,  one  of  the  con- 
sequences of  which  will  be  that  we  will  become  less 
familiar  with  the  crude  drug,  which  there  will  be  no  neces- 
sity for  handling.  It  may  seriously  affect  our  examinations 
and  our  school- classes,  as  our  chief  care  must  be  to  see  to  the 
ability  of  candidates  to  check  the  ready-made  goods  they 
buy. 

About  Dinnees. 

Last  year  was  inaugurated  what  is  hoped  will  be  our 
annual  dinner,  at  which  thirty-eight,  including  guests,  sat 
down  and  spent  a  very  enjoyable  and  social  evening. 

As  President  of  your  Society  I  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  President  and  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  to  dine  with  them  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  where  I 
was  welcomed  and  received  v*ith  all  the  cordiality  and 
honour  which  this  Society  could  expect,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  a  more  reciprocal  feeling  of  good  will 
has  been  fostered  between  the  Societies.  What  I  saw  and 
heard  duriDg  that  visit  convinced  me  that  in  Ireland  we 
enjoy  a  position  with  regard  to  the  medical  profession 
which  is  not  held  by  pharmacists  anywhere  in[Great  Britain, 
in  that  the  Irish  practitioner  prescribes  and  leaves  the  dis- 
pensing to  the  pharmacist.  In  fact,  I  think  I  would  be  safe 
in  saying  that  the  idea  of 

A  Dispensing -Physician 

would  bs  tabooed.  This  is  a  relation  which  we  should  be  careful 
that  no  act  of  ours  should  endanger.  In  England  the  reverse  has 
been  the  long-established  practice,  and  is  difficult  to  uproot, 
particularly  where  each  party  assert  that  their  position  is  one 
of  self-defence.  When  we  are  informed  that  in  the  important 
cathedral  town  of  Salisbury,  for  instance,  every  practising 
doctor  dispenses  his  own  medicine,  except  one  "  firm,"  which 
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sends  all  its  prescriptions  to  one  firm  of  chemists,  the 
chemists  naturally  retaliate  by  keeping  their  customers  out 
of  the  doctors'  hands  as  long  as  possible.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  was  speaking  to  a  "  Minor  "  who  was  in  treaty  with  a 
doctor  who  was  about  to  employ  an  assistant  to  dispense  for 
him,  because  the  local  chemist  refused  to  fill  his  prescrip- 
tions after  11  o'clock,  and  he  decided  if  he  was  to  do  night- 
dispensing  and  keep  someone  for  the  purpose  he  would  do 
all  his  dispensing.  We  in  Dublin  may  think  these  things 
impossible  to  come,  but  we  are  not  sure  but  the  beginning 
has  already  begun  in  country  towns ;  and  if  anything  like 
poaching  begins  we  cannot  tell  the  limits  of  its  conse- 
quences. As  we  want  our  legal  privileges  preserved  we 
should  carefully  regard  the  privileges  of  other  bodies  ;  and 
as  regards  those  privileges  I  would  impress  on  all  that  no 
amount  of  talk  within  our  ranks,  trade  press  writing,  or 
clapping  on  the  back  will  be  of  any  use  unless  you  support 
your  leaders,  and  second  their  efforts  by  bringing  your  case 
prominently  before  the  public,  our  legislators,  and  the 
Government,  taking  care  to  satisfy  them  that  your  claims 
are  not  antagonistic  to  the  public  interests,  and  that  the 
public  are  not  opposed  to  your  claims.  As  public  opinion  is 
made  up  of  educated  or  uneducated  units,  it  becomes  an 
iolluence  on  one  side  or  the  other  as  the  units  are  educated. 
Education  alone  breaks  down  prejudices. 

Our  Schools 

ha<7e  been  conducted  with  the  usual  care  and  ability  of  the 
Professors,  Dr.  Tichborne  and  Dr.  Falkiner,  with  their  as- 
sistants, Mr.  Kelly,  L.P.S.I.,  Mr.  Kerr,  B.A.,  T.C.D.,  and  Mr. 
Henry  O'Connor,  L.P.S.I.,  and  have  been  of  much  benefit 
to  the  students  in  their  preparation,  for  the  examination, 
as  their  successes  indicate.  It  is  the  desire  of  the 
Council  that  those  classes  should  not  either  encourage  or 
facilitate  a  system  of  "  cram,"  but  that  what  is  taught 
should  be  thorough,  so  that  the  student  may  be  able  to  use 
the  knowledge  in  any  difficulty  which  is  presented  to  him 
in  after  practice,  and  not  be  the  possessor  of  a  skimming 
sufficient  to  fool  the  examiner,  but  to  be  of  no  further  use 
to  himself.  We  believe  our  teachers  honestly  endeavour  to 
qualify  the  students  not  only  for  the  purposes  of  the  exami- 
nation, but  to  place  them  in  a  position  ro  be  able  to  go  to 
the  bottom  of  the  subject  if  they  will  but  apply  themselves 
and.  follow  up  the  teaching  they  receive.  We  do  not  appre- 
hend ,that  they  will  be  professors  when  they  have  finished 
the  course,  but  they  will  have  been  practically  helped  on  the 
way  if  they  are  so  inclined. 

The  r<quirements  of  the  new  Pharmacopeia  will  have 
their  effect  on  the  examinations,  which  in  turn  will  require 
extended  knowledge,  particularly  as  to  standardisation  and 
recognition  of  impurities,  which  will  call  for  special  atten- 
tion in  the  schools.  Whether  this  may  be  met  by  another 
special  class  or  by  distributing  the  subjects  in  the  present 
classes  I  cannot  say ;  but  I  fear  it  will  in  any  case  increase 
the  cost  of  education,  whether  we  do  it  or  leave  it  to  the 
grinder  ;  but  in  any  case  betterment  in  education  is  of  more 
importance  than  the  saving  of  a  few  pounds.  The  former 
will  be  a  continual  gain,  the  latter  involve  continued 
anxiety  and  loss. 

The  cost  of  our  lectures  and  licence  to  the  Irish  phar- 
macist is  15/. ;  that  of  student  course  alone  in  the  British 
schools  for  the  courses  taken  separately  amounts  to  48/., 
and  if  the  courses  are  taken  at  once  to  41/.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  the  difference  in  cost  represents  the  differ- 
ence in  value,  but  the  inference  is  that  if  we  are  to  give  the 
equivalent  value  it  must  be  paid  for. 

OrjR  Quarterly  Examinations 

have  been  held  in  compliance  with  the  regulations.  For  the 
Preliminary  95  candidates  presented,  of  whom  51  passed, 
and  20  entered  on  other  certificates — total,  71;  being  an 
increase  of  6  registered  over  the  preceding  year.  For  the 
Licence  60  candidates  presented  (the  same  number  as  last 
year),  of  whom  27  passed,  being  one  more  than  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Of  those  that  presented  themselves  33  were 
re-examined,  21  more  than  twice  For  the  Eegistered- 
druggist  examination  27  presented  for  examination — 21  at 
Belfast,  of  whom  14  passed  ;  6  at  Dublin,  of  whom  4  passed. 

The  total  number  of  passes  was  8  fewer  than  the  preceding 
year. 


This  examination  appears  to  be  giving  way  to  the  law  of 
the  survival  of  the  fittest,  as  in  1397  there  presented  for  ex- 
amination 8  less  than  in  1896,  and  this  year  6  fewer  than 
in  1897. 

For  the  Assistants'  Certificate 
7  presented  and  5  passed,  being  one  mare  than  in  1897. 
The  prospects  of  this  examination  appear  to  be  improving, 
7  having  entered  against  5  in  1897.  I  am  surprised  that 
more  advantage  is  not  taken  of  this  certificate,  as  it  gives 
those  who  have  passed  the  Preliminary,  and  have  had  the 
four  years'  service,  an  opportunity  of  possessing  a  qualifica- 
tion '-to  transact  the  business  of  a  licentiate  in  his  temporary 
absence,"  a  qualification  which  must  carry  its  money  value. 

The  Number  of  Failures 
indicates  that  candidates  under-estimate  the  requirements  of 
the  examinations  and  are  not  sufficiently  prepared,  and  the 
number  who  fail  in  practical  pharmacy  is  much  in  excess  of 
what  might  be  expected  from  those  who  have  been  engaged 
as  apprentices  or  assistants  for  a  period  of  four  years.  The 
present  fashion  of  working  on  "  manufacturers'  stock  of  ready- 
made  articles,"  such  as  pills,  suppositories,  plasters,  liquors, 
and  concentrations,  must  be  largely  at  root  of  the  failures, 
and  makes  us  long  for  a  return  to  the  good  old  days  when  the 
druggist  made,  and  consequently  could  guarantee,  what  he 
sold. 

The  Gold  Medal. 

The  winner  of  the  silver  medal  this  year  very  nearly 
attained  to  the  gold,  and  but  for  some  of  those  innumerable 
little  hindrances  which  attend  all  examinees  he  would  un- 
doubtedly have  possessed  himself  of  it,  but  whether  from 
nervousness,  or  excitement,  or  some  freak  of  the  will,  he  fell 
short  by  one  mark.  We  all  sympathise  with  him,  believing 
that  though  he  did  not  attain  to  it  he  deserved  better. 

The  fact  that  his  health  has  broken  down,  and  that 
Ireland  is  to  lose  his  presence,  increases  our  sympathy,  and 
we  trust  that  the  change  in  climate  which  he  is  ordered  may 
have  the  beneficial  effect  which  is  hoped  for,  and  that  he 
may  be  able  to  visit  us  again,  having  established  his  health 
and  reputation  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Archibald  Clark  Ross 

passed  with  90  per  cent,  in  botany  and  materia  medica,  77 
per  cent,  in  chemistry,  and  72  per  cent,  in  pharmacy — a  total 
of  239,  or  79  66  per  cent. 

This  year  we  have  lost  the  services  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Doran, 
L.P.S.I.,  as  Examiner  in  Chemistry,  and  we  have  elected  Mr. 
Alec  Forbes  Watson,  B.Sc,  whose  appointment  has  been 
approved  by  the  Privy  Council.  Mr.  Watson  has  the  advan- 
tage, in  addition  to  his  extensive  scientific  education,  that 
he  has  assisted  in  the  North  British  examinations  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  He  is  a  B  Sc. 
Edinburgh,  and  Heriot  Fellow  in  Chemistry  of  the  Edin- 
burgh University. 
The  vital  statistics  of  the  Society  are  represented  by  the 


following  figures: — 

On  Register.           Sept.  30,  1897.  Sept.  30, 1898 

Licentiates                                   549  ...  577 

Chemists  and  druggists                   299  ...  294 

Kegistered  druggists                       424  ...  440 

Assistants...       ...       ...       ...       17  ...  22 

1,289  1,333 

Members                                     148  ...  161 

Associate-druggists      ...       ...       52  ...  50 

200  211 

We  have  lost  by  death  : — 

Chemists  and  druggists    5 

Registered  druggists   2 


Within  the  last  fortnight  we  have  learned  from  our  trade- 
journals,  and  privately,  of  the  sad  death  of  Mr.  E.  P.  Murray, 
J.P.,  a  licentiate  and  member  of  the  Council.  He  did  not 
attend  our  meetings  often,  but  when  he  did  his  information 
as  to  the  country  trade  and  conduct  of  law-proceedings  in 
country  courts  was  appreciated  and  of  considerable  assist- 
ance. The  painful  nature  of  his  death,  cut  off  as  he  was  in 
the  prime  of  life  while  attending  to  the  details  of  his  busi- 
ness, makes  the  circumstance  more  melancholy. 


October  8,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


607 


Before  concluding,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  supporc 
which  I  have  received  fr )tn  each  member  of  the  Counci 
during  the  pt-st  year,  espjiially  from  the  members  of  the 
various  com  nittjes,  and  thi  promptitude  with  which  they 
have  answered  my  cUl  on  every  occasion;  th?  ready 
assistance  of  your  Vice-President,  who  undertook  the 
responsibility  for  two  of  the  committees  ;  and,  lastly,  the 
efficient  and  willing  services  of  your  Registrar,  who,  owing 
to  our  evening  meetings  and  heavy  parliamentary  corre- 
spondence, was  severely  taxed  throughout  a  time  when,  in 
preparing  the  Calendar,  he  was  very  much  pressed  by  routine- 
work,  and  later  when,  o  .ving  to  domestic  trouble  ending  in 
sorrow,  he  was  nearly  exhausted  by  night  watches  as  well  as 
day  duties,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  he  never  fell 
behind  in  his  multifarious  duties;  and  I  believe  I  have  the 
support  of  both  Council  and  members,  if  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  our  sympathy  with  him  and  Mrs.  Ferrall 
in  the  sorrow  which  has  fallen  on  them  through  the  death 
of  his  father. 


"  The  President  was  not  Accurate." 

Mr.  McKnight  said  the  address  was  very  able  and 
brilliant,  butthere  was  one  statement  in  it  which  he  would  like 
to  rectify.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  President  was  capable 
of  uttering  anything  that  he  did  not  believe  to  be  true,  but 
tie  was  not  accurate  when  he  said  that  the  "  Ulster  Chemists 
(Limited)  was  an  amalgamation  of  discontented  druggists 
combined  with  a  few  chemists  and  druggists  and  one  or  two 
pharmaceutical  chemists  thrown  in  to  give  a  colour  to  it." 
What  was  the  state  of  affairs  1  The  Ulster  Chemists 
(Limited)  containedeight  pharmaceutical  chemists,  licentiates 
of  the  Irish  Society,  and  four  chemists  and  druggists  in  con- 
nection with  its  branches,  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  being 
Messrs.  McKnight,  Bell,  MoK'nney  (Cookstown),  Anderson 
■(Lisburn),  Fyne  (Coleraine);  Dr.  G ilbraith,apothecary(Derry ), 
and  Acheson  (Ballymena) ;  and  the  chemists  and  druggists, 
Messrs.  Gibson  ( Belfast),  McCrea  (Newry),  Lawson  (Lima- 
vady),  and  Marshall  (Dungaonon).  All  the  businesses  were 
conducted  as  they  were  before  the  amalgamation,  the  in- 
structions to  the  managers  of  the  druggists'  shops  being  not 
to  compound.  He  was  sure  the  President  did  not  desire  to 
mislead  the  licentiates. 

The  President:  I  certainly  accept  the  correction,  but 
my  regret  is  the  greater  that  there  are  so  many  pharmaceu- 
tical chemists  in  the  company. 

The  President  Thanked. 

Mr.  Robinson  said  that  as  a  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  he  was  not  particularly  gra'eful  to  the 
members,  and  they  did  not  care  very  much  about  him  ;  but 
(he  thought  there  should  be  no  acrimonious  discussion  on  the 
President's  address.     He  thought  the  President  had  ad- 
mirably avoided  contentious  matter,  and   that   it  would 
iiave  been  beyond  the  brains  of  all  the  men   he  knew 
connected  with  the  Society  pounded  into  one  to  have 
said  less  than  he  had  done  in  the  nature  of  unpleasant 
reference    to    limited  -  company    trading.     The  Society 
[and  the  Council  had  been  exceedingly  fortunate  in  their 
President  of  the  past  year.    When  the  President  took  up  the 
ioost  he  was  an  untried  man.    He  had  not  been  a  prominent 
[member  of  the  Council,  or  anything  but  a  quiet  hard- 
working member.    He  was  not  even  prominent  as  a  phar- 
macist, as  some  previous  Presidents  like  Charles  Evans,  W. 
f.  Wfclls,  who  had  built  up  a  noble  pharmacy,  and  William 
Ulen,  who  had  succeeded  to  an  extensive  and  important 
pharmacy.  Mr.  Downes  took  up  a  post  of  danger  at  a  critical 
ime;  and  of  all  the  Presidents  that  he  (Mr.  Robinson) 
tad  known  during  his  short  connection  with  the  Society,  he 
ad  been  second  to  none.    (Cries  of  "Hear"  and  hearty 
ilpplause.)    He  had  maintained  the  high  traditions  of  his 
jjffice,  and  had  put  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  more  pro- 
minently before  the  country — whether  for  good  or  evil — 
ian  any  President  before  him  had  done ;  and  those  who 
©proved  of  his  policy — and  they  were  evidently  a  large 
roportion  of  the  members — were  indebted  to  him  for  the 
ork  he  had  done.    He  (Mr.  Robinson)  should  be  personally 
:ry  glad  to-night,  as  one  of  a  little  band  of  outsiders 
jho  were  believed  to  be  acting  illegally,  but  who  believed 
lemselves  to  be  not  acting  illegally,  that  the  President's 


address  should  pass  over  to-night  without  any  further 
discussion.  The  gentleman  who  had  already  spoken  had 
pointed  out  a  grievous  error  in  one  of  the  President's- 
statements,  and  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  show  that  he 
laboured  under  other  errors  also.  But  that  could  not 
detract  from  the  great  advantage  he  had  been  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  or  from  the  glory  that  he  had  shed 
upon  his  office  during  the  past  year.  Therefore  he  (Mr. 
Robinson)  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  that  the  very  best 
thanks  of  the  Society  were  due  to  thu  President  for  his  very 
able  address  and  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair  and  the 
Council  chair  during  the  past  year.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Mr.  Kelly  said  it  gave,  him  the  greatest  possible  pleasure 
to  second  the  vote  of  thanks  to  their  worthy  President. 
During  his  year  of  office  lie  had  scarcely  been  absent  from 
one  meeting  of  the  Council ;  he  had  attended  every  com- 
mittee meeliDg ;  and  the  forbearance — he  might  say  the 
tenderness — with  which  he  sometimes  acted  in  cases  showed 
that  he  was  a  man  of  deep  thought,  and  evidently  anxious  to 
do  what  was  right.  He  seemed  to  take  the  deepest  interest 
in  every  feature  connected  with  the  education  of  the  rising 
pharmacist;  and  if  there  was  a  man  in  Dublin  who  desired 
that  the  pharmacist  should  be  a  fit  companion  for  the 
medical  man  he  would  say  it  was  Robert  J.  Downes. 
He  got  up  meetings  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society  in  the 
most  finished  manner,  bringing  the  Presidents  of  the 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  and  other  men  there 
to  address  them,  thus  raising  the  status  of  the  Society. 
The  two  gentlemen  who  won  the  silver  medals  were  both 
educated  in  the  Society's  schools;  and  another  licentiate, 
also  educated  in  their  schools,  had  won  an  exhibition 
in  the  College  of  Science,  which  entitled  him  to  50/. 
a  year  for  two  years,  and  free  education  in  the  college. 
With  regard  to  the  able  address  of  the  President,  most  of 
them  realised  that  his  desire  was  that  the  interests  of  both 
the  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  the  associate  druggists 
should  be  looked  after ;  that  the  man  who  owned  the  land 
should  reap  what  he  had  sown,  and  that  no  one  should  be 
permitted  to  trespass  on  that  ground  without  a  positive  legal 
ri^ht.  He  (Mr.  Kelly)  I  ad  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at 
the  Health  Congress  and  of  witnessing  the  prominence  which 
the  President  of  the  Section,  Professor  Moore,  assigned  to 
Mr.  Downes,  speaking  of  him  as  the  beau  ideal  of  a  President 
of  the  Society.    (Warm  applause.) 

The  motion  was  pat  by  the  Vice-President  and  unani- 
mously carried. 

The  President,  in  acknowledging  'the  vote,  said  he  had 
done  his  best  ;  and  all  that  he  did  he  did  heartily,  and 
with  a  wish  that  the  Scciety  itself  should  prosper  as 
opposed  to  what  he  might  call  individual  interests.  He 
never  allowed  individual  interests — either  his  own  or  those 
of  others — to  conflict  with  what  he  considered  to  be  for  the 
good  of  the  Society  itself.  With  regard  to  his  position  on 
the  company  question,  it  had  been  clear  throughout.  He 
took  his  stand  on  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  required  that 
the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  a  pharmacy  or  of  a  drug- 
business  should  be  qualified  men.  It  was  a  personal  regret 
to  him  that  they  should  in  future  miss  Mr.  Hayes  and  Mr. 
Conyngham  from  their  Council-board,  but  that  was  inevit- 
able under  the  circumstances.  He  recognised  that  they  and 
Mr.  Robinson  were  fighting  for  the  same  contention  that  he 
and  those  who  concurred  with  him  were — namely,  qualified 
partnerships ;  but  they  bad  been  unfortunately  too  previous. 
Until  the  general  pharmacy  question  was  settled,  and  as 
long  as  there  could  be  a  mixed  company  of  phar- 
maceutical chemists  under  the  Acts,  they  could 
not  distinguish  between  one  limited  company  and 
another.  If  the  mixed  company  question  were  settled 
he  did  not  say  that  they  might  not  have  room  for  a  limited 
company  of  pharmacists  such  as  those  gentlemen  had 
endeavoured  to  start.    But  they  were  before  their  time. 

The  Treasurer's  Statement. 

Mr.  Grindley,  as  Hon.  Treasurer,  then  submitted  a  state- 
ment of  account  for  the  year,  which  gave  details  of  receipt 
and  expenditure  as  to  subscriptions,  pupils'  fees,  school 
outlay,  professors'  fees,  &c,  and  showed  a  balance  to  credit 
in  the  capital  account  of  1,217/. 

Mr.  Gibson  said  that  a  few  weeks  ago  he  heard  a  person 
state  in  the  witness-box  that  he  was  the  paid  inspector  of 
the  Society.    Where  was  that  item  in  the  account  2 
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The  President  :  It  comes  in  under  the  head  of  "law 
costs." 

Mr.  Gibson  :  It  is  a  paid  salary.  I  do  not  think  that 
belongs  to  Jaw  costs. 

Mr.  Wells  :  We  always  put  all  our  expenses  connected 
with  prosecutions  under  the  head  of  "law  costs." 

Mr.  Gibson  :  Why  are  there  two  items  of  law-costs  in  the 
present  financial  statement,  whilst  on  previous  occasions 
there  was  only  one  1 

Mr.  Geindley  :  The  initial  expenses  of  prosecutions  are 
defrayed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Society,  and  are  ordered  by 
the  Council,  the  Law  Committee  being  empowered  to  spend 
a  certain  sum  in  getting  up  evidence  and  soon.  That  comes 
under  the  head  of  "  preliminary  law-expenses."  Of  course, 
Mr.  Clay's  bill  when  sent  in  is  "  law- costs  "  too,  and  is  set 
down  as  a  lump  sum. 

Mr.  Gibson:  Under  which  head  does  the  inspector's  salary 
come  ? 

Mr.  Grindley:  I  should  say,  "Preliminary  law-expenses." 

Mr.  Gibson:  It  is  not  "law-expenses."  It  is  "salary," 
and  I  suggest  that  the  entry  should  be  altered. 

Mr.  Wells  :  If  we  said,  "  Costs  of  law,"  that  would  make 
it  perfectly  right. 

The  President  :  Have  the  auditors  anything  to  say  ? 

Mr.  Simpson  :  I  went  over  the  accounts  with  Dr.  Walsh, 
and  I  have  to  congratulate  the  Society  on  having  such  an 
able  Treasurer  as  Mr.  Grindley.  There  was  not  a  single 
mistake  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

Dr.  Walsh  :  I  endorse  what  Mr.  Simpson  has  said.  We 
looked  at  every  voucher,  and  nothing  escaped  us.  We  both 
felt  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  accounts 
were  presented  to  us. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President,  seconded  by  Mr. 
T.  O'Sullivan,  the  accounts  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Out  of  Order. 
Mr.  S.  Gibson,  associate  druggist,  submitted  the  following 
motion,  pursuant  to  notice: — "That  immediate  steps  be 
taken  to  amend  Regulations  5,  9,  and  10,  relating  to  election 
of  Council." 

The  President  :  I  rule  that  out  of  order,  and  ask  Mr. 
Gibson  to  pass  on  to  his  second  notice  of  motion. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  On  what  grounds  do  you  rule  it  out  of 
older  ? 

The  President:  First  it  is  mandatory,  and  we  have  no 
mandatory  powers.  Secondly,  it  does  not  say  what  form  the 
amendments  are  to  take.  If  it  were  a  request  or  recom- 
mendation to  the  Council,  the  matter  would  be  in  a 
different  position,  but  we  cannot  entertain  it  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  The  reason  I  placed  this  notice  of  motion  on 
the  paper  

The  President  :  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Gibson  ;  I  have  ruled  it 
out  of  order,  and  I  will  have  no  discussion  on  it. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  I  am  just  makiDg  a  few  words  of  observation. 

The  President  :  I  will  not  have  any  observations  on  it.  I 
have  ruled  it  out  of  order.  (Cries  cf  "  Chair  !  ")  You  may 
proceed  with  your  second  motion. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  I  think  you  would  be  quite  in  order  in 
allowing  me  a  few  words. 

The  President  :  I  will  not.  I  have  made  a  rule  that  it 
is  out  of  order,  and  I  will  not  have  my  ruling  questioned. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  This  seems  to  be  in  unison  with  the  other 
action  of  the  Society.    (Shame  !) 

The  President  :  I  will  call  on  Dr.  McWalter  to  proceed, 
if  you  do  not. 

Seven  Seats  foe  the  Druggists. 

Mr.  Gibson  then  moved: — "That  this  meeting  requests 
the  Council  that  in  co-opting  new  members  attention  be 
given  to  the  claims  of  the  registered  druggists  to  seven  seats." 
This  was  not  the  first  time  that  he  had  advocated  the 
claims  of  the  druggists  of  Ireland  at  that  Board,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  say  that  those  claims  had  received  scanty  justice 
from  the  Society.  There  were  at  present  on  the  register 
734  members  of  the  druggists'  body,  whilst  there  were  only 
577  pharmaceutical  chemists.  Those  numbers  entitled 
the  druggists  to  representation  on  the  Council,  and  yet 
they  had  no  representation  at  all.  Nominally  they  were 
given  two  men ;  but  had  these  gentlemen  attended  during 
the  past  year  ?    Besides,  they  did  Lot  represent  the  North 


of  Ireland  druggists,  and  until  they  were  given  representation 
on  the  Board  they  would  not  be  in  sympathy  with  the  Society. 
There  would  be  an  opportunity  now  of  giving  then> 
representation  by  co-opting  gentlemen  who  would  not 
be  voting- machines.  The  druggists  wanted  independent 
men  on  the  Council,  who  would  say  what  they  thought., 
and  not  be  afraid  of  anybody.  In  this  connection 
he  must  say  that  the  members  had,  by  their  vote  to-night, 
cast  discredit  on  themselves  when  they  cast  out  Mr.  Hayes, 
a  gentleman  who  was  an  honoured  President  of  the  Society, 
and  who,  when  it  was  incorporated,  was  thought  fit  to  be  an* 
original  member.  It  was  passing  strange  that  the  members 
should  have  cast  him  aside  after  his  long  and  laborious  work 
in  their  behalf.  For  shame — for  shame!  The  Society  was 
getting  to  be  simply  a  Dublin  Society.  Its  outside  in- 
fluence was  departing  altogether.  Last  year  the  travelling 
expenses  of  the  country  members  amounted  to  2,21.  This 
year  the  amount  was  only  81.  14s.  Two-thirds  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  were  Dublin  gentle- 
men. If  they  wanted  to  command  the  respect 
of  the  country  at  large  they  should  give  representa- 
tion to  the  whole  country.  The  Society  were  forgetting  that 
they  were  not  a  private  clique  for  selfish  ends,  but  were — or 
ought  to  be— a  Government  institution,  and  that  they  were- 
brought  into  existence,  not  to  fill  their  own  pockets  or  create 
a  monopoly,  but  so  to  use  their  influence  that  it  would  tend 
to  the  public  benefit.  Therefore,  once  again — though  it 
might  be  in  vain — he  appealed  to  them  to  give  the  druggists 
of  the  North  of  Ireland  the  representation  on  the  Council 
they  were  entitled  to. 

The  President  :  Does  any  gentleman  second  Mr.  Gibson's 
motion  ? 

Mr.  McKnight  :  I  have  pleasure  in  seconding  it. 

Mr.  Conyngham  said  he  did  not  at  all  blame  any  member 
of  the  Society  for  not  having  voted  for  Mr.  Hayes  and  him- 
self. Whether  they  were  under  a  wrong  impression  or  not, 
he  believed  that  the  great  bulk  of  them  voted  in  accordance 
with  what  they  believed  to  be  right,  and  as  his  friend  Mr. 
Robinson  had  said  that  there  should  be  no  unpleasantness 
that  night  he  would  ask  Mr.  Gibson  to  think  of  what  he 
said.  By  law  only  seven  druggists  could  be  on  the  Council. 
He  (Mr.  Conyngham)  thought  there  ought  to  be  more.  But 
it  lay  entirely  with  themselves.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  had 
the  power  in  their  own  bands,  and  could  turn  the  election 
,  entirely,  and  put  on  the  Council  whom  they  liked,  if  they 
only  paid  their  guinea  a  year  each.  He  (Mr.  Conyngham)  was 
a  North  of  Ireland  man  himself,  and  his  sympathies  ran  a 
good  deal  in  the  direction  of  the  North.  Let  there  be 
a  better  understanding  between  the  pharmaceutical  chemists 
and  the  druggists,  and  let  the  latter  bring  in  all  their 
voting-power.  He  knew  the  feeling  of  most  of  the  Council 
to  be  that  they  desired  to  have  more  druggists  amongst 
them. 

Mr.  Wells  said  it  wa3  not  necessary  to  reply  generally  to 
Mr.  Gibson's  remarks,  because  they  replied  to  themselves. 
But,  as  regarded  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  Mr. 
Gibson  was  distinctly  told  that  if  the  druggists  wanted 
representation  they  should  pay  for  it.  It  was  the  man  who- 
paid  the  piper  that  could  choose  the  tune.  What  was  the  fact 
I  at  the  present  moment  ?  Belfast,  which  he  believed  was  fast 
eclipsing  Dublin  in  population,  had  only  five  druggists  sub- 
scribing to  the  Society,  and  some  of  these  gentlemen,  he 
believed,  were  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  present 
Council.  The  number  of  subscribing  druggists  at  present 
was  fifty-five,  and  only  fifteen  of  these  came  from  the  whole 
North  of  Ireland.  The  druggists  tried  to  sweep  the  decks 
before,  and  did  not  succeed.  If  they  tried  it  again  they 
would  be  satisfied  to  go,  and  let  them  put  in  men 
who  would  work  the  Society  better.  He  believed 
that  at  present  the  Society  had  the  sympathy  of  the 
majority  of  fair-minded  druggists  ;  and  they  certainly  had  the 
sympathy  of  a  large  number  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemists. 
Let  Mr.  Gibson  go  home  to  the  North  of  Ireland  and  tel> 
the  druggists  there  to  loyally  stick  to  their  own  business 
and  leave  compounding  alone,  and  then  they  could  come 
with  more  reason  to  demand  better  treatment  at  their 
hands.  He  (Mr.  Wells)  believed  that  a  large  number  of  the 
druggists  who  subscribed  to  the  Society  had  had  implicit 
confidence  in  the  Councils  of  the  last  few  years.  Year 
after  year  when  the  elections  took  place  Mr.  Gibson 
and  his  friends    never  thought  of  nominating  anyone: 
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Pharmaceutical  chemists  had  asked  druggists  to  come 
on  the  Council,  but  the  latter  had  declined.  What 
they  wanted  were  druggists  who  would  fairly  legislate 
for  both  druggists  and  chemists  ;  but  when  the  druggists 
sent  men  who  in  their  own  shops  in  the  country 
to  city  compounded  prescriptions,  it  was  time  for  the 
Council  to  cry  out.  A  few  years  ago  druggists  sat  at  that 
table  who  dispensed  prescriptions  in  their  shops.  Let  the 
druggists  stick  to  their  own  business,  and  then  they  could 
be  united.  At  present  the  druggists  had  two  representatives 
on  the  Council,  one  beine:  Mr.  Turkirjgton — (applause) — 
whom  they  were  all  pleased  to  have  on  it ;  but  on  account  of 
the  distance  from  Dublin  at  which  he  lived,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  be  with  them  lately.  The  pharmaceutical  chemists  re- 
spected him  because  they  knew  he  did  not  dispense  prescrip- 
tions. 

The  President  said  Mr.  Gibson  had  spoken  of  their  new 
members  as  "  voting-machines."  That  was  a  most  disorderly 
expression,  and  not  applicable  to  any  member  of  the  Council. 
The  members  of  the  Council  voted  as  they  thought  right. 
He  (the  President)  had  as  often  voted  against  Mr.  Wells  as 
with  him. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  Why  were  Mr.  Hayes  and  Mr.  Conyngham 
put  off  1 

The  President  :  They  voted,  and  were  free  to  vote. 
Mr.  Gibson  :  And  were  put  off  because  they  did  vote. 
The  President  then  put  Mr.  Gibson's  motion,  which  was 
negatived. 

The  next  business  was  the  following  notice  of  motion  in 
the  name  of  Dr.  McWalter  : — 

That  as  the  members  of  this  Society  are  aware  that  the  practice 
of  drinking  methylated  spirit  is  largely  on  the  increase  in  Dublin 
and  elsewhere,  they  consider  that  in  future  it  should  be  sold  only 
under  the  regulations  which  govern  the  sale  of  poisons. 

Dr.  McWalter  said  the  above  proposal  was  ODe  of  a 
series  of  reforms  which  he  thought  would  be  beneficial  to 
both  chemists  and  druggists  ;  but  as  those  reforms  had  been 
repudiated,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  take  up  time 
by  pressing  his  resolution,  and  he  therefore  withdrew  it. 

This  concluded  the  business  of  the  annual  meeting. 


The  Annual  Dinner. 

The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  was  held  at  the 
Shelbourne  Hotel,  Dublin,  on  Tuesday  evening,  October  4. 
The  company  numbered  o^er  forty,  and  included  Mr.  Field, 
M.P.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Campbell,  M  P  ;  Sir  G.  Duffey,  M.D  ,  President 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Ireland  ;  Sir  C.  Cameron, 
M.D. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Swan,  President  of  the  Rojal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  Ireland  ;  Professor  J.  W.  Moore,  M.D  ;  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Press;  most  of  the  Dublin  members  of 
the  Council ;  Mr.  McKnight  and  Mr.  S.  Gibson,  from  Belfast ; 
and  Mr.  Connor,  from  Newry. 

After  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen "  had  been  cordially 
honoured, 

The  President  proposed  "The  Houses  of  Parliament."  He 
said  they  had  a  grievance  against  both  Houses,  in  that  they 
had  addressed  both  but  neither  had  deigned  to  reply. 
They  were  willing  to  give  the  House  of  Lord  another  couple 
of  years  of  life,  but  they  were  hoping  for  better  things  from 
the  House  of  Commons.  They  had  the  representative  of 
their  own  division  (Mr.  Campbell)  with  them,  and  Mr.  Field 
had  promised  to  attend,  but  he  was  no  doubt  serving  his 
country  elsewhere.  [Mr.  Field  came  in  somewhat  later.] 
He  was  sure  they  could  rely  on  both  these  members  to 
assist  them  when  the  necessity  arose. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  he  was  sorry  Mr.  Field  was  not  pre- 
sent. He  differed  with  Mr.  Field  on  many  points,  but  in 
matters  concerning  the  city  and  the  country  Mr.  Field  had 
done  excellent  service.  Moreover,  his  own  experience  in  the 
House  of  Commons  had  not  been  long  enough  to  enable  him 
to  discover  the  use  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  com- 
munity. Perhaps  Mr.  Field  would  have  been  able  to 
enlighten  them.  He  wished  to  say  a  word  concerning  the 
President.  He  had  known  him  for  many  years,  and  had 
always  respected  him,  especially  for  what  he  regarded  as  his 
innocence  and  simplicity.  Since  he  had  become  a  membar 
of  Parliament  he  had  discovered  that  Mr.  Downes's  innocence 
and  simplicity  were  really  the  guile  of  the  heathen  Chinee, 
assumed  to  better  accomplish  the  ends  of  the  Society. 
Joking  apart,  however,  he  considered  the  work  of  the  Phar- 


maceutical Society  of  Ireland  was  an  illustration  of  what  a 
small  but  united  bedy  could  do  for  the  promotion  of  their 
interests  when  those  interests  coincided  with  the  interests  of 
the  public  at  large.  The  phaimaceutica!  body  had  raised 
the  compounding  of  medicines  and  the  vending  of  poisons  tc- 
the  dignity  of  a  skilled  profession,  and  for  his  part  he  should 
certainly  always  oppose  any  legislation  -which  he  thought 
was  calculated  to  diminish  the  dignity  of  that  profession. 

The  next  toast  was  that  of  "  The  Presidects  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Ireland,"  and  the 
Chairman  said  they  valued  the  presence  of  these  gentlemen 
with  them,  as  it  represented  to  them  that  they  had  with 
them  the  sympathy  of  the  profession  He  assured  them  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  no  desire  to  encroach  in  any 
way  on  the  work  of  the  medical  profession,  or  to  encourage 
pharmacists  to  ape  the  doctor. 

Sir  George  Duffey,  in  responding  as  President  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Ireland,  traced  the  association 
of  the  College  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  had 
always  had  a  kindly  feeling  for  the  Society,  which  might 
almost  be  said  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians.  In  its  early  years  the  College  had  given  the 
Society  a  home,  and  had  also  given  to  it  its  first  president, 
Sir  Dominic  Corrigan,  and  its  first  vice-president,  Dr.  Aquila 
Smith.  Sir  George  Duffey  said  his  personal  connection 
with  the  Society  had  extended  over  seventeen  years,  four 
years  as  an  examiner,  and  the  last  thirteen  years  as  the  Privy- 
Council  visitor,  so  that  he  almost  felt  as  one  of  them.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  had  done  a  good  work, 
evidence  of  which  could  be  seen  in  the  better  pharmacists  and 
higher-class  pharmacies  which  might  be  found  throughout 
Ireland.  He  was  also  glad  to  believe  that  a  cordial  feeling  of 
esteem  existed  between  that  Society  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  though  he  regretted  that  they  had 
not  reached  the  stage  of  reciprocity  of  certificates,  which  he 
hoped  would  one  day  be  attained.  The  examination  showed 
a  steady  improvement,  though  there  was  still  too  much 
evidence  of  superficial  education.  He  thought  the  tendency 
of  the  examiners  ought  not  to  be  to  add  to  the  subjects  or  to 
raise  the  pass  standard  so  much  as  to  make  all  departments 
of  the  examination  more  searching,  more  thorough,  and 
more  practical.  Sir  Gsorge  Duffey  concluded  by  some 
reference  to  the  association  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  adding  carbolic  acid  and 
other  poisons  to  the  schedule. 

Mr.  Swan,  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
Ireland,  also  briefly  replied. 

The  next  toast  on  the  list  was  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,"  and  the  President,  in  proposing 
it,  said  they  had  hoped  to  have  had  the  company  of  the 
President  of  that  Society.  His  many  other  engagements, 
however,  had  prevented  his  attending.  He  should,  there- 
fore, call  upon  Mr.  Simpson,  a  former  member  of  the  British 
Society,  to  respond. 

Mr.  Simpson  said  it  was  so  long  since  he  had  been 
associated  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain? 
that  he  had  lost  touch  with  it.  He  knew,  however,  that  it 
was  a  great  Society,  and  had  laboured  long  to  attain  its 
present  prosperous  condition. 

Sir  George  Duffey,  in  proposing  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,"  paid  some  warm  compliments  to  its 
President,  though  he  said  he  could  only  endorse  what  Mr. 
Campbell  had  already  said  concerning  him.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  Sir  George  said  he  was  a  careful  reader  of 
the  trade  journal,  and  he  was  sure  he  derived  great  benefit 
from  this  exercise ;  but  he  must  say  he  was  often  puzzled  by 
the  mysterious  initials  which  he  often  found  there,  such  as> 
P.A.T.A.,  C.A.M.W.A.L.,  and  others.  But  there  was  one  set 
of  initials  which  he  had  met  with,  and  which  he  thought 
particularly  applicable  to  their  Chairman.  He  would  desig- 
nate him  the  G.O.M.  of  Irish  pharmacy. 

The  President  said  it  was  not  for  him  personally  to 
overshadow  the  Society.  He  acknowledged  gratefully  the 
debt  the  Society  owed  to  the  Rojal  College  of  Physicians, 
who,  as  Sir  George  Duffey  had  reminded  them,  had  cradled 
themandwatched  over  their  infancy.  They  had  passed  through 
the  stages  of  childhood,  of  boyhood,  and  of  young  mannish- 
ness,  and  had  now  reached  the  maturity  of  manhood.  They 
had  striven  to  provide  competent  men  for  the  public  service 
and  to  do  the  work  which  Parliament  bad  given  them  to  do. 
He  felt  very  much  gratified  at  the  gracious  woids  which 
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Sir  George  Duffeyand  Mr.  Campbell  had  spoken  concerning 
himsflf. 

"  Science "  was  the  next  toast,  briefly  proposed  by  the 
President,  -who  called  on  Sir  Charles  Cameron  and  Dr. 
J.  VV.  Moore  to  respond.  Sir  Charles  Cameron  said  they 
took  it  as  a  compliment  to  be  called  upon  at  a  moment's 
notice  to  respond  for  such  a  subject.  Most  people  wanted  a 
little  time  to  prepare  their  impromptu  speeches.  To  speak 
on  science  generally  was  a  large  order.  He  should  not  that 
evening  go  into  the  whole  range  of  sciences  from  chemistry 
to  palreoctology.  He  should  confine  his  remarks  to  the 
science  of  pharmacy.  In  old  times  remedies  were  chosen 
for  their  noisome  and  disgusting  qualities ;  crabs'  eyes, 
toasted  wood-lice,  and  such-like  diugs  were  the  ingredients 
selected  for  their  medicines.  Even  in  his  own  youth  he 
would  rather  undergo  a  minor  surgical  operation  than 
take  a  dose  of  mf  clicine.  The  modern  science  of  pharmacy, 
with  its  bi-palatinoids,  tabloids,  colloids,  and  other  "oids," 
had  made  medicine  so  pleasant  that  it  had  become  a  pleasure 
to  take  it.  Therefore  they  had  done  much  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  their  fellow- creatures. 

Dr.  Mooke,  who  also  claimed  association  with  the  Society 
as  a  past  examiner,  also  responded.  The  guests  were  next 
welcomed  by  Professor  Tichborne,  and  for  them  the 
principal  spokesman  was 

Mr.  Field,  M.P.,  who  said  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  who  was 
as  good  at  a  pun  as  he  was  in  science,  had  remarked  that 
he  guessed  he  was  a  guest.  Sir  Charles  ought  to  have  in- 
cluded gastronomy  in  his  speech  on  science;  he  was  an 
authority  on  that  subject.  He  (Mr.  Field)  was  convinced 
of  the  good  work  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  doing. 
In  this  age  of  competition  it  was  necessary  for  every  trade 
and  profession  to  organise  and  combine,  and  in  his  opinion 
this  was  especially  necessary  in  pharmacy.  They  were 
charged  with  most  dangerous  and  important  duties,  and  he 
considered  that  no  man  ought  to  be  permitted  to  handle 
drugs  unless  he  had  been  proved  to  be  qualified.  In  qualify- 
ing such  men  he  held  that  this  Society  was  doing  a 
service  to  the  community.  He  had  endeavoured  to 
be  of  some  use  to  them  in  Parliament,  and  he 
hoped  to  have  oppportunities  of  being  of  service 
to  them  in  the  future.  But  they  ought  to  get  a  phar- 
maceutical chemist  in  the  House  to  voice  their  wants. 
As  a  practical  politician,  he  thought  it  was  very  desirable 
that  every  important  class  should  be  so  represented.  They 
wanted  some  more  doctors,  too,  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
For  his  part  he  was  quite  ready  to  swop  an  odd  lawyer 
or  two  for  a  few  more  doctors.  He  liked  these  dinners. 
They  made  people  know  each  other.  His  experience  of 
public  life  had  taught  him  that  when  he  came  to  know 
people  he  found  them  all  much  better  than  he  thought. 
The  vast  majority  of  men  were  governed  by  good  motives. 

Mr.  Clay,  Dr.  O'Donovan,  and  Mr.  Butler  (one  of  the 
singers)  also  responded. 

"  The  Press"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Beggs  (Vice-President), 
and  was  associated  with  the  names  of  the  Editor  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  and  Mr.  Macartney,  of  the 
Freeman's  Journal.  Sir  C.  Cameron  proposed  the  health 
of  Mr.  Ferrall,  the  Secretary,  and  the  meeting  concluded 
with  hearty  cheers  for  the  President. 

Quartettes  were  sung  in  the  course  of  the  evening  by 
Messrs.  Butler,  Gilligan,  Grindley,  and  Wells,  and  several 
comic  songs  were  cleverly  rendered  by  Mr.  Murchison. 


Council  =  meeting'. 

At  the  Council-meeting  held  on  Wednesday  at  3  o'clock 
(present — Messrs.  Downes,  Beggs,  Wells,  Kelly,  O'Sullivan, 
Porter,  Bernard,  Dr.  Walsh,  Simpson,  Tichborne,  Connor, 
Brittain,  and  Michie),  Mr.  Downes  was  re-elected  President, 
Mr.  Beggs,  Vice-President,  Mr.  Grindley,  Treasurer,  Messrs. 
Simpson  and  Walsh  Auditors,  and  Messrs.  Tate  and  Brittain 
were  added  to  the  Law  Committee.  The  gold  medal  was 
awarded  to  Archibald  Clarke  Ro3S  for  the  bsst  answering  at 
the  Licence-examination,  he  having  taken  239  marks  ouc  of 
300.  The  silver  medal  was  awarded  to  Matthew  Campbell 
with  237  marks.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bernard,  an  index  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  licentiates  of  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
chemists  and  druggists,  and  registered  druggists  keeping 
open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
pared. 


We  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  McKnieht 
of  Belfast : — 

Sra —Of  the  many  allegations  made  by  the  President,  in  his 
address  at  the  annual  meeting  (held  on  Mondav  evening),  against 
the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited),  there  is  one  which  I  omitted  to 
contradict  at  the  meeting— i.e.,  "  that  cyanide  of  potassium  was 
purchased  by  a  man  at  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Ulster  Chemists 
(Limited),  and  was  not  registered  according  to  law."  This  state- 
ment is  incorrect.  The  real  facts  are  as  follows :— The  assistant 
supplied  cyanide  of  potassium  to  a  man,  who  was  a  regular 
customer,  on  being  told  that  it  was  to  be  used  for  cleaning  gold 
lace ;  the  sale  was  registered  and  signed  for  by  the  purchaser  in 
the  poisons-book,  and  initialled  by  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  in 
charge. 

Mr.  Downes  was  evidently  misinformed,  or  he  would  not  have 
made  such  a  groundless  charge. 

I  again  take  this  opportunity  of  strenuously  objecting  to  the 
President  using  his  position  to  make  reckless  charges,  without 
proper  investigation,  on  subjects  altogether  outside  the  range  of  a 
presidential  address.       Yours  truly, 

R.  W.  McKnight,  M.P.S.I., 
Director,  The  Ulster  Chemists 
Granville  Hotel,  Dublin,  (Limited). 
October  5. 


Savino  ^Doctors'  IMsitmcHbtlla. 


MR.  E.  N.  WOOD,  Deputy-Coroner,  held  an  inquest  at 
Bermondsey  Town  Hall,  on  Saturday,  regarding  the 
death  of  George  Dyer  (62),  a  hoop-bender.  The  widow 
stated  that  her  husband  was  seized  with  diarrhoea  and  sick- 
ness, and  witness  went  to  "  Dr."  Wiggins,  chemist,  of 
Southwark  Park  Road,  and  got  a  bottle  of  his  diarrboea- 
mixture.  She  subsequently  obtained  another  bottle,  which 
her  husband  took.  He,  however,  did  not  recover,  and  died 
on  Thursday  morning.  The  Coroner:  Why  did  not  you 
call  in  a  doctor  ?  Witness:  He  would  not  have  one.  Over 
and  over  again  I  advised  him  to  have  a  doctor,  but  he 
refused.  He  had  great  faith  in  "  Dr."  Wiggins's  mixtures. 
Dr.  Merry,  who  made  a  post-mortem  examination,  stated 
that  death  was  due  to  syncope  following  exhaustion  caused 
by  the  diarrhoea.  Mr.  Henry  Wiggins,  M.P.S.,  of  Oak  House, 
Southwark  Park  Road,  who  had  been  summoned,  desired  to 
give  evidence.  He  stated  that  he  saw  the  wife  only  once, 
when  she  asked  for  a  bottle  of  diarrhcea-mixture,  remarking 
that  she  had  already  had  one  bottle,  and  that  after  taking  it 
her  husband  was  much  better,  but  the  sickness  would  not 
stop.  She  then  said  her  husband  had  been  "  boozing."  As 
this  was  the  case,  witness  added  certain  ingredients,  which 
he  named,  to  the  mixture.  She  then  let t,  and  witness 
knew  no  more  until  summoned.  At  this  point  witness, 
turning  to  Dr.  Merry,  handed  him  the  prescription,  and 
asked  if  that  was  not  the  proper  mixture  to  give  in  such  a 
case.  The  doctor,  however,  discarded  the  paper,  and  made 
no  reply.  Addressing  the  Coroner,  witness  said  that  he  was 
called  "  Doctor "  by  many  of  his  customers,  but  he  could 
not  help  that.  The  Coroner :  No  ;  of  course,  you  cannot 
help  what  people  call  you.  (To  Dr.  Merry).  Do  you  think 
that  the  drink  accelerated  death?  Dr.  Merry:  Oh,  yes;  I 
think  so.  The  Coroner :  You  did  not  say  anything  about 
that  before.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance 
with  the  medical  evidence.  Immediately  after  the 
jury  had  given  their  verdict  one  of  their  number 
rose  and  remarked  that  he  had  had  "  Dr."  Wiggins's 
mixtures,  and  bad  always  fonnd  them  do  good.  Two 
other  jurymen  also  referred  to  the  beneficial  results  of  the 
mixtures  from  personal  experience  ;  whilst  a  fourth,  an  old 
man,  got  up  and  observed,  "  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have  had 
Mr.  Wiggins's  mixture  for  fourteen  years,  and  I  have  never 
had  to  have  a  doctor."  Mr.  Wiggins  (dramatically)  :  Thank 
you,  gentlemen.  I  have  been  in  Bermondsey  over  thirty 
years,  and  I  have  always  lived  in  envy  ;  but  better  live  in 
envy  than  pity.  I  do  not  want  anything  of  them  (meaning 
doctors).    The  incident  then  closed. 

Mr.  Wiggins,  who  has  a  very  large  connection  in  the  dis 
trict,  has  called  forth  much  opposition  from  medical  men 
through  the  wide  circulation  of  a  self-prescribing  list,  by 
the  aid  of  which  the  most  ignorant  can  physic  themselves 
for  any  particular  complaint.    It  is  headed  : — 

Treat  (by  the  aid  of  this)  your  Ills, 
And  so  save  Doctors'  Visiting  Bills. 
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Correspondence. 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  tlie  paper  only.   Letters,  with 
Notice  to     or  wit;icut  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  authenti- 
Correaijoa-     ,   ,  ,     ,,  ,     ,  ,  ,  ,,  ., 

dents  cated  by  the  name  and  address  of  tlie  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apj>ly  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Gregory's  Powder. 

SiK, — As  the  leading  firm  of  magnesia-manufacturers  in 
Great  Biitain,  we  have  naturally  been  much  interested  in 
the  prosecutions  which  have  taken  place  with  reference  to 
Gregory's  powder,  and  the  correspondence,  especially  the 
article  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  in  your  September  21  issue. 

From  our  own  experience  we  have  found  that  calcined 
magnesia,  when  either  freely  exposed  to  the  air,  or  in  a 
corked  and  capsuled  bottle  from  which  the  cork  is  occasionally 
removed  to  take  out  the  quantity  of  calcined  magnesia  for 
use,  absorbs  moisture  and  also  carbonic-acid  gas  from  the 
atmosphere.  We  have  made  a  great  many  experiments  to 
test  the  rapidity  of  absorption  and  the  quantities  of  these 
two  constituents  respectively.  Freshly  calcined  magnesia 
shows  quite  an  inappreciable  loss  on  ignition— namely,  from 
about  0  1  per  cent,  and  not  exceeding  0  5  percent,  of  weight. 
A  sample  exposed  freely  to  the  air  in  a  loose  wooden  box  for 
six  months  on  calcination  lost  about  11-3  per  cent. ;  of  this 
loss  5  per  cent,  was  carbonic-acid  gas,  and  6  3  per  cent,  water. 
Another  sample  exposed  for  three  days  gave  a  total  loss  of 
2  4  per  cent.,  which  was  also  principally  water.  The  above 
sample,  which  after  continuous  exposure  had  attracted  113 
per  cent,  of  water  and  carbonic  acid,  when  heated  to  100°  C. 
lost  practically  nothing :  whereas  at  about  170°  C.  the  loss 
was  2  per  cent.  The  ordinary  carbonate  of  magnesia  is 
hydrated  carbonate,  and  usually  contains  33  per  cent, 
carbonic  acid  and  17  per  cent,  of  combined  water ;  so  that  it 
is  clear  that  it  would  be  erroneous  to  calculate  carbonate  of 
magne'ia  from  the  loss  by  ignition  of  exposed  samples  of 
of  calcined  magnesia,  seeing  that,  in  carbonate  magnesia, 
the  carbonic  acid  and  water  are  as  38  to  17,  while  in  exposed 
samples  of  magnesia  the  reverse  is  the  case,  the  water 
always  being  in  excess  of  the  carbonic  acid.  This  is 
also  proved,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Umney's  paper,  by  the 
evidently  small  amount  of  effervescence  shown  by  exposed 
samples  of  magnesia  when  dissolved  in  acid.  It  appears 
to  us  from  the  above  that  the  only  safe  method  of 
testing  is  to  liberate  the  carbonic-acid  gas  by  dissolving  in 
acid  and  absorbing  the  gas  in  a  suitable  apparatus  giving  the 
direct  estimation,  from  which  can  be  calculated  the  equivalent 
of  ordinary  hydrated  carbonate.  The  method  we  generally 
use  is  to  ignite  a  sample,  the  loss  giving  the  total  amount  of 
water  and  CO..  Another  sample  is  then  treated  with  acid  in 
slight  excess,  the  carbonic-acid  liberated  being  absorbed 
either  in  baryta  water  and  the  barium  carbonate  weighed  in 
the  usual  manner,  or  absorption  may  be  by  caustic  potash  with 
chloride  of  calcium  in  the  usual  manner  adopted  in  organic 
analysis. 

Trusting  that  these  few  facts  may  be  of  use  to  your 
readers  and  throw  some  light  on  the  vexed  question  of 
Gregory's  powder,  we  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 
The  Washington  Chemical  Company  (Limited). 
Washington  Station,  Oct.  4. 

Sib, — As  we  believe  that  we  were  the  first  to  defend  a 
summons  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  concerning  this 
article,  brought  against  a  valued  customer  of  ours  of  over 
sixty  years'  standing  (one  who  would  not  have  lowered 
himself  to  use  one  article  because  it  was  slightly  cheaper 
than  the  other,  as  the  Magistrate  suggested),  and  as  Dr. 
Muter,  the  analyst,  makes  an  inference  in  his  letter  in  your 
last  number,  we  should  much  like  to  know  from  Dr.  Muter, 
if,  considering  the  evidence  that  has  now  been  brought  to 
light  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney's  most  careful  research,  he,  Dr. 
Muter,  is  prepared  to  state  still  that  what  he  has  found  in 


the  Gregory's  powder  in  question  was  all  carbonate  of 
magnesia,  or  whether  it  was  some  other  substance  which 
had  been  generated  after  mixing  the  powders  ?  We  ourselves 
had  a  sample  of  6  oz.  of  Gregory's  powder  specially  made 
from  a  fresh  bottle  of  Pattinson's  calcined  magnesia  and,  the 
best  East  Indian  rhubarb  and  Jamaica  ginger,  which  we 
sent  to  two  well-known  analysts,  both  of  whom  reported  that 
they  contained,  approximately,  one-third  calcined  magnesia, 
one-third  carbonate,  and  the  remaining  one-third  rhubarb 
and  ginger.  Curiously  enough,  this  was  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  proportion  found  in  the  Gregory's  powder  in  the  case  we 
defended  (and  upon  which  the  Magistrate,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
convicted),  but  which  was  not  mixed  by  ourselves.  We  have 
had  several  original  bottles  of  calcined  magnesia  analysed, 
and  they  contained  between  2  to  6  per  cent,  of  carbonate. 
How  then  does  Dr.  Muter  account  for  such  a  difference  after 
the  magnesia  has  been  mixed  with  the  rhubarb  and  ginger  ? 
The  defence  was,  that  exposure  had  produced  the  formation 
of  a  large  per  cent,  of  carbonate,  but  from  subsequent  research, 
we  more  correctly  should  have  pleaded  that  a  reaction  had 
taken  place  (generating  a  carbonate  or  other  body),  which  at 
present  most  of  the  analysts  (not  excluding  Dr.  Muter) 
have  apparently  overlooked.  The  subject  is  of  such  importance 
to  honest  traders  that  we  have  considered  it  our  duty  to  fully 
place  these  facts  before  the  trade,  so  that  traders  of  sixty 
years'  standing  and  others  should  be  protected  from  the 
stigma  of  an  unwarranted  conviction. 

We  are,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Jewry  Street,  E.C.,  October  5.   Baiss  Brothers  &  Co. 

Pharmaceutical  Education  in  US  A. 

Sib, — In  a  recent  issue  of  your  journal  1  observe  some 
inaccuracies  relative  to  the  schools  of  pharmacy  and  require- 
ments for  graduation  in  pharmacy  in  the  United  States 
which  I  desire  to  correct.  The  degree  of  Pharmaceutical 
Chemist  was  first  conferred  in  the  United  States  by  the 
University  of  Michigan.  That  degree  stands  for  a  course 
occupying  two  full  university  years,  each  embracing  from 
eight-and-one-half  to  nine  months  of  solid  work.  The  dis- 
tinguishing feature  of  the  course  for  the  degree  of  Phar- 
maceutical Chemist  is  the  thorough  laboratory  training  it 
includes.  The  practice,  recently  indulged  in  by  some  of  our 
pharmaceutical  schools  and  colleges,  of  conferring  the  degree 
of  Pharmaceutical  Chemist  upon  students  who  have  not  had 
that  laboratory  training  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  but 
will,  of  course,  in  time  be  checked.  The  honour  of  having 
been  the  first  to  discard  drug-store  experience  as  a  require- 
ment for  graduation  in  pharmacy  does  not  belong  to  me,  as 
your  article  states.  It  is  true  that  during  the  past  few 
years  I  have  taken  active  part  in  the  discussion  of  that, 
question,  but  the  Universities  of  Michigan  and  Purdue  and 
the  State  University  of  Ohio  were  conferring  pharmaceutical 
degrees  without  regard  to  drug-store  practice  before  the 
school  with  which  I  am  connected  adopted  the  same  plan,  so 
that  your  statement  that  the  North-western  University  School 
of  Pharmacy  was  the  first  to  adopt  the  "  no-store-experience- 
idea  "  is  not  correct.  Another  error  into  which  the  readers 
of  your  article  might  easily  fall  is  the  assumption  that  a 
college  year  is  a  definite  quantity  in  the  schools  of  pharmacy 
of  the  United  States.  You  should  not  overlook  the  fact  that 
in  some  schools  of  pharmacy  in  this  country  the  college  year 
means  nine  months  of  solid  work  with  the  student's  entire 
time  and  attention  occupied  upon  his  studies  and  laboratory 
courses,  whereas  in  other  schools  it  means  six  months  in  the 
year  with  more  than  one-half  of  the  student's  time  devoted  to 
drug-store  employment.  It  is  not  possible  that  anyone  engaged 
in  pharmaceutical  educational  work  in  the  United  States  can 
be  more  in  earnest  than  I  am  in  the  insistence  upon  a  sufficient 
amount  of  the  right  kind  of  practical  experience  in  pharmacy 
as  one  of  the  essentials  to  the  completion  of  the  preparation 
for  the  profession ;  but  I  am  one  of  the  many  who  believe 
that  the  schools  and  colleges  of  pharmacy  have  nothing  to 
do  with  that  drug-store  experience,  since  they  can  neither 
furnish  it  nor  verify  it.  I  presume  from  the  mention  you 
make  of  the  pharmaceutical  schools  in  Canada  and  other 
I  British  colonies,  that  you  think  the  pharmaceutical  schools 
I  and  colleges  of  the  United  States  have  as  intimate  a  relation 
i  to  the  pharmacy  laws  as  the  institutions  in  the  colonies 
I  referred  to  [By  no  means. — Ed.].  In  that  you  are  mistaken. 
|  The  colleges  of  pharmacy  in  the  United  States  do  not  license 
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any  Pharmacist  or  Assistant  Pharmacist.  The  State  Boards 
do  that,  and  there  is  no  connection  between  the  State  Boards 
and  the  colleges.  The  enforcement  of  a  sufficient  amount 
ot  practical  experience  as  a  requirement  for  registration  and 
license  belongs  to  the  State  Boards  of  Pharmacy  and  in  no 
sense  to  the  schools.  Yours  truly, 

2421  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  OsCAE  Oldberg. 

September  22. 

An  Ethical  Question. 

Sir,  —  In  refusing  to  supply  morphia  to  morphia- 
maniacs,  "It.  B."  is  seemingly  decided  he  is  morally  correct. 
Let  me  put  the  other  side  of  ihe  question.  Is  "  R.  B."  aware 
that  death  frequently  ensues  when  morphia  is  withheld  from 
morphia-maniacs?  If  such  death  occurred  by  his  refusing 
morphia  be  is  morally  responsible,  because  morphia  is  prac- 
tically food  to  the  maniac.  This  fact  is  acted  upon  in  her 
Majesty's  ptisons,  where  prisoners  addicted  to  morphia  are 
allowed  a  certain  quantity  on  the  doctor's  recommendation 
during  incarceration.  My  suggestion  to  such  as  "  R.  B."  is, 
do  not  refuse  to  supply,  but,  as  "Observer"  remarks, 
"remonstrate''  with  customer.  Such  remonstrance,  when 
freed  from  hypocrisy,  clears  the  ground  of  moral  responsi- 
bility. Where  possible,  attempt  to  get  the  maniac  into  a 
home  of  confinement  (the  only  true  treatment  for  the 
disease).  Under  the  treatment  there  the  true  man  asserts 
himself,  and  his  system  is  cleared  from  the  poison.  Two 
years  is  generally  necessary  for  this.  I  question  very  much 
whether  "  R.  B.'s"  reclaimed  customer  stood  the  test  of  years. 
Students  of  the  laws  of  periodicity  know  full  well,  if  the 
poison  is  left  to  lurk  in  the  system,  a  time  will  come  when 
the  supposed  reclaimed  will  relapse.  As  the  subject  is 
ethical,  let  me  quote  for  guidance  a  passage  occurring  in  the 
"  Bhagavad-Gita,''  the  oldest  ethical  work  in  existence  : — 
"  As  the  ignorant  perform  the  duties  of  life  from  the  hope  of 
reward,  so  the  wise  man,  from  the  wish  to  bring  the  world  to 
duty  and  benefit  mankind,  should  perform  his  actions 
without  motives  of  interest."        Yours  respectfully, 

Forest  Gate,  E.,  October  4.  Walter  Forbes. 

Soda  water  not  B  P. 

Sir, — I  observe  from  last  week's  C.  4'  D-  that  Mr.  John 
Butterworth  was  fined  10*.  Qd.  and  costs  for  selling  soda- 
water  without  soda.  The  borough  analyst  stated  that  there 
should  have  been  "  15  gr.  in  each  bottle  "  (presumably  10  oz.). 
It  is  well  known  that  soda-water  of  this  strength  is  unsale- 
able to  the  general  public,  and  it  has  been  omitted  from  the 
1898  B.P.  Under  these  circumstances  I  think  the  best 
defence  would  have  been  to  show  that  the  borough  analyst's 
evidence  was  founded  on  an  official  standard  which  had 
ceased  to  exist,  and  was  therefore  worthless. 

Yours  truly, 

Soda-water.  (53/65.) 

%*  Owing  to  exceptional  pressure  on  the  increased  space  of 
this  issue  rue  are  unable  to  find  room  for  much  corre- 
spondence which  is  in  type,  including  more  about 
Borax  -  and  -  Mucilage  Mixture  and  the  Facsimile 
Prescription. 


Braxton  Hicks  and  Ceichton  Browne.— At  an  inquest 
which  he  held  on  Thursday,  concerning  the  death  of  a  mili- 
tary officer  from  strychnine-poisoning,  Mr.  Braxton  Hicks, 
referring  to  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne's  address,  said  it  was 
a  public  function,  at  which  the  press  was  admitted,  and 
the  lecturer  knew  that  a  part,  at  all  events,  of  his  observa- 
tions would  be  reported.  Yet  he  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  organic  poisons  well  known  to  medical  men 
which  could  be  used  with  impunity,  without  the  slightest 
fear  of  detection,  but  they  were  rarely  or  never  used  illegiti- 
mately. He  (the  Coroner)  thought  it  was  a  very  great  pity 
that  a  person  in  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne's  position  should  go 
out  of  his  way  to  point  out  what  people  should  do  if  they 
wished  to  poison  others.  Coroners  throughout  England 
were  endeavouring  as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  poisons 
being  u^ed  without  detection,  but  the  lecture  referred  to 
was  not  likely  to  further  the  ends  of  justice.  Some  people 
in  authority  in  the  criminal  law  had  mentioned  the  matter 
to  him,  and  expressed  their  surprise.  Sir  J.  Crichton 
Browne  should  have  thought  twice  before  he  disseminated 
such  knowledge. 


ftrafcc  TRcport 


Notice  to  Retail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "  Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473.  C.i.f.  quotations 
are  for  London  unless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are  particularly  requested  to  note  thai 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  by  guarantee  of  genuineness. 


DU3INE33  this  week  has  been  quiet  on  the  whole,  and 
there  are  few  alterations  to  record  in  leading  articles. 
The  chief  movement  has  been  in  crude  camphor,  which  has 
advanced  by  9s.  per  cwt.  It  is  rumoured  that  the  German 
refiners  have  agreed  to  another  advance,  but  nothing  definite 
is  as  yet  announced.  More  inquiry  is  springing  up  for  cod- 
liver  oil  as  the  winter  approaches.  Ipecacuanha  has  qoietel 
down  since  the  auctions,  but  holders  are  not  eager  sellers. 
No  Rio  root  has  arrived  this  week. 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Agar-agar 
Camphor 
Cocoa-butter 
Dragon-blood 
Golden  seal 
Oil,  pimento 
Oil,  turpentine 
Shellac 

Calumba 
Coriander 
Ergot  of  rye 
Fenugreek 
Potash  chlorate 
Tragacanth 

Acetanilide 
Ammonia  sulphate 
Bleaehing-powder 
Oil,  spearmint 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  Oetoher  5. 

Beeswax. — A  mixed  parcel  of  Californian  (11  packages)  were 
disposed  of  at  auction  at  6/.  10s.  Good  Chilian  is  held  for  6/.  15".  to 
11.  10s.  per  cwt.,  and  during  the  week  27  packages  of  Gambia 
beeswax  have  changed  hands  at  6/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed  is  moving  somewhat  more  freely,  but  at  no  im- 
provement in  price,  450  bags  changing  hands  at  28s.  per  quarter. 

Castor  Oil. — The  feeling  is  one  of  steadiness  on  the  spot,  al- 
though greater  easiness  is  exhibited  at  the  moment  in  prices  for 
arrival  parcels.  Good  seconds  Calcutta,  on  the  spot,  are  held  for 
3^(7.  per  lb.,  while  Madras  good  seconds  are  procurable  at  2\'^d. 
to  3(7.  per  lb.,  a  parcel  of  two  tons  selling  at  the  latter  price.  First- 
pressure  French  is  held  for  3^(7.,  and  second-pressure  is  selling 
at  3d.  per  lb. 

Chillies  are  in  fair  demand,  and  sales  of  good  Sierra  Leone 
have  been  effected,  at  39s.  per  cwt.  for  bright  red. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  firm  up  to  75s.  per  cwt.  according  to 
strength. 

Coca-leaves. — Twenty-four  bales  of  the  Huanoco  description 
have  been  sold  at  8hd.  in  store. 

Ginger — Fifty  bales  of  Cochin  were  sold  at  23s.  per  cwt.,  and 
small  sales  of  good  Sierra  Leone  are  reported  at  18s.,  while  there 
are  buyers  in  quantity,  at  17s.  per  cwt. 

Gums. — The  supply  of  Arabic  sorts  is  beccming  very  meagre, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  development  of  the  Soudan  will 
divert  more  of  this  quality  to  Liverpool,  so  that  the  market  may 
resume  something  of  its  old  position,  as  the  houses  who  formerly 
took  an  interest  in  the  article  here  still  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon 
it,  and,  although  the  opportunities  for  business  are  small,  they  are 
made  the  most  of.  Holders  are  steady,  and  values  may  be  given 
at  67s.  6(7.  to  80s.  per  cwt.  Medium  grades  show  no  change,  the 
bulk  of  the  stock  being  held  for  prohibitive  rates. 

Kola-nuts  continue  to  find  steady  buyers,  and  36  bags  good 
dry  African  sold  at  l$d.  per  lb. 

Potashes  are  wanting  at  22s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  and  pearlashes  are 
steady  at  34  s.  to  35s.  per  cwt. 

Quill AiA-u ark  is  without  any  fresh  feature,  and  the  stocks  here 
are  firmly  held  at  low  rates. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Trade  in  the  heavy  chemical  market  ke«ps  moderately 
steady.  Increased  inquiiy  for  next  year's  delivery  continues, 
and  further  orders  for  bleaehing-powder,   soda-ash,  and 
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caustic  soda  have  been  placed.  Soapmakers  are  very  busy, 
also  papermakers  and  g'assmakers.  The  majority  of  the 
firms  in  the  dyeing-trade  are  f.irly  well  supplied  with  orders 
and  keep  fully  emphyel.  'J  he  taint  and  colour  trades, 
bleachers  and  fini»hei>,  aie  much  quieter.  Export-business 
is  moderate. 

Alkali  Produce. — Bleaehing-powder  in  active  demand,  at 
from  5/.  to  5/.  2.s.  6(7.  for  softwoods  free  on  rails  makers'  works, 
and  57.  5s.  to  5/.  12s.  6(7.  f  o.b.  Forward  tendency,  however,  owing 
to  keen  competition,  is  in  a  downward  direction.  Caustic  soda 
remains  unaltered,  and  present  prices  are  as  follows  : — Sixty  per 
cent.,  6/.  2s.  6(7.  to  67.  5s.  ;  70  per  cent.,  77.  2s.  6(7.  to  77. 5s.  ;  7*4  per 
cent.,  77.  12s.  6(7.  to  77. 15s  —all  f.o.b.  Liverpool— and  76  to  77 
\>ev  cent ,  77.  15s.  to  87.  f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liverpool.  Saltcake  shows 
a  further  advance  and  now  stands  at  26s.  6(7.  to  27s.  per  ton. 
Ammonia  alkali  is  firm  at  late  quotations  for  both  prompt  and 
forward,  notwithstanding  the  rumours  to  the  effect  that  American 
is  being  offered  at  exceptionally  low  rates.  Yellow  prussiate  of 
potash  maintains  a  firm  tone,  at  6|(7.  to  7(7.  Chlorates  of  soda 
and  potash  have  taken  a  firmer  tone  ;  present  figures  are  3j(7.  to 
<kl.  and  3g(Z.  to  3^(7.  per  lb.  respectively. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  October  4. 

Our  drug-market  has  been  very  quiet,  and  the  changes  in 
prices  are  few  since  my  last : — 

Agab-agar  is  agaiu  dearer ;  spot  is  scarce  and  held  to-day  for 
320m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cinnamon-chips  are  firm  and  advancing,  equal  to  3ySf7.  per  lb. 
foeing  asked  for  shipment. 

Camphor  (Refined)  quiet.  Second-hand  holders  ask  247|m. ; 
the  factories  still  ask  255m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cocaine  is  firm  ;  importers  of  crude  ask  higher  prices. 

Cumin-seed. — Maltese  is  film  ;  new  crop  is  very  scarce,  at  43m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  firmer  at  130m.  to  150m.  per  100  kilos.,  ac- 
cording to  quality  ;  America  has  bought  several  lots. 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio). — Scarce  and  firm  at  24m.  per  kilo. 

Spermaceti  is  firm  and  dearer  at  270m.  per  100  kilos. 

There  is  nothing  in  oils  (essential  and  fixed)  and  waxes  to 
report. 

American  Markets. 

New  York,  September  27. 
General  business  in  the  drug  line  continues  to  show  an 
improvement,  and  trading  is  generally  brisk.  The  export 
demand  is  very  satisfactory,  and  large  transactions  are  more 
numerous  than  for  some  time  past.  The  expectations  for  an 
excellent  fall  trade  are  being  fairly  well  realised. 

Aloes,  Curacoa. — Recent  arrivals  have  not  affected  the 
market.    The  entire  lot  of  nearly  200  cases  was  sold  at  2fc. 

Asafetida  is  unchanged,  in  spite  of  the  unfavourable  reports 
from  abroad.  There  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  the  lower  grades,  and 
prime  quality  is  by  no  means  scarce ;  15c.  to  20c.  is  the  ruling 
quotation. 

Balsams. — Copaiba  secures  a  steady  sale  at  38c.  for  prime 
Central  American.  A  recent  arrival  of  Angostura  is  being  firmly 
■kield  at  a  high  figure.  Peru  has  declined  to  §1.85.  Tolu  is 
abundant,  and  quotations  are  easy,  33e.  being  generally  asked. 

Beeswax. — Stocks  in  hand  are  large  and  sufficient  for  some 
time  to  come.  Ordinary  pure  can  be  bought  at  25c.  to  27c.  and 
selected  at  27c.  to  £9c. 

Cascaba  Sagrada. — Buyers  abroad  have  at  last  realised  the 
•conditions  here,  and  orders  are  coming  in  slowly.  Offerings  from 
the  Pacific  coast  have  been  more  liberal,  and  for  a  time  an  easier 
feeling  was  prevalent.  The  market  has,  however,  hardened,  as 
holders  refused  to  accept  offers  below  4ic.  for  new  crop.  At  this 
figure  trading  is  not  brisk,  as  buyers  are  not  inclined  to  pay  such 
a  price.  The  figure  for  old  bark  remains  at  5c.  to  6c,  according 
to  age  and  quality. 

Chamomiles  are  firmly  held,  and  the  demand  is  consequently 
small ;  16c.  to  38c.  is  asked,  according  to  quality.  The  demand 
for  Roman  has  improved,  and  12c.  to  18c.  is  asked  for  various 
grades. 

Cinchonedine  is  again  in  large  demand,  and  prices  continue 
firm  at  14c.  to  15c.  Sales  aggregating  50,000  oz.  at  13c.  are 
reported,  half  of  which  was  purchased  from  London. 

Citric  Acid. — In  consequence  of  the  small  demand  prices  have 
*been  reduced,  and  35ic.  is  now  the  price  for  barrels. 

Cod  liver  Oil. — The  demand  is  good  for  the  time  of  the  year, 
and  the  market  is  steady  at  $25  per  barrel.  Higher  prices  are 
anticipated  as  the  cold  weather  sets  in. 

Cubebs. — The  market  is  quiet,  and  prices  are  unchanged 
The  ruling  quotation  is  6c.  to  8c,  and  the  demand  only  moderate- 

Golden-seal  (Hydrastis)  is  easier  by  reason  of  freer  offerings.. 
The  spot  stock  is  limited  and  held  at  45c.  This  is  still  tl  e 
.quotation  for  new  crop,  but  buyers  are  not  inclined  to  pay  tl  is 
figure. 


Insect-flowers  can  still  be  bought  at  old  prices,  in  spite  of  the 
reports  from  Trieste  recording  heavy  advances.  A  few  holders 
advanced  prices,  but  supplies  can  still  be  obtained  at  15c.  to  16c. 

Ipecacuanha  is  advancing  in  sympathy  with  the  London 
market,  and  §2.45  for  prime  Rio  is  now  the  lowest  quotation. 

Manna  is  scarce,  and  the  market  is  very  strong.  Dealers 
quote  50c.  to  55c.  for  large  flake,  and  25c.  to  30c.  for  small. 

Morphine  has  declined  15c.  per  oz.,  and  is  quoted  at  §2.15  in 
quantity. 

Oil,  Peppermint,  is  in  good  demand  for  export,  and  prices  are 
firm,  but  unchanged. 

Oil,  Sassafras,  is  cheaper;  32c.  will  buy  prime  natural  oil. 

Opium  is  in  better  demand,  and  the  tone  is  steadier,  but  quota- 
tions unchanged  on  the  basis  of  §3.62$  to  §3.65.  The  imports  for  the 
last  month  were  unusually  large,  totalling  over  600  cases,  and  the 
demand  shows  no  present  signs  of  improving;  .$3.62n  will  buy  in 
case  lots,  and  a  casli  offer  of  §3.60  would  not  be  "refused.  In 
broken  lots  §3.65  to  §3.70  is  asked. 

Pilocarpine  Hydrochlorate  has  declined  75c  per  oz.,  and 
§7  to  §7.75  per  oz.  is  now  quoted,  according  to  brand. 

Quinine. — The  demand  continues  good,  and  quotations  are  un- 
changed.   Government  orders  are  subsiding. 

Senega-root  is  firmer,  on  account  of  small  offerings  from  the 
West ;  25ftc  to  26c  is  the  ruling  price. 

Spermaceti  has  advanced  in  view  of  improved  demand  ;  27c.  is 
asked  for  bulk  and  28c  for  cakes. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  in  good  demand  for  export,  and  values  are 
steady  at  previous  quotations. 

Valerian-root  is  scarce,  and  7c.  is  asked  for  good  quality 
Belgian  root. 

The  Vanilla=crops. 

Paris  reports  that  the  1897-98  crop  of  Bourbon  and  other 
vanilla-producing  countries  has  now  completely  airived  in 
Europe.  As  foreseen,  120  000  kilos,  have  been  supplied  by 
Bourbon;  the  exports  tothe  end  of  July  rom  St.  Dpnnis 
amounted  to  120,802  kilos.,  ani  there  was  then  about  5.000 
kilos,  on  the  spot : — 

Kilos. 

Seychelles  supplied  the  markets  with        ...  30,000 

Madagascar,  Mauritius,  Comores    25,000 

Bourbon  about  125.C0O 


Total    180,000 

The  most  exact  conjectures  for  this  year  are  :  — 

Kilos. 

Seychelles    22,000 

Madagascar,  Mauritius,  Comores     ...       ...  13,000 

Bourbon  80',000 


Total   115,000 

The  large  decrease  in  the  crops  of  Mayotte,  Great  Comores' 
Anjouan,  and  Mokeli  is  due  to  the  two  disastrous  cyclones 
which  destroyed  most  of  the  Comores  crop  in  February. 
From  Bourbon,  the  news  of  the  large  decrease,  consequence 
of  the  persistent  drought  of  the  first  months  of  1898,  is  now 
confirmed  ;  some  think  it  will  amount  to  50  per  cent.,  but  a 
crop  of  80,000  kilos,  as  a  maximum  mav  be  reckoned  upon, 
so  that  we  should  have  a  decrease  of  65,000  kilos,  on  the 
1898-99  crop,  as  compared  with  that  of  1897-98.  Stocks  are 
not  much  larger  than  last  year  in  spite  of  the  very  large  pro- 
duction of  1897-98,  owing  to  great  increase  in  the  consump- 
tion. The  stock  in  Paris  is  23,000  kilos. ;  in  Bordeaux, 
17,000  kilos. ;  together,  40,000  kilos  ,  composed  principally 
of  very  ordinary  vanilla,  and  some  of  doubtful  preservation. 
In  London,  Hamburg,  &c,  the  stocks  are  small.  We  are  only 
now  getting  into  the  busy  months ;  stocks  will  be  quickly 
dealt  with,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1899  the  deficit  in  the 
new  crop  will  be  ascertained.  But  already  the  fine  extra 
qualities  are  very  scarce  and  dear.  Prices  have  been  going 
down  gradually  for  a  year  to  about  25  per  cent.,  having 
fallen  from  75f.  to  55f.  net,  per  kilo.  ;  for  first  quality,  18c. 
From  8f.  to  12f.  per  kilo,  has  been  paid  at  Bourbon  for  green 
beans,  which  is  exactly  the  parity  of  the  net  quotations  in 
Europe,  which  proves  the  confidence  of  importers  in  the 
future  of  this  article. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.:  October  6. 

Acetanilide  still  further  cut,  business  having  been  re- 
ported at  11(2.  per  lb.,  but  to-day  we  hear  that  this  figure  has 
been  shaded. 

Acid,  Taetaeic. — Quiet  English  crystals  on  the  spot  are 
unchanged  at  Is.  Id.,  and  foreign  at  Is'.  Q\d.  to  Is.  Ofd. 
per  lb. 
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AGAR- AGAR.— Dearer,  at  Is.  Qd.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
Balsam,  Canada  can  be  had  at  Is.  per  lb.  in  casks  of  3 
cwt.,  and  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  ci.f.  in  cases. 
Balsam  Peru.— Business  has  been  done  at  8s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu  has  sold  this  week  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  in 
large  tins,  Is.  9d.  in  small,  and  Is.  Ud.  for  old  hard. 

Benzoin. — Since  the  auctions  a  good  business  has  been 
done  in  Sumatra,  at  from  5/.  10s.  up  to  81.  per  cwt.  according 
to  quality.  An  advance  of  7s.  6^.  is  said  to  have  been  paid 
for  fair  seconds.  For  Siam  bold  drop  of  Saigon  character, 
111.  has  been  paid. 

CalumbA. — In  better  demand,  and  likely  to  be  dearer. 
From  13s.  to  14s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  since  the  auctions 
for  ordinary  sorts,  and  40s.  for  fine  clean  selected. 

Camphor. — The  advance  noted  last  week  in  crude  has 
continued,  especially  in  Japanese,  the  quotation  for  arrival 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week  being  104s.,  with  buyers  at 
100s. ;  there  are  no  quotations  to-day.  Chinese  is  also  firmer 
at  92s.  per  cwt.  ci.f.,  which  figure  is  5s.  above  buyers'  ideas. 

Cascara  SAGRADA  is  on  the  rise.  Hamburg  reports  the 
clearance  of  20  tons  which  came  by  sailer,  at  23s.  to  24s.  per 
cwt.,  and  holders  here,  though  quoting  22s.,  are  not  too 
willing  sellers. 

Chamomiles. — Firm,  but  unchanged  at  previous  prices. 
News  from  the  producing-districts  is  very  scanty  this  week. 

Chiretta  has  been  in  more  inquiry,  and  business  has 
been  done  at  from  4 kd.  to  6c/.  per  lb.  for  fair. 

Cinchona  — The  Amsterdam  sales  on  Sept.  30  were  re- 
ported by  cablegram  in  our  last  issue,  and  we  now  add 
further  particulars.  The  average  quinine-sulphate  value  of 
the  manufacturing  bark  was  5'22  per  cent.,  while  148,703 
kilos,  contained  as  much  as  6  to  7  per  cent.,  and  6,697  kilos. 
9  to  10  per  cent.  Only  33,991  kilos,  came  from  Government 
plantations.  The  richest  bark  was  a  parcel  of  Ledgeriana 
stem  shavings,  which  contained  9  55  per  cent,  of  quinine, 
and  realised  37fc  per  half- kilo.  The  fluctuations  of  the 
unit  this  year  are  as  follows  : —  January,  6.90c.  ;  February, 
5  50c. ;  March,  4  25c. ;  May,  5  20c. ;  June,  4.10c.  ;  July, 
4.20c. ;  August,  4  06c. ;  September,  4  05c.  The  bark-ship- 
ments from  Java  to  Europe  for  September  are  as  follows : — ■ 


1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Kilos. 

Jan.-Scpt.  . . 

395.000 
3,933,000 

525.500 
3,028,000 

694,500 
3,709,000 

408,000 
2.914,850 

535,500 
3,312,500 

250,000 
2,938,000 

The  total  exports  from  Colombo  and  Galle  from  January  1 
to  September  13  were  690,788  lbs.,  as  against  526,093  lbs. 
for  the  same  period  of  1898. 

Cinchonidine  remains  firm,  but  quiet  after  the  recent 
activity,  at  Ihd.  per  oz. 

Coca-leaves. — Fair  green  Truxillo  leaves  can  be  had  on 
the  spot  at  8d.  per  lb. 

Cocaine. — Firmer,  at  9s.  8d.  to  9s.  9d.  per  oz. 

Cocoa-butter.' — At  auction  on  Tuesday  50  tons  Cadbury's 
brand  sold  at  from  Is.  l±d.  to  Is.  \\d.,  the  bulk  selling  at 
the  latter  price,  which  was  the  average,  against  Is.  Id.  at 
the  September  sale.  At  Amsterdam,  on  the  same  day,  45 
tons  Van  Houten's  sold  at  from  75Jc.  to  80c,  the  average 
being  79  23c. ;  and  5  tons  Helm  brand  at  772c.  to  78ic.  per 
half-kilo. 

Colchicum. — Samples  of  the  new  crop  received  in  London 
show  good  quality.  One  holder  asks  32s.  per  cwt.,  ci.f.,  for 
German  root.  No  definite  news  has  yet  been  received  as  to 
the  output  of  the  new  crop.  Seeds  are  dearer,  at  45s.  to  50s. 
per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Quiet,  at  the  easier  tendency— viz., 
74s.  per  cwt.  for  95-per-cent.  powder.  One  agent  quoted 
69s.,  f.o.b.  net  Bordeaux,  but  there  are  lower  offers  in  the 
market  for  this  non-official  cream. 

Damiana-leaves. — A  small  quantity  is  obtainable  on  the 
spot  at  5d.  per  lb.    The  general  quotation  is  l^d.,  ci.f. 

Dragon'S-blood.— Dearer.  After  the  drug-sales  on 
Thursday  business  was  done  privately  at  81.  10s.  per  cwt.  for 


fair  bright  seedy  lump,  for  which  6/.  15,'.  was  bid  in 
auction  ;  and  4  boxes  of  saucers  and  slabs  also  sold  pri- 
vately, at  11. 10s.  per  cwt.  Considering  the  quality  of  the 
stuff,  these  figures  mark  an  advance. 

Ergot. — Russian  is  goirjg  higher,  owing  to  the  small  crop. 
Some  tons  have  sold  this  week  at  7jrf.  to  8d.  per  lb. 

Galls. — A  small  business  has  been  done  in  Chinese  at 
55s.  per  cwt.  for  arrival,  and  sales  are  reported  in  Hamburg 
at  advanced  rates.  In  blue  Persian  futther  sales  are 
reported  at  previous  quotations.  The  market  has  been 
practically  cleared  of  white,  and  none  are  offered.  Holders 
of  blue  Smyrna  are  firm  at  47s.  Qd.  to  50s.,  which  figures 
are  above  market  value.  Morea  galls  offer  at  17s.  6rZ.,  and 
less.  The  exports  of  Japanese  galls  from  Hiogo  and  Osaka 
were  321,562  lbs.  in  1897,  as  against  815,076  in  1896. 

Gentian. — Firm,  at  18s.  per  cwt.  ci.f.,  for  good  red  root. 

Glycerin. — Good  German  brands  are  unchanged  at  53s. 
per  cwt.  in  contract  lots;  and  English,  sp.  gr.  1  260,  at 
52s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Golden-seal.— The  price  is  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  ci.f.,  but  no 
stock. 

Guinea-grains. — We  note  a  large  arrival  this  week  from 
Buenos  Ayres.  Liverpool  reports  a  small  stock,  the  best 
business  done  being  an  odd  lot  at  37s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Australian  has  changed  hands  at  18s.  to  20s. 
per  cwt.  for  fair  quality. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  excitement  has  subsided,  although 
the  market  is  none  the  less  firm.  A  few  bales  of  Rio  have 
changed  hands  at  10s.  for  sound,  and  for  first-class  damages 
9s.  9d.  was  paid  at  the  close  of  last  week  in  second- 
hands.    Cartagena  has  sold  at  7s.  per  lb. 

Jalap. — Firmer  prices  are  talked  of — viz  ,  Qd.  to  Q\d.  per 
lb.,  but  no  business  has  transpired. 

Kola. — Sales  of  fair  African  are  reported  at  l\d.  per  lb. 

Menthol  remains  quiet,  but  steady,  with  small  sales  at 
6s.  10hd.  per  lb.,  on  the  spot,  for  Japanese  crystals. 

Nux  Vomica. — Business  has  been  done  this  week  at  6s. 
per  cwt.  for  small  dull  seed. 

Oil,  Citronella  Quiet,  with  a  small  business  in  tins, 

at  Is.  \\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  The  following  figures 
relate  to  the  exports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  Septem- 
ber 6 : — 

1898  1897  1396  1895 

lbs.  lbs.  lbs.  lbs. 

1,021,806         782,952         766,470  790,760 

Oil,  Cod-liver,  has  been  in  more  inquiry  this  week,  but 
little  business  has  transpired.  New  can  be  had  at  80s.  to 
81s.  per  cwt.,  ci.f. ;  for  old  oil  72s.  Qd.  to  73s.  would  be 
accepted  by  one  holder. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Sales  have  been  made  at  lOd.  per  lb. 
for  Australian  of  fair  commercial  quality. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Oil  of  the  new  crop  containing  7  per  cent, 
citral  is  quoted  at  3s.  9d.  to  4s.  per  lb.  London  terms, 
according  to  quantity. 

Oil,  Orange. — Sweet  of  the  new  crop  is  6s.  per  lb. 
London  terms,  and  bitter  7s. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — There  is  no  improvement  to  note  in 
the  market  for  American  HGH,  which  remains  quiet  at  5s.  Qd. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot,  Wayne  County  at  3s.  Qd.  to  3s.  9d.,  and 
Todd's  crystal  white  at  4s.  9d.  per  lb.  English  oil  (old  crop) 
has;sold  at  23s.,  which  is  5s.  below  the  price  for  new  crop. 

Oil,  Pimento. — English  distillers  have  advanced  their 
price  to  12s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Spearmint.— Bulk  oil  in  20-lb.  tins  is  obtainable  at 
the  lower  price  of  4s.,  and  HGH  in  bottles  at  8s.  per  lb., 
ci.f. 

Oil,  Star-anise.— Quiet  at  6s.  9d.  to  6s.  10^.  per  lb.  on 
the  spot,  according-  to  bolder.  The  stock  in  Hong-Kong  on 
September  3  was  50  piculs,  including  new  season's  oil,  which 
is  coming  in  by  degrees. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — Strong  market,  owing  to  reported 
interruption  of  the  harvest  by  gales.  The  spot-price  is 
22s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  and  forward  (4  months.)  24s. 
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Opium. — Little  business  has  transpired  tins  week.  Persian 
is  still  held  at  from  lis.  9d.  to  12s.,  on  the  spot,  for  fine 
stuff,  and  lis.  3d.  to  lis.  6d.  for  medium  small,  sales  being 
made  of  the  latter  kind.  For  the  soft  shipping  kinds 
slightly  higher  prices  are  asked  for  the  new — viz.,  12s.  to 
13s. — and  seconds  at  10s.  6d  to  lis.  6d.  per  lb. 

Smyrna,  September  24. — Our  market  has  been  less  monotonous 
than  last  week,  the  following  business  having  been  done.  Ten 
cases  inspected  new  Karabissar  at  the  parity  of  lO.s.  10(7.,  12  cases 
new  c  urrent  talequale  at  10x.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  European  ports,  and 
15  cases  old  Karabissar  shipped  on  aocount  by  a  holder.  The 
market  closed  quiet  but  steady.  Arrivals  were  874  cases,  against 
2,340  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
ascertain  with  exactitude  the  purchases  on  account  of  the  Dutch 
Government,  as  they  have  changed  their  tactics  in  buying.  From 
what  has  transpired,  it  is  thought  that  about  300  cases  have  been 
contracted  for,  but  they  are  reported  to  have  asked  for  another 
100  cases.  The  quality  of  the  present  crop  is  very  good,  the 
morphine  content  being  quite  up  to  the  average. 

Constantinople,  September  30. — Owing  to  the  continued  ab- 
sence of  rain  and  abnormally  hot  weather,  not  a  single  seed  has 
been  put  underground,  although  this  is  the  usual  month  for  the 
autumnal  sowings.  The  sowings,  however,  can  be  effected  during 
the  next  four  to  six  weeks,  if  weather  should  prove  favourable. 
Meanwhile  the  drought  encourages  dealers  to  ask  enhanced  prices, 
and  they  are  not  at  all  anxious  to  sell  quantity.  The  only  trifling 
sale  to  report  is  a  parcel  of  5  cases  Tokat  at  12s.  3iZ.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
erms. 

Orange-peel. — English  cut  peel  has  been  exceedingly 
scarce  this  season,  and  high  pi  ices  have  been  asked.  One  of 
the  largest  dealers  requires  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  second  quality, 
and  Id.  more  for  first.  Dried  English  lemon-peel  is  Is.  2d. 
per  lb. 

Okris.—  Very  flat.  The  prices  still  come  very  low  from 
the  other  side,  the  fact  being  that  the  collectors  wish  to  turn 
the  stuff  into  ready  money. 

Podophyllum. — New  York  advices  report  that  one  holder 
of  25,000  lbs.  fall-dug  root  has  raised  his  prices  15  per 
cent. 

Potash  Chlorate. — Firmer,  at  3fd.  per  lb.  for  crystals ; 
and  <\d.  for  powder. 

Potash  Permanganate. — The  market  remains  in  a 
demoralised  state  owing  to  the  rumours  of  cheap  offers,  but 
it  is  not  possible  to  buy  under  50s.  per  cwt.  for  small 
crystals  in  large  quantities. 

Quicksilver. — Firm,  but  unaltered. 

Quillaia. — The  price  in  Liverpool  is  from  18'.  10s.  to 
18/.  15s.,  at  which  figure  a  few  tons  have  been  placed 
lately. 

Quinine  has  passed  through  another  quiet  week  with  the 
firm  tendency  maintained  in  second-hand  at  lOrZ.  per  oz. 
nominally.  The  firmness  in  some  quarters,  however,  is 
thought  to  be  fictitious,  as  inquiry  elicits  no  business 
in  second-hand.  Makers,  however,  report  a  good  demand 
from  the  United  States  and  on  the  Continent  generally. 

RhubABB. — Quiet,  with  sales  of  medium  flat  high-dried  at 
\\d.  per  lb. 

Sabsapaeilla. — Jamaica  has  been  sold  this  week  at 
Is.  9d.  per  lb.  Arrivals  of  both  Lima  and  Jamaica  have  come 
to  hand.  The  bag  of  native  Jamaica  sort  offered  in  auction 
last  week,  for  which  no  bid  could  be  obtained,  has  since 
been  sold  at  lid.  per  lb. 

Seeds. — There  is  a  fair  demand  for  Canary  at  current 
rates,  and,  speculators  having  taken  several  parcels  off  the 
market,  the  available  supply  is  in  a  small  compass.  The 
price  in  Turkey  being  above  that  of  our  market,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  we  shall  have  to  pay  more  money  for  this  article 
soon.  Turkish  on  the  spot  is  worth  27s.  6a!.,  and  Morocco 
27s.  6d.  to  32s.,  according  to  quality.  Cumin  firm,  with  no 
arrivals.  Coriander  and  Fenugreek  are  rather  fiimer,  but 
without  quotable  change.  Spanish  Anise  has  sold  at  28s., 
and  Italian  at  24s.  per  cwt. 

Shellac. — -At  the  auctions  on  Tuesday  a  total  of  940  cases 
were  catalogued,  about  half  of  which  sold,  with  fair  com- 
petition, at  fully  last  sale's  rates  to  Is.  per  cwt.  advance  for 
second  orange  TN.  Garnet  was  all  bought  in,  and  button 
realised  full  rates.  The  following  were  some  of  the  prices 
paid  :— Good  bright  matted  to  curly  red  second  orange,  67s. 


to  68s. ;  fair  dull  palish,  66s.  ;  cakev  to  free  reddish,  64s.  to 
65s.;  ordinary  red,  part  blocky,  63s.;  flat  livery  and  part 
blocky,  62s.  to  62s.  6d.  Button,  pure  native,  81s.  to  89s.  ; 
blocky,  79s.  to  81s. ;  blocky  firsts,  72s.  to  75s. ;  seconds,  70s. 
to  71s. ;  and  low  block,  44s.  per  cwt.  Since  the  auctions  the 
market  has  maintained  a  firmer  tone,  and  prices  close  again 
dearer. 

Spices. — Business  has  been  on  a  small  scale  without  much 
alteration  in  pi  ices.  At  the  public  sales  Cochin  Ginger  was 
steady  ;  common  rough  sold  at  20s.  6d.,  fair  washed  at  23s., 
B  cut  at  55s.  to  56s.,  being  slightly  lower,  and  small  cut- 
wormy  at  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Jamaica  sold  well  at  69s.  to  79s. 
per  cwt.  for  ordinary  dull  to  middling  washed.  Bengal 
selling  at  19s.  per  cwt.  Nothing  doing  in  Japan.  Zanzibar 
Cloves  have  fluctuated  round  about  <\d.  per  lb.  for  future 
delivery  ;  at  auction  a  few  bales  of  fair  to  good  fair  sold  at 
Hd.  per  lb. ;  fair  picked  Penang  sold  at  6Jd.  per  lb.  Pimento 
dull ;  ordinary  sold  at  Q\d.,  and  fair  clean  at  4jd.  per  lb. 
Mace  and  Nutmegs  unchanged.  Sierra  Leone  Chillies  sold 
at  38s.  per  cwt.  for  good  red,  Ceylon  Capsicums  at  45s.  per 
cwt.,  and  Natal  at  74s.  per  cwt.  Broken  Cassia  partly  sol<3 
at  37s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  The  Pepper  at  auction  was  nearly  all 
bought  in,  some  bold  white  Singapore  selling  at  8f  d.  per  lb. 
The  market  for  arrival  has  been  very  quiet,  and  prices  show 
no  material  change  from  our  last  quotations. 

Star  Aniseed. — Hong-Kong  advices  to  hand  this  week 
quote  112s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  steamer,  for  immediate  delivery, 
and  90s.,  c.i.f.,  for  October- September  shipment,  at  which 
figure  contracts  for  a  few  hundred  piculs  had  been  made. 

Sugar  op  Milk  is  quoted  at  55s.  per  cwt.  ex-wharf  for 
Italian  powder,  and  at  52s.  6d.  for  American  powder ;  second 
quality,  47s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Tea. — The  Indian  market  for  September  has  been  chiefly 
notable  for  the  abundance  of  poor-liquoring  ill  cured  teas 
from  5d.  to  8^.,  and  the  comparative  scarcity  of  good-liquor- 
ing useful  medium  teas  from  8d.  to  Is.  Last  season  there 
were  plenty  of  the  latter  to  be  had  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
but  this  year  they  have  been  most  difficult  to  buy.  Heavy 
sales,  however,  are  coming  on  now,  and  there  should  be  a 
better  assortment  ere  long.  Low-priced  teas  for  style  are 
cheap  enough,  and  really  handsome  tippy  semi-broken  can  be 
bought  freely  at  5^d.  to  5§(Z.,  while  broken  Pekoes  from  Qd. 
to  Id.  are  very  good  buying.  Ceylons  show  a  rise  in  prices 
for  the  month,  and  many  invoices  are  now  selling  pence  per 
lb.  higher  than  the  quotations  of  the  end  of  August.  But 
the  quality  has  shown  a  very  marked  improvement,  and! 
I  there  has  been  a  good  selection  of  Teally  fine  liquoring 
j  invoices  during  the  last  few  weeks,  so  that,  while  the  market 
.  is  undoubtedly  rplatively  slightly  dearer,  the  apparent  en- 
hancement of  prices  is  chiefly  due  to  improved  quality. 
Common  Congu  has  undergone  a  rather  unexpected  experi  - 
ence, the  price  having  suddenly  jumped  from  3§d.  and  4<J.  to 
4§«Z.  per  lb.,  a  price  which  has  not  been  seen  for  years  for 
common  Congu.  There  is  a  real  scarcity,  but  the  price  wilJ 
check  the  demand  in  view  of  5d.  Indians  now  selling,  and  will 
also  bring  new  increased  supplies  from  China. 

E  Thymol.— Quiet,  at  7s.  to  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Ton c a- beans  have  met  with  a  little  inquiry  since  the 
auctions,  but  no  business  has  transpired.  New  Angosturas 
can  be  had  at  3s.  9d.  per  lb.,  while  for  old  beans[more  money 
is  wanted 


Hamburg,  October  6,  1140  am.  :— A  good  business  has 
•  been  done  in  ergot  of  rye,  and  higher  prices  are  now  asked. 

For  crude  camphor  248m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid  to-day. 
j  Star-anise  is  firm  at  250m.  per  100  kilos. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  October  6,  3  p.m.  :— An  active  business  is 
being  done  in  copaiba  balsam  at  36c.  per  lb.  Jalap  is 
advancing,  and  the  market  closes  firm  at  11c.  per  lb. 
Cascara  sagrada  is  in  a  strong  position,  and  nothing  can  be 
bad  under  5|c.  per  lb.  Oil  of  theobroma  is  also  advancing, 
and  33c.  is  to-day's  price  ;  sugar  of  milk  has  declined  to  8c. 
per  lb. 


616 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


October  8,  1898 


London  Drug  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries  of 
.some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  Loudon  public  ware- 
houses from  January  31,  1898,  to  September  30,  and  to  the  stocks 
on  September  30.    Their  accuracy  cannot  be  guaranteed. 


September 


Landed  Dalivd 


Aloes    cs 

„    gourds 

Anise,  star   os 

Balsams  pkgs 

Oalumba   be? 

Camphor  pkgs 

Oardamoins. . . .  „ 

Oinchona  

Oubebs  bgs 

Dragons' blood  ..cs 

Galls   „ 

tjums — 

Acacia  pkgs 

Animoniacum  „ 
Animi  &  copal  „ 
Asafetida  . .  „ 
Benzoin   ....  „ 

Damar   „ 

Galbanum  . .  „ 
Gamboge ....  „ 
Guaiacum   ..  „ 

Kino   „ 

Kauri   tons 

Mastic  pkgs 

Myrrh    „ 

Olibanam    . .  „ 
Sandarac ....  „ 
Tragacanth . .  „ 
Ipecacuanha,  Rio  bis 
„  other  kinds  „ 

Jalap   

Nux  vomica  ..  pkgs 
Oils— 

•Anise  cs 

•Cassia  

Castor  pkgs 

Cocoa-nut  . .  tons 

Olive   pkgs 

Palm  tons 

tQuinine  sulphate  lbs  j 

Rhubarb   chts 

■Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

Senna   „ 

Shellac- 
Button   cs 

Garnet  „ 

Orange   

Turmeric  tons 

Wax,  bees'  . . .  .pkgs 
„    Japan ....  „ 


305 
1,116 

41 
3 
18 
246 
1,832 


Stocks,  Sept.  30 


1898  1897 


Imprtd. 
to 

Sept.  30 


9 

453 

£21 
30 
716 

16 

257 


2 
397 

25 
1 

111 
49 

21 

5 
6 


60 
176 
Id 

2,441 
411 
49 

918 

819 
2/1 
1064 
71 


31 


119 

4c0 

197 
2*5 
254 
441 
1,431 
14 
2 

1,182 

1,532 

3,339 
163 
309 
378 

1I 
19 

4 

232 
8 

18  | 
173  I 
153 
658 

92 

n  i 
17 

67 

14 
16  i 
105  , 
200 
237 
2 


2.914 

3  7J8 
55 
?60 
907 
9,181 
1,519 
21,550 
1,925 
23 
5,483 

10,284 
59 
18,5'47 
307 
2  820 
3,553 

321 

85 

41 

627 
8 

478 
3.730 
1,111 
1,610 

143 
25 

3H9 

285 

138 
79 
455 
226 
843 
14 


Delivd. 
1S«» 


16>5  ;  108,262 
1,034 
364 
1,388 


91 
148 
701 

8'0 
1.402 
3,349 
25 

679 
75 


5,824 
6,438 
41.496 

349 
2.557 

511 


3X0  J 

1,793 

1520 

2,224 

3,528 

2,£l8 

127 

90 

74 

428 

1  240 

1  308 

77 

2,507 

1  622 

11  624 

2  0^6 

4  357 

760 

4071 

3i5jl 

20,174 

21,333 

lb,271 

472 

1,682 

148 

101 

67 

104 

4,541 

6,557 

4,846 

13,842 

11,496 

13,763 

32 

58 

21 

19,912 

29,358 

31,5yu 

496 

414 

5a  I 

3,231 

3,374 

3,0^2 

4,650 

4,914 

1 

1 

041 

178 

14£ 

7Q 

12  L 

y j 

9  1 
£1 

do 

912 

2  159 

2,2t>2 

4 

46 

38 

eo4 

126 

204 

1533 

5,408 

2,598 

888 

1,159 

bai 

3,581 

4,835 

5,y48 

295 

365 

459 

26 

19/ 

198 

324 

122 

13a 

342 

470 

314 

109 

70 

73 

93 

30 

82 

400 

1,3j4 

!'341 

208 

943 

,  876 

798 

1,977 

1'778 

18 

22 

37  27 

89,5U6 

49,719 

,3''702 

757 

1,193 

M34 

236 

1.076 

,896 

1,190 

3,31:2 

,348 

7.294 

6,097 

7  040 

5.9J8 

7,499 

5  994 

40,071 

26,151 

24  905 

631 

259 

223 

2.672 

5.036 

4,847 

248 

875 

691 

*  Stocks  of  aniseed  and  cassia  oils  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's 
Quay  are  not  included  in  this  return. 

t  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves ;  also  the 
Docks. 

"*  The  stock  of  aloes  i-.  lower  now  than  it  has  been  for  the  past 
five  years,  although  the  imports  show  an  increase  of  some  300 
cases  over  those  for  1897.  The  stocks  of  aloes  in  gourds  are 
larger  fhan  they  have  been  during  the  above-mentioued  peiiod, 
the  statistics  showing  increased  imparts  of  som;  1,500  for  1897, 
but  the  size  nowadays  is  small.  Although  the  stock  of  star-anise 
is  not  half  what  it  was  last  year  at  this  time,  and  the  imports 
•correspondingly  small,  the  article  seems  almost  lifeless  as  far  as 
London  is  concerned.  The  stocks  of  cinchona  show  no  appreci- 
able change  as  compared  with  previous  years.  Camphor  stocks, 
it  will  be  observed,  show  a  reduction  of  some  2,443  packages,  and 
the  imports  during  the  year  show  a  reduction  of  2,541  packages. 
Imports  of  cardamoms  have  about  doubled  this  year  compared 
■with  1897,  but  the  consumption  shows  up  fairly  well.  Calumba 
and  cubebs  show  no  improvement  from  the  seller's  point  of  view, 
the  stocks  and  imports  being  excessive.  Dragon's  blood  is  likely 
to  maintain  its  high  rates,  as  the  stock  is  88  packages  less,  and 
the  imports  100  packages  less,  than  in  1897.  Jalap  is  about  un- 
changed, although  imports  show  a  shrinkage.  Deliveries  of 
•rhubarb  show  an  increase  of  400  odd  packages,  but  the  stocks 
also  show  an  increase  of  300  packages.  Sarsaparilla  is  in  a  steady 
-position,  with  increased  imports.  And  the  same  may  be  said  of 
senna.  The  stock  of  quinine-sulphate  in  the  London  warehouses 
is  some  20,000  lbs.  more  than  in  1897.  The  almost  doubled 
imports  would  account  for  this  to  some  extent,  and  were  it  not 
lor  the  increased  deliveries  during  the  nine  months  the  statistical 
position  would  be  worse. 


Marriages. 


Taylor— Wink.— On  September  28,  at  St.  Paul's  Grove 
Park,  W.,  by  the  Rev.  Nevison  Loraine,  vijar,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Bell,  Frederick  Ryott  Percival  Taylor,  M.D., 
B.S.  Lond ,  to  Edith,  elder  daughter  of  John  A.  Wink, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Devonshire  Square,  E.,  and 
"  Clevelands,"  Chiswick. 

Vincent— Db  Vay.— On  September  22,  at  St.  Mary's, 
Islington,  by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Willoughby,  Rjbert,  second  son 
of  the  late  Joseph  Vincent,  of  Kingstonwell,  Chard,  to  Clara, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  George  De  Vay,  surgeon,  9  Lowman 
Road,  N. 


Coming  Events. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Tuesday,  October  11. 

Iioyal  Photographic  Society.  Ordinary  meeting  at  5a  Pall  Mall 
East,  at  8  p.m.  The  President  will  deliver  his  annual  address 
and  present  the  Exhibition-medals. 

Wednesday,  October  12. 

The  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonchouse  and  District  Chemists' 
Association.  Annual  meeting  at  the  Whimple  Street 
Rooms.    Annual  dinner  at  the  Farley  Hotel. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Opening  meeting. 
Address  by  Mr.  John  Harrison  on  "  Pharmacy  and  Parlia- 
ment." 

Neiccastle-on-T yne  and  District  Chemists'  Association.  Annual 
eg  meeting  in  the  Metropole  Hotel,  West  Clayton  Street,  at 

8  P.M. 

Thursday,  October  13. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical,  and  Chemical  Society.  Opening  of 
the  Session.  Address  by  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young  at  b.30. 
Annual  dinner  at  the  Masonic  Hall  7.45  P.M. 

North  Staffordshire,  and  District  Chemists'  Association.  Opening 
meeting  at  the  Copeland  Arms  Hotel,  Stoke,  at  6.30  P.M.  The 
President  will  deliver  an  address,  the  proceedings  finishing 
with  a  smoking-concert. 


The  Brewers'  and  Blineral-water  Manufacturers'  Twentieth 
Annual  Exhibition  and  Market  will  be  held  in  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural Hall,  London,  N.,  from  October  29  to  November  4. 

Chemical  Society. — The  banquet  to  past  Presidents  of  the 
Chemical  Society  (postponed  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Lord 
Playfair)  is  to  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Metropole  on  Friday, 
November  11.  The  Society  will  then  entertain  the  following  past 
Presidents,  wdio  have  completed  a  period  of  fifty  years'  Fellowship 
of  the  Society : — Sir  J.  H.  Gilbert,  Sir  E.  Frankland,  Professor 
Olding,  Sir  F.  A.  Abel,  Bart.,  Dr.  A.  W.  Williamson,  and  Dr.  J.  H. 
Gladstone.  Tickets,  one  guinea  each,  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Assistant-Secretary,  Burlington  House,  \V. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — The  twenty-second  session 
of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  will  begin  on  October  13 
with  an  inaugural  address  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble,  the  President. 
We  believe  that  the  address  is  to  take  a  practical  turn,  and  will 
embrace  recent  materia  medica.  The  other  science  and  practice 
arranged  for  up  to  Christinas  include  papers  on  "  Vegetable 
Secretions"  (Mr.  T.  M.  Taylor,  October  20),  short  ones  by  mem- 
bers (November  3),  and  "The  Biology  of  Yeast  "  (Professor  J.  K. 
Green,  F.R.S.,  November  10) ;  also  a  discussion  on  "  Advertising  in 
Pharmacy"  (November  17),  and  a  demonstration  of  Rontgen  rays 
by  Mr.  W  Caldwell,  who  radiographed  the  Prince  of  Wales's  knee. 
There  will  lie  Cinderella  dances  in  the  Portman  Rooms  on  October 
27  and  December  8,  the  annual  reunion  in  Freemasons'  Tavern 
on  November  24,  and  a  musical  and  social  evening  at  73  Newman 
Street,  W.  (the  meeting-place  of  the  Association),  on  December  15. 
The  above  represents  but  half  of  wdiat  the  Association  gives  each 
member  for  5s.,  and  any  assistant  who  is  new  to  the  Metropolis, 
or  who  has  not  become  a  member,  should  get  into  communication 
with  either  of  the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Harold  E.  Matthews  and 
Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering,  at  73  Newman  Street,  W. 


